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CHAPTER I. 

Mahomet Ali takes the command— the enemy at Ba- 
silic — Gallia, her Letter — Battle of Basilic — Vic- 
tory — Spoil — Surrender of Taraha — Compact with 
the Natives — Bisce besieged, and burnt — Gallia 
retreats to Dareia — Confuta re-occupied — Passage to 
Djidda — Honours to the Soldiery — the Author at 
Taraba — Sickness from bad Provisions — ^the Plague 
in Djidda — the Author’s Embarkation — Mortality 
on board — Lauding near Sinai — and return to Egypt. 

It has been seen with what eager expecta- 
tion the army at Ciulla was waiting for the 
arrival of Mahomet Ali Pasha, that he 
might take the command, which was not 
long delayed. 

VoL. II. B 
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We had notice of it^ and orders as to 
the manner of receiving him, on the night 
before ; and accordingly the very first 
peep of day was ushered in with continued 
firings, in token of rejoicing ; and very 
soon afterwards we were almost all marched 
out of our entrenchments (leaving within 
them only just enough for their protection) 
to a distance of about two hours, in the 
direction of Mecca, that we might meet 
him on his way, Tossoon leading us in 
person, who, so soon as he came in sight, 
was the first to press forward and salute his 
father, * the troops afterwards welcoming 


♦ Mengin, vol. ii ,p. 25, speaks of a public reception of 
Mahomet Ali by Tossoon at Tayef, corresponding with 
this in many circumstances, but it can hardly be the 
same, since he then returned immediately from Djidda, 
Jime 6, 1814, and had brought with him over the moun- 
tain only twenty men. 
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him in a body with the loudest acclama- 
tions, and, falling into his train, which was 
not very large till they joined him ; for he 
brought with him no further escort than 
a body of about eight hundred horse, but 
these so well appointed, that, with the 
great augmentation now received, the entry 
into the camp made a noble show. 

It took place early enough in the fore- 
noon to admit of a cursory military inspec- 
tion before the meal at mid-day, which is 
a proof of the great Pasha'’s activity : he 
then retired to the quarters hitherto occu- 
pied by his son, which he took as his own 
from this time ; and it is almost incredible 
what a new spirit was infused into the 
soldiery by his becoming thus fixed among 
them. 

Their pay had been much in arrear for 

B2 



4 


LIFE AND ADVENTURES [Ch. I. 


some time past, upon representation of 
which a large part of it was paid up im- 
mediately, and even some gratuities given, 
where instances of distinguished merit 
were pointed out ; and though complaints 
and applications from individuals were not 
encouraged, they were always listened to, 
and the party dismissed with condescension 
and fair words: since no general ever 
knew better the effect of that sort of affa- 
bility, when it is desirable to keep men 
united and in good humour, upon hard 
service*. 

^ Mengin says, speaking of Mahomet All’s conduct 
to the troops after their disasters, Ce prince, connais- 
saiit Ic caractere de sa nation, redoutait les suites d’une 
revolte, et sat la prevenir par ses menagemens. Dans 
cette circonstance, comme dans touto autre, Mohammed 
Aly se conduisit avec beaucoup de politicjue et d’adresse. 
L’estimo qu’il inspirait aux troupes lui donnait de I’as- 
cendant sur leur esprit, et lui permettait de les gouverner 
it son gre.” — ^Tom. ii., p. 17. 
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Great attention also was paid to keeping 
all the regiments in practice^ and exercis- 
ing them daily in horsemanship, and firing 
at the mark, and the use of the sabre. 

Meantime, no pains were spared to 
ascertain exactly the situation and designs 
of the enemy, which were become, as it 
appeared, sufficiently formidable; for many 
of the natives, not committed to the Wa- 
habees in religious opinions, yet dreading 
the dominion of a stranger, had made 
common cause with them against the 
Egyptian army ; and since it was well 
known to them all that they would now 
have to cope with Mahomet Ali in person, 
whose very name seemed to carry success 
with it, they were straining every nerve to 
make their resistance effectual ; those par- 
ticiuany, as has been already lilntecl, in 
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the occupation of Taraba and Barusce, as 
well as places near and dependent on them, 
had laid aside their petty jealousies en- 
tirely, and were combined to swell a total 
which amounted to no less than about 
twenty-four thousand men in arms, all 
now drawn together to one point, and 
posted at a place called Basilic*. 

This is a level spot of ground, encircled 
by a natural rampart of hills, which, how- 
ever, forming rather a chain than one con- 
tinued ridge round it, leave narrow gaps 
betwixt, here and there, like so many en- 
trances, but not one that is not well com- 

* Les Wahabys se rassemblerent au nombre do 
vingt mille, sous la conduite de Fay<jal, fils de Souhoiid, 
entre Bessel et Tarabe. Outre cette ariuee, ils gardaien 
en reserve un coqjs de dix mille combattuiits.” — Tom. 
ii. p. 29. Bessel (Basilic) is said to bu (tom, ii., p. 12), 
‘ deux journees au-dela de Koiilakh/’ and represented 
(tom. ii., p. 399) as less tenable than Tayef. 
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manded, so that if the heights be properly 
defended, the area within is quite secure. 

Upon this accordingly were assembled 
their stores, and provisions, and ammuni- 
tion for prosecuting the war, and a great 
deal also of private property, whilst by far 
the greater part of their infantry force was 
stationed upon the eminences all round, 
deeming themselves quite secure in their 
position, so long as a good look-out should 
be kept ; at the same time, the base of 
this mountain-rampart on the outside was 
assigned to their cavalry, which, though 
amounting to no very large numbers, were 
yet amply suflScient for the purposes as- 
signed them, and very constantly upon the 
alert. 

When the^se dispositions had been com- 

‘1 

pleted, and their whole combined strength 
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concentrated at that post, so overweening 
a confidence became the result, that an 
attack from our Pasha seemed to be what 
was most earnestly desired. But the he- 
roine Gallia, however much she might 
share this wish, was too prudent to pro- 
voke the experiment by any aggression 
which should draw her from her vantage- 
ground ; and therefore thought that words 
would be the safest mode of defiance, for 
which purpose she framed a most insulting 
letter, and addressed and sent it to Maho- 
met Ali, in iiis camp at Ciulla. 

Both in the style and the matter, it is 
said to have savoured very much of bar- 
barism, for all that was not insolence or 
reproach was menace and arrogance, dar- 
ing the Egyptian army to do its worst, 
and threatening that, if it did not quietly 



Ch. I.] 


OF GIOVANNI FINATX. 


9 


evacuate the country, she would herself 
come and drive out every man from the 
entrenchments. 

To this the Pasha^ sent an immediate 
and suitable reply, intimating that such 
language could have no effect upon him, 
and that, so far from waiting to be in- 
vaded in his trenches, he would come in 
person to Basille, and soon shew his ene- 
mies an end of their boastings. 

This was precisely what Gallia wished ; 
and some may therefore be disposed to ar- 
raign the prudence of our commander-in- 
chief, for being induced to attack so very 
strong a position, and above all for thus 
declaring his intention beforehand. 

* Mengiii differs materially in the circumstance of re- 
presenting Mahomet Ali as arriving with his force only 
the day before tliis battle, winch he dates, perhaps cor- 
rectly, Jan. 10, 1815. 
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But when it is taken into account, on the 
one hand, that this purpose was not conse- 
quent upon the letter, but had been long 
formed, and even prepared for and on the 
other, that, from the very nature of the 
ground, it was quite impossible to do any 
thing by surprise, a prompt and decisive 
tone of this sort may appear to have been 
the more politic, as well as the more chival- 
rous course, since it tended to check the 
enemy’s bold self-reliance and to damp 
their spirits, while it met the feelings of all 
his own troops, who were burning with 
resentment at the aflFront put upon them. 

Accordingly, within two days afterwards, 
he called upon his whole force to come with 
him, and make themselves masters of Ba- 
«ille ; in such confident terms did he ven- 
ture to speak of victory beforehand. 
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With the Pasha of Egypt at our head, 
we set forward in high spirits, leaving our 
camp, our baggage, and provisions, all 
within the works which we had thrown up 
at Ciulla, and in the charge of a consider- 
able detachment stationed there to protect 
them. 

The march, which had been computed at 
six hours, we performed in five; so that, 
after having quitted Ciulla at midnight^ 
we found ourselves near Basille at dawn. 

The sun was no sooner risen, than we 
could plainly see the enemy whom we were 
come to engage with, their infantry cover- 
ing the heights, and their cavalry below, 
skirting the foot of their position. Our 
approach seemed to put the whole force 
into motion and activity ; while on our side 
also the troops were not behindhand in 
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demonstrations of eagerness and impatience 
for coming to action, and were little in 
need of being exhorted or encouraged, yet 
Mahomet All passed through all the ranks, 
reminding them that on the event of the 
day hung the^destinies of Egypt, and their 
own honour and safety. 

Then, after having sufficiently observed 
the ground, and made his plan of attack, 
he picked out a body of Algerine troops, 
to whom he assigned the perilous charge of 
the first onset, as an advanced guard, for 
the purpose of -drawing down the enemy ; 
and in their hearing, having called about 
him all the commanding officers of the dif- 
ferent regiments, spoke at some length, 
setting before them in strong colours all 
that the Wahabees had done to provoke 
and insult them, and that here, at Basille, 
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an opportunity seemed to be offered for 
crushing them at once by a single effort ; 
that the success of the campaign and the 
security of Mecca depended on the issue ; 
that the eyes of the whole Mahometan 
world were fixed upon his army, and that, 
for his own part, he should not survive a 
reverse, after such a course of successes ; 
but, as he was the first to shew the way to 
the battle, so would he be the first to wel- 
come a grave upon the spot, should defeat 
and disgrace attend them. 

His words had a great effect in animat- 
ing both officers and soldiers, and he ordered 
on the Algerine detachment, with instruc- 
tions so to manage their attack, as, if possi- 
ble, to decoy their adversaries into the plain. 

In the meantime, it became evident that 
there was a general movement amongst 
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them, and that they were drawn up into 
line to receive us. 

The advanced guard accordingly moved 
on, as a sort of forlorn hope ; and the 
whole army followed them at no great 
interval, presenting a front of about 
equal extent with that of the enemy ; 
but the orders given were, that in going 
forward, the whole should bear gradually 
to the right, so as to bring our centre op- 
posed to their left wing, and onfcrfl^ik them 
upon that side, while the cavalry, ' till such 
time as it should be necessary to bring them 
into action, were placed in the rear, with 
orders to observe the same movement. 

When we had reached a certain point, 
Mahomet Ali halted the whole line, and 
choosing out a little level spot, commanded 
his carpet to be spread there, and calling 
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for his pipe, and seating himself, said that 
from that ground he should not move, but 
would there await victory or death as the 
result of the action, and that every soldier 
should there find his recompense, upon 
presenting him with the head of an enemy*'. 

The pause was a short one, and the 
troops again advanced, but had orders that 
if those on the heights should shew signs 
of coming forward, they should instantly 
retrograde a little, which took place almost 
immediately, just as had been foreseen, 
and provided for. 

* loth of January 1815, “ sans perdre de terns, il 
(Mahomet Ali) attaqua I’arm^e de Fayqal, on I’ordi'e et 
rensemhle si n^cessaires dans lesbatailles ne secondaient 
point la valeur du soldat. II hattit cette multitude, 
qu’il forga, en se rctirant, d’ahandonner ses Equipages. 
An fort de la melee, Mahomet Ali tua un ennemi de sa 
propre main (this, as it seems, could hardly be) j chaque 
tete qu’on lui apportait etait pay4esixtaleris.” — Mengin, 
tom. ii., p. 30. 
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The Wahabees, who must have seen, 
and probably misconstrued, the first halt 
into something like a hesitation upon our 
part, no sooner perceived the whole line 
shew a disposition to fall back, than 
they felt no longer any doubt that we 
were panic-struck, and that the day was 
their own ; and^ in fact, our Algerine ad- 
vanced guard, having just then fallen in with 
their cavalry, were really losing ground, 
and their opponents getting the advantage, 
which aided the effect of the feint, and 
tended to confirm them in their error. 
They might also probably feel some fears 
for their cavalry, who were now actively 
engaged, and, unless supported, might be 
shut up between our front and the moun- 
tain, in a part which they could not 
ascend. 
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Under these impressions they had the 
imprudence to come down, which they did 
in as good order as the steep ground would 
admit of, and formed themselves on the 
plain, which is just what our Pasha had 
been desirous of bringing them to from tlie 
beginning. 

We stood fixed where we were ; our re- 
lative posture, with respect to the enemy 
line, being exactly such as was designed, 
and waited for their attack, which began 
almost as soon as they had descended. 

Our advanced guard had gone forward 
from the centre of our line, but, owing to 
our subsequent movements, was now partly 
in front of the left wing, and partly ex- 
tending beyond it, and opposed to the right 
of the enemy, to which it was able to make 
but a feeble resistance. 

VoL. 1 1. C 
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Meantime the centre of each army was 
opposed to the right wing of the other, our 
left extending beyond their line, and being, 
for the present, quite out of the action. 

The enemy, not at all aware of the object 
and effect of these dispositions, finding so 
little obstruction upon their left from the 
advanced guard, whom they outnumbered, 
and drove back, pressed rapidly forward in 
that quarter ; but as this was not at all the 
case with the remainder of their line, which 
could make little or no impression upon 
ours, that flank became detached from the 
rest, and, following in pursuit of the Alge- 
rines, was soon engaged with our cavalry 
from behind — our infantry continuing in 
perfect order all the while, though in hot 
and close conflict. 

The heat of the battle lasted no less than 
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five hours ; and the Arabian army was 
losing the day without being at all aware 
of it ; for, so soon as the Pasha saw that 
the enemy’s wing, which had gone forward, 
was sufficiently separated, and run into 
disorder, he directed that our right, which 
outflanked their line, and was still fresh, 
should close round upon it, so as to cut 
hem off from their mountain-post; and all 
that was disposable of our cavalry was 
employed to shut up every other way from 
them, and especially any that might have 
led to our camp at Ciulla. 

■•if, 

Mere courage could do little against an 
equal degree of courage now directed by 
military skill and experience — and courage 
was all that the Wahabees had to oppose 
to us ; but this did not forsake them to 
the last, the fight being protracted, even in 
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that desperate condition, during several 
hours. But at length victory declared de- 
cisively for us, and so ended the glorious 
day of Basille. 

The slaughter made of the enemy was pro- 
digious, the whole field remaining strewed 
over with their headless bodies, for there 
were 4ew of our soldiers who did not 
claim and receive their reward from the 
Pasha. 

Even of those Arabs and Wahabees who 
had the goo# fortune to escape, not one 
could regain the camp that he set out from, 
or save anything in his flighl ; whilst with 
us it became our object of first concern to 
secure the spoil, which was not done with- 
out loss ; for those who had been left upon 
the heights for the purpose of guarding it, 
thougli they had witnessed from thence the 
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defeat of their comrades, yet stood their 
ground, and continued to do so even when 
charged by a large body of our infantry, 
upon whom they kept firing down with 
great effect : but that body having been 
reinforced by a more general and combined 
effort, the position was carried, and not 
a man in it was left alive. 

If the escape of Gallia herself be ex- 
cepted, there was no drawback upon the 
success of that day ; and our commander- 
in-chief, as he sat surrounded with the 
heads of his enemies, shewed, both by his 
words and his countenance, that he was 
fully impressed with its importance. 

The tents, the provisions, the ammuni- 
tion, the women, all that had belonged to 
the defeated, fell into our hands, and was 
sent off at once for our camp at Ciulla, 
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with a large detachment, appointed not 
only for an escort upon the road, but also 
to secure, by an additional force, the pos- 
session of that post during our ulterior 
operations, which were very immediate, 
Mahomet Ali not suffering our spirits, and 
the confidence arising from recent successes, 
to cool. 

We were directed first upon Taraba**", 
and saw everything as we advanced fly 
before us, so great a panic had seized the 
whole country after the affair of Basille ; 
and upon our arrival, in the course of the 
second day’s march, we found that those 
outworks which had defied us before, and 
had been considered so formidable, were 


♦ L’arm{>c Turque alia coiicher a Koulakh, et se 
porta ensiiite sur Taraht^ Bifchch et Rhanyeh, sans tirer 
vn coup de fusil.” — Mcngin^ tom. ii., p. 30. 
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now all abandoned, and not the slightest 
opposition made to our taking possession 
both of the village and the castle. 

It appeared that, upon the great muster 
being made at Basille, a very slender garri- 
son had been left here, which instantly 
withdrew upon the news of the defeat, so 
that not a single man, bearing arms, re- 
mained, but, for the most part, only women 
and children, or very old persons, and a 
few peaceable owners of the soil, anxious 
to continue in the quiet occupation of their 
properties and dwellings. 

All these poor people protested their 
helplessness, and begged for protection; 
and, with whatever degree of sincerity, 
assumed an air of satisfaction at beino; now 
subject to a power that was capable of 
securing them ; proffering, at the same time, 
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their services, and the utmost protestation 
of fidelity. Strict orders were therefore 
given, that all private property should be 
respected, and no violence done to the in- 
habitants ; and it is to the credit of the 
discipline in the Egyptian army, that in no 
single instance were they disobeyed on this 
occasion. 

All that was taken was what fell to the 
conqueror by the right of war, — the castle, 
and the public stores contained in it, some 
of which were remarkable,, for it had been 
made one o? the principal magazines and 
arsenals of the Wahabees. 

The powder was all of their own manu- 
factnre; and since they had no great skill, 
and knew perhaps little of the just relative 
proportions of the ingredients, it was very 
gross, and contained an unusual quantity 
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of saltpetre, which is a substance that 
abounds in all their territory ; it was not, 
however, the worse for their warfare on this 
account, for not carrying regular muskets, 
but only coarse matchlocks, the predomi-* 
nance of the salt-petre enabled them to 
fire somewhat the quicker, as it seemed to 
make the powder take more readily than it 
otherwise would. They had a contrivance, 
also, for sparing lead in their bullets, which, 
is a very rare commodity amongst them, by 
coating over small pebbles with it, and so 
fitting them to their purpose. 

Very shortly the commander-in-chief, 
having called together all the proprietors 
and residents, announced to them that it 
was his intention to go forward in pursuit 
of the enemy, and that he should have 
posted at Taraba a sufficiently strong gar- 
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risen to have coerced them, and maintained 
it by force ; but, wishing to give them proof 
of his confidence, and desirous always of 
going hand-in-hand with the natives that 
submitted, he should select one from among 
them who might be associated in the go- 
vernment with the military commandant 
whom he should leave. 

He nominated, accordingly, one of their 
principal land-owners, and after investing 
him with a pelisse of honour*, recom- 
mended him to be true and faithful to his 


* Mengin, speaking of a somewhat earlicT period, says 
of Tossoon’s conduct towards the inhabitants, Ceux 
qui venaient se presenter a lui recevaient des pelisses, 
de r argent et des habillements. Gen^reux envers tous, 
il accueillait avec les memos egards les grands et les 
petits. Sa courtoisie fut portee si loin, qiie les uns et 
les autres, pleins de recounoissance, lui jurerent qu’ils 
seraiciit toujours les eiuiemis de ses onnemis.” — Tom. i., 
p. 389. 
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trust, and warned him that he became re- 
sponsible not for his own conduct only, but 
for that also of those who were thus put 
under his charge and superintendence; and 
that any disposition to revolt, or treason 
undivulged on the part of his townsmen, 
would cost him his head. 

It had been ascertained, in the mean 
time, that the fugitives from the field at 
Basille had got together, and were posted 
and encamped at Bisce ^ : we all, there- 
fore, received marching orders for that 
place, with the exception of about five 
hundred men left in garrison, and got 
ready, and proceeded on this expedition 
with as little delay as possible, for we heard 


* Mengin writes it Bycheh, and mentions it with other 
places of strength, as Biselle audTaraba. — voi. i., p. 405 ; 
vol. ii., p. 11. 
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wonders related of the exertions and acti- 
vity of those whom it was our object to 
dislodge, and of the fortifications already 
thrown up by them during the short period 
of bur march, and of our halt in Taraba. 

From whence, previous to our setting 
out, directions were sent down to the naval 
force for removing to the neighbourhood 
of Confiita, there to remain stationed until 
they should hear further. 

Two moderate marches brought us within 
sight of Bisce in the middle of the second 
day, where our first business was to en- 
camp, all operations being deferred to the 
morrow, and means taken in the interim 
for examining the position, and ascertaining 
the resources of those whose works ap- 
peared close in front of us. 

We found that across the gorge of a 
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valley a long range of mud wall had been 
constructed as a redoubt to protect the 
village^ and was flanked by two little forts, 
which, though of no better material, and 
built after the rude manner of the country, 
were pierced everywhere with loops for the 
discharge of fire-arms, and even small field- 
pieces, and threatened a very obstinate re- 
sistance. 

It indeed appeared wonderful that, after 
so signal a defeat, our adversaries should 
have been able to collect again so soon in 
such large numbers, and so well provided 
as they seemed to be; but it should be 
borne in mind, that they were fighting in 
their own country, and where a great pro- 
portion of the population was strongly in 
their favour, and identified with them in 
interests or opinions ; and it is probable. 



30 


LIFE AND ADVENTURES [Ch. I. 


therefore, that many were now at Bisce 
who had never fought at Basilic ; but, be 
this how it may, the force there was un- 
questionably very considerable, and seemed 
to shew great signs of confidence in the 
means which they had taken of securing 
themselves. 

In truth, this reliance upon their out- 
works, as opposed to our common artillery, 
was not quite without reason, for, after a 
very heavy cannonade, we perceived that the 
balls only sunk into them without any 
furtlicr effect, and the besieged were so 
well protected in their discharge of small 
shot, as to make any nearer approach ex- 
tremely difficult and hazardous, as we soon 
found to our cost. 

The engineers, therefore, were directed 
to try the effect of throwing a few shells ; 
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and the principal fort was fixed upon as a 
proper point for their aim, since in all 
probability the head-quarters, or principal 
stores, might be there. 

The result was more immediate and de- 
cisive than had been anticipated; for a shell, 
the third only that was thrown, falling 
very true to its mark, not only killed 
several principal persons assembled there, 
in its immediate explosion, but did yet 
greater mischief by setting fire to some 
combustibles, which communicatintr to all 
the dry wood-work and thatching of reed 
and dead palm-branches with which the 
interior space was subdivided and covered 
for their troops, had the effect of spreading 
almost immediately into one immense and 
general blaze, the heat and smoke of wdiicli 
became intolerable even to the assailants. 
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and soon drove out the besieged to a pre- 
cipitate flight, by the rear of their position, 
after a resolute defence, which might other- 
wise probably have continued much longer; 
but which had lasted, under these circum- 
stances, only two days, during the first 
part of which (before experience had taught 
us to be cautious in our advances) we had 
lost a great many men. 

The heroine, Gallia, having no longer 
any post left within distance, to retire to, 
led her followers at once into the neigh- 
bouring desert, and ultimately across it to 
Dareia 

Our cavalry pursued and did execution 
upon some of them before they had ad- 
vanced far in their retreat; but it seemed 

* Vfrittcn Dcrayah, l)y Mengin, which held out till 

1818. 
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by no means advisable to follow them 
longer, since the whole distance across is 
no less than a journey of fifteen days, and 
no water at all to be found in the first half 
of the way, so that a tract more strictly 
deserving the name of a desert is no where 
to be seen. 

Upon this account Mahomet Ali dis- 
countenanced all further efforts in that 
direction ; and indeed saw that, even if 
any advantage under such circumstances 
could have been iioped for, it must draw 
him away too much from the central point 
of his operations ; he resolved therefore to 
make Bisce the limit of his successes in 
that direction for the present, and to turn 
at once towards the coast, upon Confuta, 
wliich was now at a great distance from us. 

Accordingly, upon quitting Bisce, a 
VoL. II. D 
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small garrison was left there, and one of 
the chief native residents associated with 
the commandant, upon the same terms as 
in Taraba; a policy pursued thenceforth 
in all instances, for the sake of giving the 
proprietors and inhabitants a common in- 
terest with that of the government 

Still however, notwithstanding our suc- 
cesses, and these conciliatory precautions, 
we had uncomfortable proofs of being in an 
enemy’s country; for during a march pro- 
tracted to five and twenty days, we had to 
dispute our way almost continually, and 
scarcely one passed without interruptions 
and encounters from roving parties of 

♦ Mengin mentions that, pendant cette marche, Ali 
Madaisy abandonna avec sa troupe les drapeaux des 
Wahabys, et vint serendre au viceroi,qui le re^ut d’une 
maniere distingue© ; il lui donna a titre d’ apanage Ic 
de r Obeylah k cinq lieues de T4yef.” vol. ii., 3 1 # 
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Wahabees, or hostile Arabs, who were 
bent on turning us, or arresting our pro- 
gress. Sometimes we found villages that 
still held for them, and which it was neces- 
sary to reduce, in every one of which the 
system of which the first examples had been 
given in Taraba and Bisce was followed, 
and our numbers were much diminished 
by detaching so many little garrisons from 
our body. 

It was after this series of petty sieges 
and skirmishes, that we at last reached 
Confiita*, a place known to me before as 
a scene of disaster and distress ; but we 
approached it now under the better auspices 

* L’ann^e se porta sur Koufodah; dont elle s’empara 
sans coup f6rir, apres quatorze jours de marclie. De 
Konfodali le viceroi revint d, Geddah par mcr, puis il se 
rendit k la Mekke, annon^ant partout les avantages quil 
avait remport^.— Tom. ii., p. 32, 

D 2 
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of our commander-In-chief, whose presence 
seemed to be an earnest of good fortune, 
and confidently anticipated that this would 
fall into our hands, as so many other strong 
places had done before it. 

In effect, such was the power of his 
name, and the impression made by so 
promptly following up the full tide of 
victory, that no sooner were those in pos- 
session certified of his near approach, than 
dispersing themselves in various directions, 
they abandoned the place, and seemed 
almost to have disappeared before us, so 
that at this important station we met with 
not the smallest trouble or resistance; yet 
a larger armed force than ordinary was 
permanently placed there, and some very 
few natives, who made a merit of having 
remained or of returning, had the honours 
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of a whole population conferred upon them, 
in the joint authority with which their 
Sheik was invested. 

As soon as this had been done, the fleet, 
which had been lying in the neighbour- 
hood for some time past, was brought into 
the port, for the purpose of conveying all 
the rest of the army to Djidda; I speak 
only of the infantry, of which I was one, 
for the cavalry had been sent off already 
to make its way thither by land. 

It is a passage usually computed at only 
five or six days, but bad weather and con- 
trary winds impeding us, our small stock 
of water and provisions failed, and it being 
difficult to replace them on that coast, a 
greater delay was occasioned, than the 
mere touching at several points by the way, 
so that no less than fifteen days were con- 
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sumed ; and owing to this, when we reached 
Djidda, instead of finding Mahomet Ali 
there, as we expected, his patience had 
been exhausted, and he was gone on with 
the cavalry to Mecca, but had left orders 
that we should follow him thither without 
delay; and since no hint was given us of 
any ulterior destination, every one was 
listening to the dictates of his own wishes, 
and forming in imagination his own schemes 
by the way, so that the journey was ac- 
qoniplished cheerfully, and without either 
•adventure or impediment, being through a 
country entirely in our occupation. 

Upon our arrival in the holy city, we 
.were much gratified at a badge of dis- 
tinction which had been prepared for us; 
,fpr every soldier, of whatsoever degree 
who had borne part in the army, either at 
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Ciulla, or Basllle, or at Taraba, was pre- 
sented with a small aigrette of metal 
silvered over, with several points or sprigs 
issuing from it, which he was henceforth 
entitled to wear in his turban * ; and, 
though the intrinsic value was trifling, the 
novelty, and the circumstances under 
which these decorations were conferred, 
made us prize them highly, and I have 
carefully preserved mine to this day. 

The Pasha of Egypt’s next act, however, 
was far less popular with his soldiery, for 
it was to order them ofi* upon service to 
different parts of the country ; and amongst 
others that Albanian regiment to which I 

* Mengin says, in the note, vol. i., p. 304, ‘Uorsque 
les soldats turcs ont eu des succes eL la guerre, on donne 
a ceux qui ont fait preuve de valeur des aigrettes en 
argent qu’ils portent a leurs turbans.” 
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belonged was destined to Taraba. But, 
no matter to what place, there hardly 
could be a greater disappointment to us 
all, for we began to think that we had been 
absent from Cairo and our homes quite 
long enough ; and since we saw the main 
objects of the campaign accomplished 
had supposed that we must be called to 
head-quarters, only for the purpose of dis- 
missing us, and making arrangements for 
our return. 

Murmurs, therefore, and discontent 
broke out so generally and so loud, that 
they reached the Pasha’s earf, who, far 

* That is to say, the whole Beled el Haram (holy 
land) had been delivered, and many places also lying^ 
beyond its limits, hut the Wahahees still possessed 
Yemen, with its capital Durayeh. 

f Mengin, vol. ii., p. 48, ascribes Mahomet Ali’s 
retuni to Egypt to the news of Buonaparte’s escape 
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from treating them with indifference or 
contempt, did not even make the show of 
being displeased, but sent us word through 
an officer that our stay would not be long, 
for that he himself was on the eve of his 
departure for Egypt, leaving the Albanian 
Hassan Pasha (a very popular character 
with us) in command of Mecca, and all 
the country which had been reduced ; and 
that so soon as he himself should reach 
Cairo, he would immediately send off his 
newly levied troops to take our places, and 


from Elba, and dates his arrival on the 18th June, 1815, 
which I suspect to be later by some weeks than was 
really the fact ; for, if it be correct, he must either have 
been detained at Mecca long after our author’s regiment 
was at Taraba, or on his road and passage, since we 
cannot allow less than four months between the going 
there into quarters, and the insurrection of the soldiery 
in Cairo. 



42 


JLIFE AND ADVENTURES 


[Ch.J. 


we should then be welcome to follow our 
inclinations. 

Tranquillized by this solemn assurance, 
^the large body in which I served, after a 
■ Stay of no more than four days, was 
marched off for Taraba, where we relieved 
• the garrison, and took possession both of 
the village and the castle ; but during a 
residence of only three months in our new 
quarters we lost no less than ninety of our 
men% owing entirely to the careless man- 
ner in which our eatables were provided 
for us ; for in all that country there is an 
immense quantity of native sal ammoniac, 
which was most indiscreetly made use of in 

* Mengin, vol. ii., p. 21, speaks of great sickness and 
mortality among the troops, hy intermittent fevers, dy- 
sentery, and dropsy, and ascribes it altogether to the bad 
quality of the water. 
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salting and preparing our provisions, those 
persons who had the charge of them being 
either ignorant or indifferent as to the 
effects that it would produce. 

The consequence was a very general 
state of sickness among the troops, very 
few remaining quite exempt ; but the 
strongest recovered the attack, whilst those 
whose constitutions were less vigorous 
sunk under it. Afterwards more pre- 
caution was taken, by diluting and steep- 
ing this salt in water during several days, 
'previous to applying it to the purposes of 
curing or of cooking, which greatly neu- 
tralized, if it did not entirely do away with 
its noxious qualities. 

The three months, the period originally 
fixed for our garrison duty, having expired, 
the Pasha of Egypt kept his word with 
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US, and we were relieved by a regiment 
sent expressly to Taraba for that purpose ; 
but from the turn of events, instead of 
feeling glad to quit a place to which we 
had gone so unwillingly, the removal was 
a matter of regret and apprehension to us 
all: for, however careless and indifferent 
the Turks may appear to the risk of 
plague when it breaks out at their very 
doors, they are too much like the rest of 
mankind, to go cheerfully and willingly 
from a distance to places where they know 
it to be raging, neither do they consider 
that their religion at all obliges them to do 
so. Now, we had all heard for some time 
past frightful accounts of its ravages about 
head-quarters, and being ourselves quite 
out of reach of all infection where we now 
were, felt very great reluctance to march 
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into the midst of it ; but our orders were 
positive : those who were to replace us ar- 
rived, and we proceeded by slow journies 
to Mecca, from whence Hassan Pasha, who 
stood now in the place of commander-in- 
chief, ordered us off for Djidda, the point 
fixed on for our embarkation for Egypt. 

Although we had found less mortality 
in Mecca itself than we expected, our 
hearts sunk within us when this port was 
named, for nothing could exceed the ac- 
counts of desolation and horror received 
from all that neighbourhood ; and however 
strongly the belief in predestination may 
harden Mahometans, our regiment could 
not forbear murmuring at being sent into 
peril so open and gratuitous ; but we were 
answered, that it was at our own desire, 
that supplies would fail if we delayed, 
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and that transports were waiting for us 
there. 

We set out, therefore, with very bit- 
ter forebodings, and I never shall for- 
get the exclamation of our officer who 
Jed us — How much better would it 
have been to have died in the field, 
than to go thus to perish like rotten cattle 
at Djidda !” 

But no description can convey a just 
image of the desperate and deplorable 
state in which we found that town when 
we entered it. The streets were all empty, 
and the shops shut; corpses were seen lying 
and putrefying upon every side, all com- 
passion and decency were at an end, there 
was no care to bury the dead, nor even so 
much as to remove them, so greatly had 
the mortality and the terror of the conta- 
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gion spread : no house where there were' 
any living persons would admit us^ and 
we took up our quarters in those where 
every inhabitant had been swept away, for 
the vessels were either not yet ready, or 
afraid of taking us on board. 

Under such circumstances it was not to 
be expected that we should escape infec- 
tion ; our officers were amongst the first who 
sickened, and it spread so generally among 
the men also, that in my own company, 
which consisted of twenty-eight, eight only 
recovered and survived. 

I was not myself quite so soon attacked 
as many others, and thus was able to nurse 
and attend upon my comrades and superiors 
during several days : my own turn, how- 
ever, came before long, and I fell into as 
bad a condition as any of them ; under 
which, perhaps, my spirits, naturally 
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cheerful and sanguine, did more than any 
thing to support me, and to carry me 
through it, for it was not long before the 
disorder seemed to take a favourable turn, 
and the tumours, which had risen on va- 
rious parts of my body, gradually sub- 
sided. 

It was not till after a delay, however, 
of five and twenty days, passed in these 
dismal extremities, that we embarked, 
greatly reduced in numbers, and with few 
amongst us who were not either actually 
sick, or Still suffering under the effects of 
this desolating plague : hence the scene on 
board became dreadful ; the want of space, 
the stench of disease, the restlessness, the 
complaints, the groans were quite intoler- 
able : many sunk under their sufferings out 
of pure weakness; many, who had thought 
themselves cured, relapsed, or were a se- 
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cond time infected, so that nothing was 
to be seen but agony and death upon the 
deck and below, and corpses thrown into 
the sea. 

Disgust and desperation got to such a 
height, that all joined in intreating the 
captain of the vessel to set us any where 
on shore, rather than let us perish in this 
miserable manner before w^e could reach 
the port of Suez. But his instructions not 
permitting this, we ourselves seized the 
opportunity when we touched at Ras 
Mahomet, the very first foreland of the 
region of Mount Sinai, where we all set up 
a sliout of gladness as soon as we had crept 
out of that dismal ship, and it was in vain 
that we were invited to return to it. 

The eagerness and joy of the moment 
had made us overlook every sort of pre- 


VOL. II. 
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caution or preparation for the journey : we 
had left, therefore, our tents, our provisions, 
and even our arms on board, with every 
thing, without exception, that belonged to 
us ; and in this destitute condition, weak 
and reduced as we were, we set forward to 
make way across the desert : and even the 
fatigues and privations of three days could 
not induce us to repent of the steps that 
we had taken : it may, indeed, be doubted, 
whether the want of covering, and of food, 
as well as the state of exertion forced upon 
us, had not, on the whole, a beneficial 
effect, for though we suffered much by the 
way, few of us were the worse for it, and 
not one died. 

The first district of cultivation which we 
reached was the Vale of Tor, where we 
provided ourselves with what we wanted 5 
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and hiring camels, on which some rode 
double^ and some by turns, made our way 
round to Suez, where we found that the 
vessel had arrived before us. 

There, when an account was taken of 
our numbers, it appeared that we could 
muster no more than one hundred and 
nine ; and the reader will have an estimate 
of our losses, when informed that the com- 
plement had amounted to five hundred 
and fifty soldiers, besides their officers. 

During my short stay in Suez, I met 
with a French traveller, who had seen all 
the continent of Europe, and some por- 
tions also both of Asia and Africa, and 
was now bent upon exploring Arabia, for 
which the opportunity certainly seemed 
a good one, so far as regarded personal 
security, since the Egyptian army had so 
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reduced and brought the wandering tribes 
into subjection, that those petty intestine 
wars no longer prevailed, which rendered 
it at other times so difficult and hazardous 
to traverse their country*. Anyone, there- 
fore, I make no doubt, might have pene- 
trated very far at that period in many 
directions with safety^ provided he had the 
sanction and protection of Mahomet Ali. 
How far the traveller in question had this 
advantage I do not know, but his ambi- 
tion was to see all that he could, and, after 
exploring Arabia and Yemen, to embark 
for India. 

He was extremely anxious to induce me 
to attend him in his journey, seeing that I 


* It was the period selected hy the excellent and 
lamented Burckhardt. I am unahle to conjecture who 
this French traveller can have been. 
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was qualified to serve not only as a guide 
through a great part of the country, but 
that I was personally acquainted with 
many of the most influential among the 
natives, and conversant with their lan- 
guage and habits ; my connexion also with 
the Egyptian army was no small point of 
recommendation. It was the first pro- 
posal that I had ever received of the 
sort^ and I was almost on the point of 
acceding to it ; however, when I came 
to reflect upon having returned so very 
near home in safety, and yet that, by this 
arrangement, I was not to visit it, nor to 
enjoy 'any of that rest and tranquillity 
which I began to require, but must, on the 
other hand, go back at once to scenes of 
painful and uncomfortable recollection, 
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and perhaps court a repetition of hardships 
and misfortunes, I thought I judged bet- 
ter -when I ended by declining his offers. 

After a very few days, therefore, of neces- 
sary repose, I took the road for Cairo with 
my companions, joining them heartily in the 
lively demonstrations of joy and mutual 
congratulation which they made, by con- 
tinual discharges of fire-arms, and music^ 
and singing*, as they marched along; for 
though not myself a native, as some few 
of them were, yet I felt as much as any 
of them that I was returning to my coun- 
try, so muf^i have I been accustomed to 
consider Egypt in that light. 

The first sight of the citadel was hailed 

♦ The Albanian soldiery may frequently be seen 
singing to their mandolins. 
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by US with redoubled shouts, and still more 
frequent firing ; and it was not long before 
we found ourselves in the company of 
many of our friends within the walls. 
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CHAPTER II. 


Insmrection of the Soldiery at Cairo, and perilous situa- 
tion of Mahomet Ali — The Author accompanies Mr. 
Bankes in his voyage upon the Nile into Nubia — 
Visit to one of thatTOnccs of that country — Account 
of the anhquities and temples there — Also of those in 
Egypt — ^The Pyramids — ^Return to Cairo — Mosques 
there — Preparations for going into Syria with Mr. 
Bankes in quality of interpreter. 


At Cairo I only continued to belong to 
the army till such time as the arrears of 
our pay for eighteen months were dis- 
charged, which took place within a few 
days after our arrival ; when, finding my- 
self with some money in hand, and in some 
need of relaxation and repose, I withdrew 
from the service, (for this is at every sol- 
diery’s option, according to the system of 
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those countries, when he pleases, unless 
while actually engaged in a foreign cam- 
paign,) and betook myself for a while to a 
private life in that city. Just at this 
period, however, there broke out a sort of 
convulsion there *, which, as it was very 
serious and violent during the short time 
that it lasted, I must not omit to mention. 

Our Pasha had determined upon drilling 
his troops after the European manner f, 
and having taken steps for carrying this 
plan into effect, officers were specially ap- 
pointed for the superintendence of the new 


* This tumult, or revolution, as Mr. Belzoni calls it, 
will be found mentioned (with some trifling variation in 
the circumstances) in his works, p. 9 to 12. 

f ‘‘Depuis longtems Mohammed Aly avait eu le projet 
d’instruire et de v^tir ses troupes h. I’Europeenne, car 
il n’ignorait pas que la tactique suppl^e au nombre ; il 
mauifesta ses intentions h son retour d’ Arabic.” — Men^ 
ffin, vol. ii., p. 49. 
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^steni. I myself might very well have 
aspired to one of these posts, since my ori- 
ginal training in the French service had 
given me some knowledge in European tac- 
tics, and I might add, over and above, the 
claim of a great practical experience in 
oriental warfhr^. 

But, nevertheless, I felt no inclination 
either to ask or accept of such a charge, 
perceiving what consequences it was likely 
to lead to ; for this sort of military disci- 
pline was looked upon at that time by all 
the soldiery with the utmost jealousy and 
aversion ms a direct invasion of the rights 
and liberties of their profession *. 

* Mengin, vol. ii., p. 49, says, that the Pasha in- 
js^cted the troops at Boulak, in their new manoeuvres, 
on the 2d of August. “ Les troupes commenckent alors 
^ munnurer : des esprits seditieux soufflerent le feu de 
la r^volte, et plusieurs chefs, d’ accord avec lours soldats. 
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Notwithstanding this ill humour, how- 
ever, in many parts of Egypt, and more 
especially about the capital, a course of 
regular drilling began to be carried on, 
and was enforced with a strictness and 
severity, that only tended still further to 
exasperate the feelings, and to ripen pro* 
jects of resistance and revenge. 

These were not long in finding a vent ; 
the first and foremost victims were the drill- 
officers, of whom the most part were na- 
tives, but some were also Frenchmen % 
who had remained in the country from the 
time of Buonaparte’s expedition, 

vinrent former le projet de renverser la puissance dn 
yiceroi.” It has been since proved how obnoxious a.i 
similar experiment is to the soldiery of Constantinople, 
Mengin, vol. i., p. 11, computes the French who 
entered tlie Mameluke service, in preference to return- 
ing home, at three hundred ; and says, that a smaller 
number enlisted in the party opposed to them. 
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Assassinations of these obnoxious per- 
sons by pistol-shot soon became frequent ; 
but, far from deterring the government, or 
warning them . to gentler measures, they 
led only to higher degrees of constraint 
and compulsion, till the odium no longer 
attached itself to the mere instruments of 
the experiment, but extended to the high- 
est authorities, and to the Ruler himself. 

If we muat have the French disci- 
pline,” said the discontented, let us carry 
the French system further, and have our 
revolution too.*^ And accordingly, upon 
a day previously concerted *, all those 
quartered in the neighbourhood of Cairo 
broke out into open mutiny and revolt, 
with the professed purpose of plundering 


* August 4, 1815. 
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the city, and putting Mahomet All to 
death. 

After falling first upon such of the oflS- 
cers as had not yet been taken off singly 
by individual violence, they marched for- 
ward in a formidable body ; and had not 
the pillage of some of the bazaars en- 
grossed them in the first instance, the 
chiefs of the government, who were quite 
unprepared for the attack, could hardly 
have escaped. 

Meanwhile, all the merchandise that was 
exposed was completely sacked, and terror 
and distress spread through all the capital ; 
far the greater part of the troops quar- 
tered within the city (with the exception 
only of the garrison in the citadel) taking 
part with the revolted, and adding to the 
disorder and outrages. 
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Some made attempts to get possession 
of the citadel^ for it was supposed that the 
Pasha was there ; other large parties con- 
tinued ransacking in all directions the dif- 
ferent streets, and plundering all that 
they could lay hands on. 

One company*, in particular, endea- 
voured to force its way into that quarter 
where most of the merchants from Mo- 
rocco and the western parts of Africa have 
their warehouses of silk and woollen ma- 


* lls se mirent k depouiller les maisons et les bazars, 
et jeterent partout la terreur. LeS Moghrebins surent 
defeiidre leurs |saj9pri6tcs avec courage ; par lesfenetres 
et du baut des terrasses, ils fusillerent les spoliateurs. 
he hamzaony (the silk and cloth bazaar) fut entiere- 
ment pille ; les quartiers des Francs, objet de la cupidity 
des revolt^s, resterent cependant uitacts, car les Euro- 
p4ens prirent les armes et Ton fit bonne contenaiice. Le 
viceroi y envoya, dans la joum^e du 4, des gardes pre- 
poshes Sl la police, ainsi que des fusils et des muni- 
vol# ii., p. 52. 
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nufacture, but were there met by an armed 
and obstinate resistance, and were repulsed 
altogether ; the narrowness of the streets, 
and the wooden gates separating the 
several quarters throughout the city, ren- 
dering such a defence easier than it would 
otherwise have been. 

The quarter also where the Europeans 
are established escaped entirely, but not 
without great energy and vigilance dis- 
played on the 'part of the merchants and 
others residing there, who organized a sort 
of armed police among themselves, in which 
each took his turn of personal service, and 
so kept guard for many days and nights, 
so long as any danger or apprehension 


* These wooden gates are usually closed about eight 
o’clock at night, after which hour the porter at each 
requires a small trifle for opening it. 
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continued ; their safety, however, was ow- 
ing, in a great measure, to the thought 
which the Pasha himself had for them, 
who, seeing the peculiar danger to which 
they would be exposed in this tumult, 
sent in five hundred muskets to them 
immediately, and other ammunition, suffi- 
cient to serve the purposes of their defence. 

The Pasha was, in fact, at the first 
breaking out of the disturbance, at no 
great distance from their part of the town, 
having come down but a few days before to 
his palace called Sbecchia*, which stands 
pleasantly in a large open square, convert- 
ible into a lake in the time of inundation. 

By the greatest good^ fortune, it had 
been so taken for granted that he was still 

* Mengin wites, ‘‘ L’Ezbekyeh.” It had been the 
palace of Elfi Bey, and occupied also by Buonaparte. 
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ill the citadel, that no search or inquiry 
was made for him elsewhere, yet he had 
many hours of a bitter suspense to endure, 
galled as he must have felt by the ingrati- 
tude of his army, and exposed every mo- 
ment to be discovered, and dragged to 
destruction. 

He was extricated from his perilous 
situation by the fidelity and courage of 
Abdim Bey, an Albanian, brother to Has- 
sail Pasha This Bey had a particular 

* Mengin also ascribes the safety of the Pasha to 
Abdym Bey, but says that it was by Jiotice given of the 
plot to him the night before^ which seems hardly cre- 
dible, for, if so, why was no further precaution taken 
than the mere withdrawal of the Pasha to the citadel ? 
Why was all the merchandise left exposed ? and the 
arms only sent into the Franks after the pillage of other 
quarters had actually begun ? I was upon the spot, 
but having been in a sort of state of blockade during 
the time, can give no testimony of value as to the parti- 
culars, further than that I know that no previous notice 

Yol. II. F 
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attachment to his person, and having drawn 
together about three hundred of his own 
nation who had continued loyal, and in 
whom he could confide, went to the palace 
where Mahomet Ali was, and taking him 
suddenly from thence under his escort, 
forced a way for him up to the citadel, 
and there lodged him in safety. 

This took place late in the evening of 
that day of confusion and terror ; and wlien 
it was seen that the Pasha had really been 
so long within their reach, and at their 
inercy, disappointment exasperated the 
soldiery tb fresh excesses and a renewal 
of the pillage. For my own part, I had 
been up to that time sitting peaceably in a 
coffee-house, but I saw so many of my 


had been given to the inhabitants, nor previous precau- 
tion taken of any sort. 
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acquaintance with booty, and the appetite 
for it was become so universal among them, 
that I felt myself at last seized with some- 
thing of the same spirit, and set out upon 
my adventures accordingly, to see what I 
could lay hands on. 

Knowing a particular street in which 
several of the houses belonged to men of 
suw^ance, I made for that, and, seeing 
the door of one of them standing open, I 
went in, but no sooner had I commenced 
my search than a thief, who was already 
there, just touched me in passing, and 
went off with both of the pistols out of my 
girdle, which he drew out so skilfully, that 
I did not perceive the loss at the moment, 
though I missed them immediately after- 
wards. I flatter myself that no better proof 
will be wanting, that I was no great adept in 

F 2 
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the profession of plundering, yet I resolved 
to persist in my scrutiny of the contents 
of that house, if it were but to indemnify 
myself for the loss of my arms. 

Little seemed to remain there, excepting 
a chest, which was large and heavy, and 
so well secured, that I could not force it 
open ; it made a rattling sound when 
removed, that gave me a high idea of the 
value of its contents, but to carry it off 
alone I found would be impossible; I 
therefore fetched a comrade, and letting 
him into the secret, we together hired an 
Arab porter whom we met with, and put- 
ting the load upon his shoulders, promised 
him two or three piastres for his pains, 

I borrowed one of my partner’s pistols, 
and thus, weapon in hand, we both walked 
before our prize in triumph, to defend it 
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from the possibility of a rescue, till we got 
it into a safe place, and dismissed our por- 
ter. With what eagerness did we then 
unite our strength in forcing the lid, when, 
behold ! instead of the plate or dollars 
which we had promised ourselves, we had 
carried off a case of the commonest crock- 
ery ware, not worth the piastres paid for 
its transport. My confederate fell to laugli- 
ing with all his heart, but for my own 
part, independent of the vexation and dis- 
appointment of having plundered to so 
little account, I felt not a little regret at 
having lost my pistols, which were mounted 
in silver gilt, and had cost me a hundred 
scudi. 

Before morning, the Pasha had pro- 
claimed from the citadel a general amnesty, 
on condition that the troops would return 
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to their duty, pledging himself at the same 
time that the system objected to should be 
discontinued, and promising to the mer- 
chants^ and inhabitants who had been 
pillaged, a full indemnity for their losses, 
a declaration that produced the desired 
effect, and Cairo returned to a state of 
tranquillity and peace. 

The great number of those who had 
been all equally guilty f , made it prudent 
to adhere to the pardon which had been 


* II (the Pasha, during the night) fit appeler aupr^s 
de lui Seyd M el Mahroiiguy, et le prevint 

que son intention 6tait de payer la valeur des effets et 
des marchandises perdues, puisque les bazars avaient 
^t6 depouilles i cause de sa personne.” — Mengin^ vol. 
ii., p. 52 ; and, in a note to the next page, he states the 
total of the sums paid for indemnification at 3,250 purses. 

•j- II cherchait a se concilicr I’attachement des- 
troupes 61oign^es de lui. Abdyn-Bey rec^ut 1000 bourses 
en recompense du service Eminent qu’illui avait rendu.” 
^Mengi?ij vol. ii., p. 53. 
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promised ; but it seemed hardly to be 
doubted that, in a sudden burst of this 
nature, where there was so much concert, 
and had been so much secrecy, some prime 
mover and ringleader must exist, and no 
pains were spared on the part of the go- 
vernment in order to bring him to light. 
It is, however, very remarkable that no clue 
was ever obtained towards ascertaining this 
point 

When, upon the pacification of the city, 
the gate of the Frank quarter was again 
thrown open, and free ingress and egress 
permitted, I resumed my habit of frequent- 
ing it, having several friends there among 

* Belzoni says, vol. ii , ‘‘ I have reason to think that 
-the Bashaw knew wlio the chief instigators were ; for we 
found that several persons shortly after died of sudden 
deaths, and, indeed, many of the chiefs and beys dis- 
appeared. *’ 
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the Italians and others, but none in the 
number wliom I esteemed more than Fran- 
cois Barthow, who was, I believe, a F rencli 
subject born in St. Domingo. Entering 
one day into conversation with me, and 
finding that I was not at this time under 
any engagement, he proposed to me that I 
should accompany him into Upper Egypt, 
adding that my passage and living would 
be free of all expense, and that I might 
expect some remuneration besides, for that 
he was to make the voyage upon the Nile 
with an English gentleman of fortune, in 
the capacity of his guide and interpreter. 
I made no difficulty in acceding to this pro- 
posal, feeling a very strong curiosity to visit 
Upper Egypt, which I had never yet seen, 
so that I got my little matters in order, 
and within three days was ready to set out. 
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A large vessel had been hired by the 
month, and furnished witli what was ne- 
cessary for the purpose, it being the Eng- 
lish traveller’s intention to continue always 
upon the river, stopping or diverging from 
it only at those points where objects of 
antiquity and interest present themselves. 
This traveller was Mr, Bankes, whom I 
saw for the first time upon my coming on 
board *. He had visited all the south of 
Europe, and speaking Italian as fluently 
as I did Arabic, he made as frequent use 
of me in his communications witli the na- 
tives as of Barthow himself ; besides whom 
there were now in his service Antonio 
D’ Acosta, a Portuguese, who had followed 
him through most of his travels, and an 
Arab of Alexandria, named tialeel, who 


September 16, 1815. 
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had been engaged as interpreter upon his 
first landing, and had already made with 
him the fatiguing journey from Cairo to 
Mount Sinai and back again, in the inte- 
rim required for the outfit of our boat : so 
that I was at this time the fourth in his 
suite. 

In ascending, we stopped only at such 
objects as were considered of the most 
paramount interest^ or when the wind 
failed us, which is, however, a circumstance 
of rare occurrence during the rising of the 
Nile, it usually blowing at that period 
strongly and steadily from the north both 
day and night ; so that, since of necessity 
we must come back by the same course, it 
seemed advisable to profit by it, and to 
defer the more frequent delays for our 


return. 
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The twelfth day from our embarkation 
brought us to Thebes, where we anchored 
for ten days, the ophthalmia depriving Mr. 
Bankes totally of sight during that time. 
Afterwards, as we approached the Cataract, 
we sailed through the most remarkable 
cloud of locusts that I have ever seen. They 
were passing over from the westward, and 
seemed rather to fall through the air, like 
a driven snow-storm, than to fly with any 
guidance of their own, lighting indiscri- 
minately upon land or water as it hap- 
pened. Our vessels and clothes were co- 
vered with them ; and the poor natives of 
Elephantina and Assouan^ were standing 
in their fields and gardens, upon piles of 
earth and stones, endeavouring to keep 
them off* with the same shrill cries, and 


Syene. 
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slinging of pebbles, which they usually 
employ against the birds in harvest time. 

Since the large vessel could not pass the 
Cataract, and it was the intention to pro- 
ceed much higher up, it was necessary to 
hire a smaller of the Nubians, for so are 
called all who live beyond Assouan. 

We accordingly went from thence a few 
miles over-land, till we came opposite tlie 
Island of Phila?, where the new boat was 
got ready for us, which was as rude as it 
was diminutive, the planks being only 
pegged together without any nails; it had 
one ragged sail of blue cotton ; and, as there 
w^as nothing answering to a cabin, a mat 
of palm leaves liad been bent over it like a 
sort of arbour. The crew consisted of only 
two men, and one boy, who was entirely 
naked, with the exception of a little cover- 
ing about his loins. 
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The space being so confined, none but 
Mr. Bankes slept on board. Both he and 
Fran9ois Barthow had retained their Euro- 
pean dress, and since that country is very 
thinly inhabited, the curiosity which their 
appearance excited among the natives occa- 
sioned no great inconvenience, and we even 
received some tokens of compliment and 
hospitality. 

One of these was very singular : as we 
lay at anchor, an old man came forward of 
himself with a palm branch in his hand, of 
which he had frayed out all the leaves into 
slender filaments, and had attached to each 
of them a living locust. He ascertained who 
was the chief of our party, and presented 
to him this uncouth offering. We could 
not discover whether this was any usage of 
the country, or only a caprice of his own; 
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but upon our inquiring what was to be 
done with these insects^ he replied that 
they were to be eaten, and, at our request, 
cooked them for us himself, first pulling 
off their wings, and then frying the re- 
mainder in butter, which we found crisp to 
the taste, and not wholly unlike a shrimp. 

This dainty was never offered to us in 
any other instance ; but in our walks along 
the river side we found the wings scattered 
in a manner that gave proofs of its furnish- 
ing no very uncommon repast. Derr may be 
considered the capital of Nubia, and had 
reverted only the year before to the govern- 
ment of its native princes, by the retire- 
ment of the Mamlouks (who had usurped 
it for a time) further up the Nile to Don- 
gola. These native princes^ were three 

*' Hiey are said to be descendants of Bosniac soldiers. 
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brothers, and bore the title of Cashief ; one 
of them, a gross, corpulent man, but much 
less dark than the usual hue of his coun- 
trymen, received us at his palace, which 
was built of unbaked brick, and smeared 
here and there with red and white paint. 
He spoke in terms of friendly recollec- 
tion of Mr. Lee and Mr. Smelt, who had 
preceded Mr. Bankes thus far up the Nile, 
and had paid him a visit some months 
before; lie sent a present on board of 
three sheep, and a sack of dates from 
Ibrim, that are highly esteemed for their 
quality and size, and in return received 
soap, gunpowder, and candles, at his own 
request, preferring them to articles of Euro- 

sent up to reduce the country for Sultan. Selim, but who 
contrived to establish there an hereditary power for 
themselves from that time. 
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pean manufacture which had been brought 
for him. 

We went no higher in our boat than 
Wadi Halfa^ where the second cataract 
begins; but a ride upon camels carried us 
about half a day’s journey beyond it to 
Wadi Aumki_, a spot of no particular 
interest^ except that it was the farthest we 
attained to in that journey. We were 
now to trust altogether in our return to 
the current of the river, or to our oars 
occasionally; so the mast and sail were 
accordingly laid aside as useless, and we 
were landing almost continually, wherever 
there were tidings or expectation of any 
vestiges of antiquity, and I soon grew so 
accustomed to see Mr. Bankes drawing 
and noting from them, that I began to 
take some interest in the sight of them 
myself. 
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There are ruins near Wadi Halfa^ but 
much buried in the sand At Adde, 
on the east bank, is a fine chamber in the 
rock with columns, and but a little lower 
down on the opposite side are the two 
wonderful excavations of Abousombul, of 
which the smaller*}* was Very perfect and 
entire, and could be entered ; but a drift of 
sand from the desert had covered so great 
a portion of the larger temple, that no 
vestige of a door was at that time to be 
seen, nor any thing of the four great 
colossal figures^ beyond the bust of one of 

* It will be seen in a following Chapter, that an exca- 
vation was afterwards made here that brought to light a 
large extent of building. 

f In the sanctuary of this lesser temple is a represen- 
tation that I have seen no where else. The Queen 
foundress (who is conspicuous in every part) is apparently 
making an offering to herself in her deitied capacity? at 
least the same oval designation is represented over the 
goddess, as over the female votary standing before her. 

Von. II. G 
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them, of which the dimensions however 
were so vast, that when I stood upon a 
level with the necklace I could hardly 
reach the beard, and one of our sailors 
climbed and sat astride upon the ear ; yet 
tlie countenance, seen at its proper dis- 
tance, appeared very beautiful. 

Mr. Bankes had a longing desire to have 
uncovered more of this monument at this 
time, and often sj:)oke of it afterwards. 

Ibrim is very unlike most other situa- 
tions upon the Nile, being perched upon a 
very bold rock, in the perpendicular face 
of which are some small painted chambers, 
so difficult of access, that our traveller was 
drawn up into them by a rope round his 
body. 

* A temple (probably a small one) seems to have 
been perched nobly at Ibrim (Primmis) over the river; a 
part of a little double headed propyleum yet remains, 
which indicates the position. 
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There are antiquities at Derr and Amada, 
and at Seboueh an avenue of sphinxes and 
upright colossal statues leads to a temple 
buried in sand almost to the roof. 

Ruins and inscriptions are found also at 
Maharraka*, Gartaas, and Coshtonb6 ; and 
at Girshe is a suite of several large cham- 
bers in the mountain-side, the largest of 
which is divided by eight immense human 
figures into three aisles, and in the inner- 
most are four smaller figures in a sitting 
posture, with an altar before them. This 
excavation, with the great platform and 
remains in front of it, seemed to me to be 

* Sometimes called Oofedina. It is the ancient 
Hiera-sycaminon (holy sycamore-tree). The particular 
tree to which some legend was attached, is most probably 
represented on the wall there, where Isis and Horus are 
seen sitting under the shade of one, sculptured in a style 
that has very little resemblance to the Egyptian ; but 
certainly of a late period. 


G 2 
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what Is best worth seeing in all Nubia, 
after Abousombul *. 

The workmanship in the temples of 
D^kkef, Dendoor, and Tayfaij;, is very 
neat and minute ; but the scale of them is 
Inconsiderable ; and they seem to have been 
left unfinished. That at Kalapshe is much 

* Perliaps, in deference to its scale and extent^ we 
must concur in this criticism ; but, althoii^b not of an 
earlier period than Abousombul, the execution and pro- 
portions are infinitely more rude. It is a curious proof 
of the durability of wood-work in that climate, that from 
this temple, uncpiestionably a work of Sesostns, I took 
two dove-tails of that material out of the colossal figures 
that seemed Coeval with the excavation ; and, though as 
light as touchwood, had lost nothing of their form, nor 
crumbled at all upon the touch (as the timber fragments 
do at Abonsombal) , 

f Dekke is Psclcis. Tliere is a curious rock, not far 
fromrit in the desert, covered with votives. The temple 
was dedicated (as appears by the inscription) to the 
Egyptian Mercury, and the germ of the Greek caduceus 
may be seen in his hand. 

I Taphis. 
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larger, and has both sculpture and inscrip- 
tions, but is strangely beaten to pieces ^ : 
not far from it is a temple in the rock, 
where the natives have a tradition that 
there were formerly human sacrifices, and 
believe this to be the occasion of the re- 
markable redness of the soil about it. 

The ruins at Debode f are still further 
down, and brought us within a few hours 
of Philfle. 

That beautiful island being covered with 
ancient remains, Mr. Bankes, upon his re- 
turn to it, established himself there for 
some days, in a very diminutive temple 
that is used as a dwelling-house, and by the 
light of his candles at night found an in- 

* Talmls. Tills small excavated temple (of the age 
of Sesostris) may he considered one of the best speci- 
mens existing of the early (the best) Egyptian sculpture. 

I Parembola. 
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scription in it that had never been observed 
up to that time It was also during this 
short stay that he first brought to light the 
granite pedestal of the obelisk t? which has 
more than twenty lines upon it in the Greek 
cliaracter ; this was buried altogether be- 
low the surface ; but the probable position 
of it was conjectured from the obelisk lying 
near the spot, and search was made there 
accordingly. Some steps were taken, even 
iben, towards the removal of this monu- 
ment ; but, for want of proper tackle, it was 
abandoned for that time. 

The only risk, or sign of ill-disposition, 

* Interesting, as mentioning the two Cleopatras (suc- 
cessively wives of Ptolemy Lathurus), the same who are 
addressed on the pedestal of the obelisk. 

t Belzoni notices this fact, page 201 ; hut was mis- 
taken if he meant to signify that no complete copy was 
made of this most interesting inscription at the time of 
discovery. 



Ch. IL] OF GIOVANNI FINATI. 


87 


on the part of the inhabitants, that occurred 
above the cataract, was in this island, 
where, in Barthow’s absence (who was gone 
to refit the boat for us below), I had re- 
mained alone with Mr. Bankes, but was 
not always at his side during his researches. 
One morning a small crowd had collected 
round him whilst he was drawing in the 
portico of the principal temple, and one of 
die number became very importunate and 
troublesome in demanding a present, and 
at last even thrust his hand across the 
paper, in token that the work should not 
proceed without it ; this rudeness had pro- 
duced some irritation; and when, upon 
hearing the stir, I came in, I found that 
the Nubian had drawn his little crooked 
knife, which is worn buckled upon the left 
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arm, and was holding it in the most mena- 
cing position. 

I was putting my hand to my pistols 
(for Mr. Bankes himself went unarmed), 
and the natives were beginning to take part 
with their countryman, when, luckily, Bar- 
thow appeared in sight upon the shore 
opposite, accompanied by the Cashief of 
Assouan, who came thus far to do honour 
to the stranger, and to the recommendation 
with which he was furnished by the Pasha 
of Egypt. 

The sight of such a person in authority, 
with soldiers about him, was sufficient not 
only to put an end to all disturbance, but 
to send off every inhabitant precipitately 
from the island, — all, with one accord, 
throwing themselves into the water 3 such 
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among them as had clothes, rolling them up 
upon their heads, some swimming, and 
others paddling along astride upon their 
logs of wood, till they reached the further 
bank, and got into hiding-places. 

The cashief offered to take any venge- 
ance on them that should be required ; but, 
as the matter had not gone beyond a me- 
nace, there was no occasion to pursue it 

further : so we mounted the asses that had 

% 

b^en brought for us, and rode under his 
escort to Assouan, where we resumed 
our larger vessel, which had been left in 
the charge of the faithful Antonio. 

There was now an additional person in 
our company on board a Nubian, of the 
name of Hussey n, had made himself useful 
in the upper country, in our communica- 
tions with the natives, and was upon his 
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way towards Cairo upon his own account ; 
it being very usual, with that race of 
people, to go into service there, and, 
though they do not pass for having any 
quickness of parts, they are found so faith- 
ful and trusty as to be commonly selected 
for door-keepers throughout that great 
city ; they often continue in this capacity 
only three or four years, and then will re- 
turn, with their little earnings, to settle in 
their own poor and destitute country* 
Hussey n’s object was to obtain a situation 
of this description ; and glad, therefore, of 
his food and passage, he continued with 
us all the way, and was very active and 
obliging. 

Sometimes, when our descent was ob- 
structed by the strong north winds, our 
whole crew would form themselves into a 
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circle upon the bank, and perform a sort 
of religious mummery, shaking their heads 
and shoulders violently, and uttering a 
hoarse sobbing or barking noise, till some 
of them would drop, or fall into convul- 
sions. Meantime, being myself very fond 
of sporting, I used, in those opportunities, 
to take my gun, in pursuit of wild geese 
upon the river, or partridges in the desert. 

During our stay at Philae, we had ex- 
plored a larger island opposite to it, where 
there are ruins, and another on which we 
discovered the half of a very little temple 
cut out of a single block of granite; we 
also visited from thence the ancient quar- 
ries of that material, from whence it is 
thought that the obelisks were cut. 

Elephantina is scarce a stone’s throw 
from Assouan, a delightful cultivated island, 



92 


LIFE AND ADVENTURES [Ch. II. 


"vvitli two small temples upon it at that time, 
both since destroyed ; but there is no place 
where the peasantry, by scratching among 
the ruins and sifting the dust, still find a 
greater number of little objects of antiquity. 
At Assouan, also, there were then remains, 
that have since disappeared; nothing re- 
markable is now left there but a very early 
Mahommedan burial-ground, that is held iu 
veneration, in which the characters on the 
tombstones arc not the same with those 
now in use 

We visited Derawi, the village where 
reside the chief conductors of the slave- 
caravans, from Darfur, and there tasted 
booza, a fermented and intoxicating drink 
made from grain, of the nature of beer. 


* The character is what is called the Kupliic. 
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At Comombo ^ are two temples^ one 
very large^ and with the painting upon it 
very perfect ; at Silsily, immense ranges of 
antique quarries. Below these is Edfou f , 
with a temple that is visible across the flat 
to a great distance, and so vast and entire, 
that there are inhabited cottages standing 
upon the roof : another, on a mucli smaller 
scale, is near it. Two, also, are in and near 
the village of Esne J, and have the zodiac 
Ombos. 

f ApolUnopolis. No temple of the Ptolemaic dy- 
nasty is more beautiful or more entire than this. It is 
always matter of astonishment to me, that, vast as the 
buildings of that flourishing period were, there is not, to 
my knowledge, a single historical sculpture to be seen 
on any one of them, but all purely mythological and 
dedicatory. Whereas, in the earlier edifices, very few 
exist that do not present some representation of real life, 
and feats of war, 

I I never could imagine what Denon saw in the 
sculpture of the portico of this temple, to make him con- 
sider it the ne phis uUra of Egyptian art. He can have 
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in their ceilings. We stopped next to 
examine that at Herment, and soon after 
found ourselves at Thebes^ where the quan- 
tity and scale of the remains on both sides 
of the river are truly astonishing ; and since 
even a very cursory survey would require 
many days, we remained stationary there 
for some considerable time. Our rambles 
even commenced one morning at daybreak, 
for there is an old story or superstition, 
that a sound proceeds from one of the 
two enormous sitting figures in the plain at 
the moment when the sun rises, and Mr. 
Bankes, therefore, chose that hour for visit- 

examined it with but little care, for the forms are lumpish, 
and the details, though minute, are far from being either 
clean or sharp in point of execution : which, indeed, 
constitute very visible marks of distinction between the 
works of the early Egyptian times, as compared with the 
later ; this particular temple, and that mentioned next 
after it, being among the very last. 
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ing them ; I need scarcely add that we 
heard nothing 

The head, which had been broken off by 
the French from a much smaller colossus, 
and which has since been brought to Eng- 
land, was then lying near its trunk, among 
some ruins in the same portion of the old 
city. Sheik Ibrahim’s description of this 
to Mr. Bankes f had given him so ardent 
a desire for removing it, that he had even 

• The reader will easily perceive, that the great 
Memnon statue is what is meant in this passage ; and I 
am of opinion, that it is by no means impossible that 
some sound may proceed from it by the variation of 
atmosphere, since, morning after morning, I have ob- 
served that efiect produced in the portico at Philae; 
where the stones, as they warm or cool, give a crack like 
that of a panel, or that (to which the ancients com- 
pared tlie statue’s voice) of a harp-string. 

f Belzoni mentions this, p. 22. If the print in Nor- 
den be consulted, it will tliere be seen plainly, that the 
statue was in his time quite entire, and lying prostrate on 
its face ; the bust seemed to have been blasted off from 
it with gunpowder. 
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brought with him a proper rope, with pul- 
lies and machinery, for the purpose ; but 
difficult such an operation must be, and 
after seeing upon the spot how long, and 
having no person whom he could leave to 
superintend it, the project was abandoned, 
and he contented himself with removing 

o 

from the great temple on the other bank 
of the river (called Ivarnak), two lion- 
headed sitting figures^ of black granite 
and very heavy. lie purchased also, during 
his stay, a remarkably large papyrus and 
when he had seen all the buildings and 
catacombs, we proceeded in our descent, 

^ Belzoiii afterwards found several others (and in 
Letter preservation) for Mr. Salt. 

t It is not very remarkable for its length (not mea 
suring above nine feet), but exceeds in breadth any other 
that I have ever happened to see ; it had the singularity 
also of never having been rolled, but only folded on the 
breast of the mummy. 
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The temple at Dendera, even after 
Thebes, is striking ; and there is a great 
one at Araba Medfoon, which is almost 
disappearing in the sand. 

We found a Bey resident in Echmim 
with a sort of hereditary jurisdiction, and 
paid our respects to him, as well as at the 
convent there, where there was one Catholic 
friar; but in our return to the boat, we 
were insulted by the populace, it being the 
fair-time, and they engaged in one of their 
fanatic dances, so that they took great 
offence at the sight of the European dress, 
and at being looked on by infidels, which 

» Panopolis, where a huge stone or two, and part of 
an inscription, are the only remains of a temple which, 
the Nubian geographer tells us, exceeded all others that 
were remaining on the banks of the Nile in his time 
(comparing it particularly with Dendera and some others) . 
It was, indeed, likely enough to be so, for Strabo tells us, 
that here lived the principal stone-cutters of Egypt. 

VoL. II. H 
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obliged US to a hasty retreat. This was the 
only instance in which we met with any 
incivility in Egypt, so strict is the protec- 
tion afforded to strangers by Mahomet Ali. 

At Sheik Harredy there is some super- 
stition about a serpent, supposed to reside 
there ; but I could find nothing but a small 
Turkish building, like the common tomb 
of a San ton. 

Speaking, however, of snakes, brings to 
my mind an incident which ought to have 
been mentioned during our stay at Thebes; 
for it was thei?e, in the portico at Gournou, 
that an itinerant juggler, with a long lea- 
thern bag full of hooded and horned ser- 
pents, and a case also stocked with arge 
living scorpions, found us, and exhibited 
those tricks which I had often seen before 
in Cairo, of making them bite and sting 
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him without any effect; but (what was 
new to me) he offered afterwards, for a 
very small consideration, to make others as 
invulnerable as himself, and Mr. Bankes 
jokingly acceded to the proposal : upon 
which a white powder, which I believe to 
have been only chalk, was administered, 
and some words muttered over him ; the 
teetli and stings of the reptiles were then 
put into action, and though blood followed 
the puncture, there was neither pain nor 
swelling ; as I found also myself, when I 
submitted afterwards to the same mum- 
mery : the secret being, no doubt, that 
the venom is by some process previously 
extracted. 

Pursuing our voyage still downwards, 
we passed close to the nine noble columns 
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of the portico at Gau which the Nile 
was visibly undermining; and I grieve to 
say that there remained only one of them 
standing in my second voyage, and even 
that had disappeared when I passed the 
last time. No building in Egypt was so 
beautiful as this from the river. 

* Antacopolis. It was the only specimen of an entire 
and uniform portico of the palm-leaved order of columns, 
of which order it is curious also that no single specimen 
of an early period should have come down to uS; since it 
happens to be recorded that Amasis employed such in a 
temple which he built at Saisj, so that it was not (as 
might else have been suspected) a form invented under 
the Ptolemies, to which period this temple of Antseopolis 
belonged ; and though the proportions were majestic, the 
work was not very good. Unfortunately the details given 
of it in the great plates of the French Institute, are, as 
usual, highly inaccurate. As a scene, the effect from the 
water was beautiful ; the Nile undermined it by changing 
its course, and is doing tl^e same at Ombos, part of which 
it has destroyed, and it may be feared that the same fate 
will also befal Luxor, an ancient and ruinous pier alone 
protecting it at present. 
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The next day from thence brought us to 
Siout, which serves as a sort of capital to 
Upper Egypt, and was then the residence 
of Ibrahim Bey (son by adoption to 
Mahomet Ali), now Ibrahim Pasha, who 
was building a large palace tlfere for him- 
self, and laying out a spacious garden, 
with a sort of banqueting-house In the 
midst of it. Mr. Bankes seemed greatly 
to regret that a noble piece of ancient 
architecture * had been beaten down at 

* The triumphal arch, a building purely Roman in 
point of style, but of large proportions j it was unfortu- 
nately of limestone, which, wherever it was employed, has 
been a main incentive to spoliation. It is this that has 
brought to the ground the majestic portico of Hermopolis 
since 1 quitted Egypt j and it proved, upon excavation, 
that the vast building (not perhaps second to any other 
at Thebes) that stood behind Memnon and his brother 
colossus at Thebes, had disappeared from the same 
cause : the sandstone, and even the granite, affording 
less temptation to the spoiler. 
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Sheik Abbadi, and brought hither, to fur- 
nish materials; and could not refrain from 
intimating as much to the Bey himself 
during his interview, in which nothing, 
however, was wanting of civility and at- 
tention. 

Since there are many curious sepulchres 
to be seen about Siout, we remained there 
all day 5 and at night the Bey’s European 
physician, after a supper at his house, 
called the dancing-girls in to exhibit their 
postures. 

Our next landing was at Radamone, 
where we mounted asses and rode a dis- 
tance of two hours to Ashmouneim^; to 
see a high and massive portico of twelve 
columns, which, by comparison, made 

* IlermopoUs. Tliis is that noble ruin whose recent 
disappearance has been mentioned in the preceding note. 
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those that we saw just afterwards on the 
other bank, at Sheik Abbadi^, appear 
small and meagre, for they are not Egyp- 
tian ; yet we regretted afresh the lofty 
gateway which Ibrahim Bey had so lately 
destroyed there. 

At this place we had an instance of that 
shameless disposition to thieving which 
prevails among the lower orders, notwith- 
standing the severity with which it is 
punished by the existing government. A 
young lad of the village, after making his 
dinner with our crew on board, ran oif, in 
the sight of every body, with the large 
pewter tray out of which he had been 
eating, on its being handed out to him to 
wash in the Nile, We could not recover 
it, but the sheik of the place was made 


* Antinoe. 
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responsible, and brought us a great wooden 
dish in its room. 

Great part of that night and of the next 
day was spent in the excavated tombs at 
Ben y Hassan, which are filled with cu- 
rious pictures, representing almost every 
circumstance of common domestic life many 
thousand years ago*. 

At Minieli a visit w^as due to Abdim 
Cashief, the governor, for the kindness 
that he always shows to the English ; and 
we stopped afterwards at Ben y Souef to 
purchase a few necessaries, our stock of 
them being reduced so low, that they 
would not hold out another day. 

♦ I have always looked upon these tombs as the most 
curious in Egypt as to their details, and left it in charge 
with Dr. Ricci, of Sienna, to complete the drawings of 
them, which he begun under my eye — a task which he 
however never thought fit to resume. 
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The solitary pyramid of Meddoon is 
the southernmost of all that are visible 
from the Nile*. It stands on the border 
of the desert, about one hour distant from 
the water’s edge: here we landed, and 
made our way to it on foot, and afterwards 


* This expression is very proper, for those of lllaoon, 
which are still more to the southward, are not to he seen 
from the river. I visited them, fully expecting to find 
that one of the two would show signs of having formed 
part of the labyrinth, and was satisfied on the spot that 
it did so, though the expression (“ opus in visum mir6 
infestorere”) of Pliny must be home strongly in mind 
to account for the little actual remains to be seen. There 
is a site, however, of vast extent j and I found afterwards 
that Danville, with his usual sagacity, had not failed to 
hint at the very same spot. The pyramid itself, being of 
crude brick, presents no objection to the fact recorded of 
it, of its being covered over with figures of animals, 
since it was doubtless coated with stucco at least, if not 
cased with limestone. That not a trace or a vestige 
should occur of any pyramid at Thebes, nor in all Upper 
Egypt, nor till they are found again in quantities in the 
heart of Ethiopia, seems to me quite unaccountable. 
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walked on from thence to the pyramids of 
Dagshoor; and it being determined to 
proceed in the same manner all the way 
to those of Geeza, the vessel was ordered 
to drop down thither, and there to wait 
for us. Still on foot, therefore, we visited 
in passing each of the numerous pyramids 
of Saccara, great and small ; and at last, 
when it was rather late in the day, reached 
those three, that so much surpass all others, 
at Geeza. After viewing them externally, 
and mounting to the summit, the interior 
was to be explored by torchlight; and 
there, in the innermost chamber, where is 
the sarcophagus, Mr. Bankes fainted, and 
lay without sense or motion. 

I cannot tell whether this happened 
owing to the great fatigues of the day, or 
from his having, in his examination, got 
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unawares into the influence of some foul 
air; but it was a case of great embarrass- 
ment to us, since some of the passages are 
so steeply slanted, and others so very low 
and crooked, that it was no easy matter 
to lift a body through them in which life 
was so entirely suspended, for he did not 
revive till he reached the external atmos- 
phere. 

Seizures of this nature in the subter- 
ranean and winding passages of Egypt are 
not uncommon; and it is even supposed 
that, in some cases, a person left in that 
condition, and not carried out, would 
breathe no more. At Thebes, whilst Mr. 
Bankes was drawing in one of the grottoes, 
an Arab, who was holding the light to 
him, fell down quite dead to appearance, 
though no other person present, nor even 
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the candle that was in his hand betrayed 
any corresponding symptoms : but in that 
case^ as in this, the recovery was immediate 
by removal to the air. 

It was now night, and the inundation, 
though subsiding, still interposed so much 
water between the Pyramids and the vil- 
lage of Geeza, that we were not only 
obliged to make a very circuitous way to 
it, but also to be carried across in many 
places on the shoulders of the Arabs, who 
have huts thereabouts ; so that it was near 
ten o’clock when we reached our vessel, in 
great need of repose, after a day of exces- 
sive bodily fatigue. 

The next morning we crossed to Bou- 
lak, and so to Cairo, after an absence in 
the voyage to Nubia, of just three months*. 

♦ December 16, 1815. 



Ch. II.] OF GIOVANNI FINATI. 109 

Mr. Bankes here resumed his quarters 
in the Catholic convent, and rested himself 
for some time, handsomely remunerating 
all those who had borne part in his expe- 
dition, and myself among the number, 
though he had originally been no party to 
my engagement with Barthow. 

It was now, however, proposed to me 
that I should continue in the capacity of 
his janissary and interpreter in the journey 
to Jerusalem, and other parts of Syria, 
and I was directed to hold myself in readi- 
ness accordingly to set out very shortly. 

At the recommendation of Mr. Burck- 
hardt, who was then resident at Cairo 
under the name of Sheik Ibrahim, and 
had become the intimate friend of Mr. 
Bankes, this gentleman now, for the first 
time, assumed the turban, having already 
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suffered his beard to grow, as a preparatory 
step, and after he had once relinquished 
the European dress, he never afterwards 
resumed it for upwards of two years. An- 
tonio, either from religious scruples, or 
from considering that such a weight of 
drapery must prove an incumbrance, was 
at first extremely averse to put on a cor- 
responding habit, which the sheik had 
provided for him, as well as for his 
master ; but it was insisted upon, and he 
soon became reconciled to it. 

No sooner had the new disguise been 
adopted, than I was called upon to an 
office of some hazard : which was, to lead 
tbe way into some of the principal mosques 
of the city, particularly that of El Azahar, 
or the Thousand Columns ; that of Sultan 
Hassan, and of Sultan Calaoon, and seve- 
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ral others, — a task that was accomplished 
with great success: for in some few we 
found no one else besides the keeper of the 
mosque, and in such cases a small present 
always ensured civility, and no questions 
asked ; in others, the sight of two persons 
entering side by side, or at a short in- 
terval, according to circumstances, and 
nearly dressed alike, excited no attention, 
so that a sight of all that was worth seeing 
was obtained, without any ill consequence. 

The necessary escort, and proper written 
orders from the Pasha, were already ap- 
plied for; and, during the short delay 
that intervened, two young Hanoverians*, 
who had scrambled their way to Cairo, 


• The name of one was Frederick Haspelmath, the 
other I have forgotten. They seemed to be well-disposed 
andinoifiPensive young men. 
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and had there quartered themselves for 
some time past in the house of a Prussian 
physician, applied with so much importu- 
nity to be admitted of the party so far as 
Jerusalem, that it seemed very difficult to 
refuse them, although in such a journey 
the addition of two more persons is not 
a matter of indifference, on account of the 
increased consumption of water and pro- 
visions, especially of the former, which 
cannot be .replenished, excepting at stated 
and sufficiently distant intervals. They 
were very meanly dressed in the European 
manner, and wore hats: one, we under- 
stood, had received his education in some 
veterinary college in France as a surgeon ; 
the other was a cabinet-maker, and had 
worked at Rome ; I could learn no more 
of their history than this. Both spoke 
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French, and seemed to have no other in- 
citement to their wanderings than restless- 
ness and curiosity. 

Seven dromedaries were provided by 
the Pasha’s order, of which one was for 
the son of the Sheik of El-Arish*, to 
whom the safe conduct of the party was 
consigned ; another was for Mr. Bankes ; 
for Antonio and myself one each ; and the 
remainder for baggage, necessaries, and 
water ; each of these last being, mer and 
above, mounted by an Arab^ and two 
more Arabs accompanying us on foot. 

It will be seen in this enumeration, that 
Fran9ois Barthow was no longer with us, 
neither was Hall eel the Alexandrian, nor 
Hussey 11 the Nubian. All of these re- 
mained settled in Cairo, but, with many 

* Rinocoroura. 

VoL. II. I 
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more and particularly Mr. Burckhardt, 
accompanied us to the great gate of the 
city, that is called the Gate of Victory*, 
and there, with a thousand kind wishes, 
took their leave, just as the sun was going 
down. 

* Bab el Fotouh. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Journey across the Desert — ^Turo German Pedestrians^ 
Risk from Tarabin Arabs — Jerusalem — Bethlehem-— 
Baptism in Jordan — Escape from Jericho — Liberation 
of a Bedouin Youth — Journey to Djerash and Oomkais 
— Nazareth — Acre — Lady Hester Stanhope — Druses 
— Damascus — the Hauran — Hems-Hamah — Aleppo 
— ^Journey to Palmyra, and detention tliere — Return to 
the Coast — Meeting with the Executioner of a Pasha — 
Separation from Mr. Bankes near Antioch, who sails 
for Cyprus. 

Some hope was entertained that the Ha- 
noverians might have abandoned their 
project, since nothing had been heard of 
them during all the day, and they did not 
arrive till the cavalcade was actually in 
motion ; they joined us, however, and no 
representation that could be made was 
sufficient to deter them from proceeding. 

I 2 
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Mr. Bankes dismounted frequently for 
an hour or two together during the jour- 
ney, that these pedestrians might be re- 
lieved by riding upon his dromedary, and 
Antonio and myself occasionally did the 
same; but the Arabs, who looked on them 
as an incumbrance, and with an evil eye 
on account of the dress which they wore^ 
never showed them the smallest complai- 
sance, but seemed to take a pleasure in 

'iSt » 

witnessing the fatigue and shifts that they 
were reduced to. 

So long «s our track ran parallel to the 
Nile, it was necessary to cross frequent 
inlets of water, the remains of the retiring 
inundation ; and in these cases, while the 
cabinet-maker paused to take off his stock- 
ings, the veterinary surgeon, who was 
of a slenderer make, would invariably 
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stand upon the watch behind him, and 
leap on his comrade’s back at the moment 
when he began to wade, the other reproach- 
ing him in a surly tone, and muttering all 
the way, but still always going through 
with his burden, to the great amusement 
of our guides. 

Our first halt was, after a short march, 
at Anche, where we were all received into 
the house of the sheik of the village ; the 
next was at Belbeis, which we* reached 
very late at night, so that we did not go 
under any roof, nor even set up the tent 
which our Arabs had brought with them, 
but all laid ourselves down to sleep in the 
open street, the buffalo-hides (which it is 
the custom, in the process of tanning, to 
spread on the ground, where they will be 
most trampled on) making an excellent 
foundation for our bedding. 
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A vast mound of dust and rubbish 
marks Belbeis as the site of some ancient 
city, which prevented our moving onwards 
till it was daylight ; but there being very 
little to see there, we set forwards soon 
after, and were' lodged that night with 
the Sheik of Selahieh. Proceeding from 
thence again, before sunrise, in the very 
last splash of water that crossed our way, 
my dromedary slipped and fell, and I was 
plunged up to the shoulders, but without 
any further mischief. 

Here we took our leave of cultivation, 
and entered upon the desert, not pasring 
within sight of any village for three days 
after. 

The nights were excessively damp and 
cold, so that we were glad, not only of the 
Isent, but of as large a fire also as we could 
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contrive and afford to make with our 
scanty materials. 

In the course of the fourth or fifth day’s 
journey from Cairo, a long mound became 
visible at some distance upon our right 
hand, that seemed to denote something 
ancient, and near it what bore the appear- 
ance of a ruined fort jutting out into the 
sea. It is called Tineh *, and is a place 
which Mr. Bankes had previously resolved 
to visit; therefore taking me and om of 
the escort with him, he ordered the rest to 
proceed in their course to the next halting- 
place ; and we, on our part, making direct 
for the object, soon came to a small Arab 
hut, built with reeds, that stood on the 

* Pelusium. — seems probable that no change has 
taken place since remote times iii the natural appear- 
ances here, that ancient Greek name, as well as the 
Arabic “ Tineh,” being derived from nmd. 
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very margin of what from its appearance 
seems to form, at some seasons, a large 
shallow sheet of water, but presented at 
this time only a smooth expanse of dark 
shining mud, to an extent of, perhaps, a 
mile or two in breadth, firm enough to be 
passed over by a light weight, and yet 
yielding to every impression of the foot. 

It became indispensable to quit the dro- 
medary, and Mr. Bankes, taking a guide 
from the hut, found it best to imitate him 
in going barefoot across this uninviting 
flat, which, though moist, was so well 
warmed by the sun‘*s rays, that the sensa- 
tion in treading it was not unlike that on 
the polished floor of a bath when heated, 
and there was nothing clammy or clinging 
in the nature of the mud, 

I did not myself cross it, and it seems 
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that there was very little to repay the 
trouble, since nothing else was to be seen 
besides some very indistinct remains, and 
a small European gun-carriage, which had, 
no doubt, been left in Buonaparte’s expe- 
dition. 

Before we took our leave of the hut, a 
young sick man, who was lying there, and 
who supposed that all Franks must neces- 
sarily be physicians and surgeons, applied 
to have some remedy prescribed for a hurt 
which was stated to have been received 
in circumcision ; we had nothing to recom- 
mend, and felt some suspicion that he did 
not state the true cause and nature of his 
malady 

* It is possible, however, that the Arab’s statement 
might be correct, for in the American’s narrative of the 
expedition to Dongola and Sennaar, published by Mur- 
ray, 1822, it is said, “We saw three men, of about 
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Recovering the rest of our parly in the 
evening, we found them wiHi the tent 
pitched, and fire lighted. During part of 
next day we continued close along the sea- 
shore, and afterwards over a large tract, 
very strongly incrusted with salt, that has 
exactly the appearance of snow, sometimes 
hard enough to bear the camels* weight on 
its surface, and sometimes yielding to it 
and receiving the print. Beyond this we 
passed a well, with some fragments of 
columns about it, which tempted Mr. 
Bankes to dismount and examine them ; 
and here the presence of the two Hanove- 
rians had very near cost him his life, for 

twenty-five years of age, who had been circumcised but 
five days past, a thing that I had never before known 
to have occurred to the children of Mussulmen,” p. 19 ; 
80 that, however contrary to usage, it is clear that the 
rite is sometimes deferred. 
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some Arabs of the tribe of Tarabin were 
drawing water, who are naturally a savage 
race, and retain an implacable hatred to 
Europeans, from having been the chief 
sufferers when the French army crossed 
that desert, and in the execution at Jaffa j 
two hats, therefore, were no sooner per- 
ceived in the party than all the rest be- 
came suspected, and his Turkish habit 
would not have protected my master, who 
had advanced on foot very considerably 
before us, had it not been for the prompt 
outcries and menaces of our young Sheik 
of El Arish ; the Tarabins having already 
rushed forward, and being in the act of 
presenting their pieces. The affray termi- 
nated in some very ill language upon both 
sides. 
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I observed that the Arabs of this parti- 
cular desert have a custom of striking their 
foreheads together in token of salutation, 
which I never saw elsewhere. 

We reached El Arish before mid-day, 
and found it to be a small village, fortified 
with walls and towers all round ; it is the 
last outpost of the Pasha of Egypt*‘s domi- 
nions, and, in reverence to his orders, we 
vrere most honourably received and enter- 
tained there. The accommodation of the 
Sheik’s house being thought insufficient, 
the plentiful meal that was prepared of 
boiled lamb, with rice and butter, was 
served in the mosque, a most unusual cir- 
cumstance, and one that could not have 
taken place in the midst of a larger popu- 
lation ; it was, however, hinted that those 



Ch. IIL] OF GIOVANNI FINATI. 


125 


who wore the Frank dress would be less 
welcome, and accordingly two portions 
were set apart and sent out to them. 

What ensued can have given the people 
of El Arish no high idea of European 
moderation and sobriety, for there was in 
the baggage, what Mr. Bankes never after- 
wards carried, a case of spirits, which some 
acquaintance at Cairo had presented to 
him, and which was freely open to the two 
young Germans, the rest of the party for- 
bearing it altogether; fatigue and a full 
dinner made it so grateful to them, and left 
them so little scrupulous as to the quan- 
tity, that when we went out to join them, 
we found both in a state of complete intoxi- 
cation, to the great scandal of the Mussul- 
men, but, for our own parts, we thought 
it more excusable, after so long a march. 
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Mr. Bankes diseovered at El Arish a 
true piece of Egyptian antiquity i^hich^ 
he coveted very much. It is used there as 
a drinking trough, being a piece of fine 
dark granite, wrought into form and hol- 
lowed, with lines of small hieroglyphics 
upon it, both within and without: he 
afterwards obtained it as a present from 
Mahomet Ali, with a full permission in 
writing for taking it away, which, however, 
was never carried into effect, as I shall have 
occasion to mention hereafter in my nar- 
rative. 

We remained stationary till the next 
day, and then soon entered upon a more 
fertile district, which is the territory of 

* It is one of those monolith cabinets of which an 
infinitely larger specimen (of the same form) is, or was, 
to be seen among the ruins of Antaeopolis, the summit 
fimshing pyramidally. 



Ch. III.] OF GIOVANNI FINATI. 127 

Gaza ; a town of considerable size, where 
we arrived in the evening, and established 
ourselves in the public khan. 

The governor of Gaza is a person of 
great authority, and having been fore- 
warned by Lady Hester Stanhope that an 
Englishman, for whom she was interested, 
would be likely to pass that way about 
this time, was no sooner informed of our 
arrival, than he sent an attendant to invite 
the chief of our party to supper, and to 
conduct him, with a staff’ of office and a 
light, to the Government house. As inter- 
preter, I went also, and our way lying 
across the interior of the principal mosque, 
I could observe that Mr. Bankes was much 
gratified with looking at it, as he passed 
through, for it is pointed out by tradition 
to have been a church in the time of the 
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Crusades, and appears to have been ^ery 
little altered *. 

The supper consisted of a profusion of 
different dishes, one after the other, in the 
eastern fashion ; after which, on returning 
to the khan, we found the Hanoverians in 
the utmost distress and alarm ; the whole 
court-yard was in an uproar ; and though 
no one, not even the two young men them- 
selves^ could give any distinct account of 
what had occasioned it, it was very evident 
that they had been roughly treated, (though 
without bodily harm,) their baggage dis- 
turbed and tossed about, and they them- 


♦ The number of churches that remain in Syria, built 
by the Frank kings, is truly astonishing, when it is re- 
collected that all must have been constructed in less than 
a century. This at Gaza is a fine specimen, and exactly 
similar to the Gothic churches of Europe at the same 
period, I have detailed drawings of many of them. 
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selves on the point, so far as they con- 
ceived, at least, of being hurried off to 
prison. Fanaticism, and a grudge for past 
injuries, not Inferior to that of the Tara- 
bins, had probably been tlie incentive, 
heightened, perhaps, by a recital from our 
guides of the drunken spectacle at El 
Arish ; the sight, however, of the gover- 
nor'^s attendant, accompanied with a liberal 
use of his large stick, soon silenced and 
dispersed the crowd, and enabled us to 
shut the gate. 

Witli a soldier from this garrison added 
to our escort, we proceeded the next morn- 
ing towards Jaffa, taking Ascalon by the 
way, which lies to the left hand, upon the 
sea-coast, and has not more than two or 

three inhabitants. The circuit of the old 
VoL. II. k 
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walls, however, is pretty entire, and shews 
that it must have been once a large place ; 
and there are thought to be some traces of 
a theatre that was prior to them. In the 
centre is a heap of indistinct ruin, which is 
said to have been first a temple, then a 
church, and last a mosque, but is now re- 
duced to little else besides foundations, 
and is the spot to which Lady Hester 
Stanhope came in the year preceding, a 
distance of so many days journey, and at 
so vast an expense, to dig for a hidden 
treasure, of which she had received some 
mysterious notification, but found nothing 
besides a headless statue, which was broken 
to pieces by her order, and was still lying 
in fragments on the spot. 

There are portions of red granite co- 
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lumns at Ascalon, whose colours appeared 
to me far more rich and beautiful than any 
that I ever saw in Egypt 

We slept in one of the few existing 
hovels there, ceiled with brushwood laid 
thickly across the rafters, a mode of con- 
struction that appeared new to me, coming 
from Egypt, Fresh milk was brought to 
us for our breakfast, and honey, of which 
we had seen hives in abundance in this last 
day’s journey. 

At Jaffa, the consul Damiani received 
us into his house, — the first person whom 
I had ever seen wearing powdered hair. 


* Tills observ'ation is very just; the rose-colour is 
deeper, and the grey tints less predominant. It has 
puzzled me much to think from what quarries the in- 
numerable columns of this material, in the cities along 
that coast, were brought ; and even so far inland as Pal- 
myra there are four of them, 

K2 
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and a gold-laced cocked hat, with the flow- 
ing oriental habit, a grotesque combination 
that afterwards became more familiar to 
me in the consular houses at Aleppo. 

Tlie entertainment was hospitable, 
though the building was of so crazy a con- 
struction, and so full of large rat-holes, that 
no sufficient footing could be found on the 
upper floor for the legs of Mr. Bankes’s 
bedstead, which obliged us to lay the mat- 
tress without it ; and he told me the next 
morning, tuat the delivery of the consul’s 
son’s wife, which happened that night in 
the room underneath, might just as well 
have taken place in his apartment. 

The journey from Cairo had occupied 
ten days ; and, after two of rest, applica- 
tion was made to the governor of Jaffa for 
mules, and a safe conduct to Jerusalem. 



Ch. Ill ] OF GIOVANNI FINATI. 


133 


A Janissary was sent*, accordingly, to 
conduct us, and mules for all, even in- 
cluding the two pedestrians ; so we de- 
parted at daybreak, a few Greek pilgrims 
joining our company, some on foot and 
some mounted ; one fat couple, especially, 
sat balanced in paniers on the two sides of 
their mule. All these paid a toll in a nar- 
row defile upon the road ; but our own 
party was exempted by an order from the 
governor. 

The way is wild and barren, and so steep 
in parts, that we often chose to dismount ; 
and when, at the distance of about half an 
hour, we first came in sight of the walls 
and battlements of Jerusalem, all alighted, 
as is the custom, and kneeled down, and 
then continued on foot to the gate. 


January 2, 1816. 
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We were kindly received in the Roman 
Catholic convent, and lodged there during 
our stay ; but the monks soon got weary of 
the poor Hanoverians, and of the childish 
and inconsiderate scrapes to which they 
exposed themselves, particularly after the 
disappearance of one of them during a 
whole night, who, being locked out of the 
city gate, had shewn a piece of money 
under it to the soldiery within, as a bribe, 
which was snatched out of his hand during 
the treaty, and he was left there to his re- 
flections till morning. Within a few days 
they took their departure very unwillingly, 
Mr. Bankes hiring some return mules for 
them to Acre, and we heard no more of 
them. 

Some days were occupied in visiting the 
holy sepulchre, the Mount of Olives and 
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Sion^ the vale of Jehoshaphat, and tomb of 
the kings (which last is a large excavation^ 
yet far inferior to those in Egypt) ; but as 
the Christmas of the Greeks was fast ap- 
proaching, Mr. Bankes determined to wit- 
ness their ceremonies at Bethlehem, where 
more than a thousand pilgrims of that per- 
suasion were collected. 

We^ therefore, removed thither early in 
the preceding day, and saw this multitude 
dining on the terrace-roof of the monastery, 
chiefly on olives and snails '*', for it was 
fast-time. 

We were lodged ourselves in that divi- 
sion of the same building which belongs to 
the Latins, for difierent shares of it are 
assigned to the difierent persuasions, the 

* Snails are much eaten also by the lower orders in 
Sicily. 
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great Church of the Nativity, a handsome 
and spacious building, with three aisles, 
remaining common to all. 

The friars, whose guests we were, 
strongly discountenanced our attendance 
at a mass that was heretical, and gave us 
warning, that should we persist in going 
into the church, we must not expect to find 
any egress until morning. 

It proved indeed a very great fatigue, 
fpr the birth-place of the Saviour is under- 
ground, and very small, and was crowded 
with lights, and an immense throng of 
people even from dusk, the women sitting 
squatted on the floor and the men climbing 
and straddling over them, so that there 
were sometimes screams, and generally 
loud disputes, and even blows going on in 
some part or other of this little sanctuary 
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all night long ; but the interest greatly 
increased as midnight approached, there 
being a superstitious belief that the lamps 
hanging at the altar are seen to tremble of 
themselves at that moment. 

Though our position, however, was 
very close to them, we could observe no 
such thing, yet nevertheless heard eye- 
witnesses asserting it afterwards on that 
very night. 

To conciliate the Latin fathers, it w’as 
agreed that we should stay for their Epi- 
phany ; and in the mean time we witnessed 
a great humiliation of their rivals, both 
Greek and Armenians ; for both these 
communities had lately raised a small super- 
structure in their quarter of the convent, 
which they were peremptorily ordered by 
the Aga of Jerusalem to demolish imme- 
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diately with their own hands, under pretext 
that, his special permission had not been 
obtained for it, and soldiers were sent over 
to superintend this work of destruction, 
which was completed in the sight of all 
their collected flock, and of the Latins, who, 
far from bearing any share in their mortifi- 
cation, were even accused by them as the 
instigators. 

The great tanks near Bethlehem, called 
the pools of Solomon, are well worth 
seeing, and I was shewn close to the viL 
lage a field remarkably stony, which it is 
asserted cannot be cleared, it being the pu- 
nishment of a churlish husbandman, who, 
upon the Virgin Mary inquiring of him 
what grain he was sowing, had answered 
‘^pebbles,” and was promised in return 
that he should reap as he sowed.” Such 
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is the legend that I was told upon the 
spot. 

After the Epiphany, (which presented 
a fresh scene of religious contests,) the 
Greek baptism was to take place in the 
river Jordan, and was very naturally an 
object of curiosity. 

The pilgrims, having women and chil- 
dren amongst them, moved at a slow rate ; 
therefore Mr. Bankes, under the guidance 
and protection of four Christians of Beth- 
lehem, armed with guns, did not set out 
till many hours after them, and travelling 
(as they also did) through the night, 
reached the spot on the river in good time 
for the ceremony in the morning *. 

Whilst it was going on, and great num- 
bers in the v^ater, seven mounted Be- 


* January 17, 1816. 
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doueens, armed with lances, appeared on 
the other bank. I was directed to make 
them a sign of peace, which they soon 
answered, and came to a parley, in which it 
was agreed that two of them sliould join us 
as an escort, which might make a longer 
delay, and further researches practicable in 
those dangerous parts. 

At our suggestion they took us to Ribha 
(the ancient Jericho*) for the night, as 
unconscious as we ourselves were, that this 
little Arab village had revolted the very 
day before from the Aga of Jerusalem, and 
had burned a written order received from 
him, so that it was quite in a lawless state. 


♦ It is quite astonishing how small vestiges remain 
even to mark the site of a city so considerable, that had 
a tower in it inferior only to the Egyptian Pharos ; while 
others of so much less note, almost within the same dis- 
trict, exhibit such noble remains. 
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The Christian guides had quitted us and 
returned ; and had our Bedoueens left us 
to our fate, it had perhaps been all over 
^vith us, for the inhabitants, though they 
set coffee and refreshments before us, re- 
fused to share them, and would give no 
pledge for our safety, beyond the stay 
under their roof. 

That night, therefore, and the early part 
of the morrow, were passed in great un- 
easiness, for appearances did not at all iin« 
prove by daybreak; all the men of the 
place were armed, and on horseback, and, 
though some other pretext was held out, it 
was plain enough that their object was to 
intercept and to plunder us, but we had 
dissembled our suspicions, and spoke always 
of the road to Jerusalem. 

Our mounting was delayed till all were 
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gone out of sight, though we still judged 
that they were not far off, from the un- 
usual number of women who remained 
standing upon the house-tops, and watch- 
ing us, as if anxious to sec the issue of the 
encounter. Fortunately, there is a thicket 
of thorny plants close about the village, 
which partially concealed us at first start- 
ing, and enabled our faithful and crafty 
guides, the Bedoueens, to lead us in quite 
a different track from that of our enemies ; 
from wkimce, turning short up into the 
mountain, and scrambling over stones for 
the sake of leaving no print of our horse- 
hoofs, they carried us by a very circuitous 
and broken way, not far from a solitary 
liiosque, that is called the Tomb of Moses 

♦ I know not on the ground of what passage of the 
Koran, or idle tradition, the tomb of Moses is thus 
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alighting only once, where there was water, 
to bake bread for us, out of flour that they 
had with them, and so kept us wandering 
till night, when we found ourselves at the 
gate of a fortified Greek convent, called St. 
Saba. 

Here it was with great difficulty that 
we were able to attract any attention from 
within, and with still greater that we got 
any door opened to us, from the necessary 
fears and precautions of the poor monks ; 
we did, however, succeed in this at last, 
and slept there, so that our return to 
Bethlehem was not till the next day, an 
arrangement that had certainly saved us 
from being way-laid and pillaged, for we 


placed by the Mahomedaiis at this place, on the hither 
^ide of Jordan, but believe tliat is held in no respect by 

the Jews. 
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found that the party in pursuit of us had, 
in tlie preceding afternoon, robbed all who 
came in tliat direction, as well as quite up 
to the walls of Jerusalem. 

At the Convent of the Nativity our two 
Bedoueens were welcomed as well as our- 
selves, and one of them, whose name was 
Mahomet Dalieldy, here disclosed to us 
that his son was in prison, as a hostage, at 
Jerusalem, for a robbery of the Aga’s ca- 
mels, which was imputed to his tribe. 

This seemed to offer a handsome oppor- 
tunity for the repayment of good offices, 
and Mr. Bankes eagerly seized it, pledging 
himself to do his utmost in order to get 
the young man liberated : yet it was with 
difficulty that the father was prevailed on 
to trust himself with us the next day for 
this purpose within the walls of the city. 
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his comrade taking his leave of us at the 
gates, and returning to his tents. 

It now became necessary to apply for 
an audience of the Aga, in which neither 
rich presents nor entreaty were spared, to 
obtain grace for his prisoner, which was 
not at last conceded without much hesita- 
tion and reluctance. 

The 3^outh was restored to his parents 
in our presence, yet so strong is habitual 
dissimulation and mistrust in these coun- 
tries, that so long as they remained in the 
governor’s siglit, even the force of natural 
affection did not prevail, neither party tes- 
tifying any strong emotion of either sur- 
prise or joy, whether from the feeling of 
respect, or the fear of a retractation, I 
cannot say ; but they no sooner reached 

our convent, than the feelings found their 
Yol. II. L 
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full vent, both in tears and embraces ; and 
the father, tying a scarf of white linen 
upon his lance, and dyeing the tail of his 
white mare with henneh, paraded through 
the street, proclaiming the favour that he 
had received from the Aga, and from the 
Christian strangers. 

Gratitude now prompted him to under- 
take the difficult task of procuring a safe- 
conduct to the country beyond Jordan, and 
to the interesting ruins there of Dj crash 
and Oomkais. His own tribe being un- 
equal to this, he went to confer with an- 
other, and left us for some days with a 
promise of returning. 

During his absence, visits passed be- 
tween Mr. Bankes and some Abyssinians 
of rank, who had attended a sister of their 
king upon his pilgrimage hither by way of 
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the Red Sea ; the princess herself had died 
very recently, and we found the suite of 
both sexes apparently very poor and simple 
people, who had nothing with them worthy 
of note, except some religious books, with 
paintings in them. 

The breed of saddle-horses about Jeru- 
salem being held in esteem, two mares had 
been purchased for our journey, no more 
being necessary, since Antonio was to go 
straight to Nazareth with all the baggage, 
excepting such instruments and papers as 
would be required. So that when Maho- 
met Daheidy came back, bringing with him 
a Bedoucen of a more powerful tribe, we 
were ready to set out immediately ^ ; and, 
after a feast in Daheidy’s tent, where we 
were received with great welcome and re- 


January 18, 1816. 
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joicings, slept as his guests the first night, 
not very far from the city. 

Passing Jericho the next morning, a 
horseman was sent to reconnoitre our party, 
whom we engaged to join us, and so crossed 
the Jordan. 

With our present guides we felt little 
alarm from w^andering Arabs, but much 
more from peasants and cultivators, who 
seldom are at peace with them, and always 
carry fire-arms in that country, so that we 
shunned all villages, eating and lodging in 
tents that we found by the way, and pass- 
ing through an upland district of wood, 
and thickets, and pasture, much pleasanter 
than any which we had seen westward of 
Jordan. 

The fourth day brought us to Djerash^, 

♦ The plans, elevations, and views, taken of this noble 
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whose ruins exceeded expectation ; they 
are not massive like those of Egypt, but, 
for the most part, light, and slender, and 
beautiful, with almost innumerable columns 
standing in rows, and others curved into a 
great open circle. 

Among the more solid buildings are two 
theatres, with their covered passages, and 
scats, like vast flights of steps, extremely 
perfect. 

Though Palmyra is, perhaps, superior 
in the quantity and extent of remains, yet 
it never appeared to me to present any one 
general prospect so rich and magnificent 

city (luring my several visits, were arranged some years 
since, so as to be almost ready for publication, but other 
matters calling me off from them, it has been delayed. 
1 shall hope, however, to be able to produce some portion 
of that and of other cities of the Decapolis and beyond 
Judea in the course of the present year. 
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as that which we commanded In looking 
back upon Dj crash, when we went towards 
the village of Soof. 

For there being no Bedoueen camp 
near, our guides, with reluctance, carried 
us thither to pass the night ; and we had 
no reason to congratulate ourselves on our 
reception. The inhabitants were fanatic and 
ill-disposed to us, and saw Mr. Bankes^s 
mare die there with the utmost indifference, 
from having eaten of the oleander to 
which she h,7d been tied in the course of 
the afternoon. 

He not having, however, completed his 
drawings and plans, was not to be deterred 
from returning for a second examination, 
yet only won the compliance of Mahomet 

* Pliny mentions the poisonous property of the 
oleander. 
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Daheidy to this project by the sacrifice of 
a scarlet pair of boots, received as a pre- 
sent from his Abyssinian friends at Jeru- 
salem. 

When all was finished at Djerash, our 
three conductors lent each his horse in 
turn ; and passing along a high ridge of 
forest, we proceeded to Oomkais, which is 
also a great ruined city, and stands on an 
eminence, with a noble view towards the 
lake of Tiberias. 

We found the only inhabitants there 
living in the ancient tombs, which are cut 
in the live rock, and have doors of stone 
to them, still turning on their pivots, and 
securing them at night. 

There are natural hot-springs in the 
valley below ; from whence, recrossing the 
Jordan, and passing under Mount Tabor, 
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we found ourselves at Nazareth by night- 
fall, after having consumed a little more 
than a week in this circuit : and here our 
guides were dismissed with ample payment 
and presents. 

This is the journey in which Mr. Buck- 
ingham was in our company, bearing, how* 
ever, no part in it either with his purse 
or with his pencil ; yet this did not pre- 
vent all that inconvenience which resulted 
from it afterwards, both to myself and to 
my master who had certainly every rea- 
son to have looked for a very different 
return. 

The next excursion was into Samaria, 
and particularly to a strong castle there 
upon a hill, called Sanhoor, where Hadj 
Hamet, an hospitable and excellent man, 
Itad an hereditary jurisdiction, who treated 
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and Jodged us very kindly, and took us out 
yvhh him the next morning to hawk the 
gazelle. 

From thence to Bisan and to Tiberias, 
where, sleeping in the church, we were 
almost devoured by fleas ; and the next 
night we encountered the sinall-pox in the 
reed huts of some Arabs, within the ruins 
of Caesarea. 

Owine: to this havins: been a season of 

o o 

uncommon drought in all Syria, the grass 
and crops had quite failed, and the poorer 
sort of people were almost famished ; in 
consequence of which, at Atleek, a very 
small place upon the coast, we found in 
the chamber which is allotted to travellers 
and strangers, all the male inhabitants 
collected together to pass the night, pur- 
suant to a vow, that none would enter his 
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harem till heaven should remove from 
them this grievous calamity: I omitted 
to mention at Jerusalem, that during 
our stay there, some weeks before, almost 
all the population, with the Aga at their 
head, moved in procession to an open space 
without the city, where they prostrated 
themselves in prayer for the same object : a 
spectacle as solemn as any that I have ever 
seen 

At Acre, Solyman Pasha gave a very 
gracious welcome, and every attention was 
shewn by Malem Haim, the rich Jew, who 
was his banker and prime-minister, as he 
had before been to Djezzar, who had, how- 
ever, deprived him of his nose. 

* Mengin, vdl. i., p. 324, speaks of a similar proces- 
sion out of the ciiy of Cairo in August, 1808, to implore 
an increase of the Nile, and adds, ‘‘c’etait une cer4- 
xnonie vraiment touchante.” 
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In the Pasha’s palace two remarlcable 
refugees were living at that time, Amim 
Bey (Elfi’s brother), of whose wonderful 
escape during the massacre of the Mame- 
lukes I have spoken before ; and another 
Solyman Pasha, who had held that title 
for a very short time in Damascus, but 
was lately deprived, and accused, among 
other things, of having poisoned his pre- 
decessor in the return from Mecca. He 
probably paid highly for the precarious 
protection which he was now receiving; 
but when Mr. Bankes ventured to hint to 
him in conversation a retreat to Europe, 
he seemed to be either obstinate or re- 
signed, and, to prefer the hazard of his life 
to an asylum in a Christian country. 

Permission was obtained for seeing the 
beautiful mosque built by Djezzar, and 
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the fine public bath was engaged and 
lighted up at night expressly for our use. 

We passed by Tyre, less desolate than 
I was prepared to find It and then into 
the fertile district of Sidon, where^ turning 
from the sca-coast to a distance of about 
two hours t, upon the skirts of Mount Li- 
banus, and commanding a delightful pro- 
spect, wc found the residence of Lady 
Hester Stanhope, a small building, called 
Mar Elias, built as a Christian convent, 
but lately repaired and furnished by its 
present occupant. Within, a neat corridor 
surrounded a little square court, into which 
all the chambers opened, including a bath 
which had recently been added to its ac- 

* It has been improving (particularly in the commerce 
tobacco) of late years, 
f February 23, 1816. 
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comniodations, the whole consisting only 
of one story. 

' Lady Hester wore the male attire of 
that country, but very seldom left the 
house. Her establishment consisted of two 
female English servants, and several na- 
tives, both Druse and Christian, who were 
inmates; but her English physician was 
lodged apart in the village, wdiere also An- 
tonio and myself had our quarters as- 
signed : for there was room only for Mr, 
Bankes under the roof, who remained 
there upwards of three weeks, and the 
weather proving unfavourable, very sel- 
dom went out to any distance during that 
time, excepting once, under the doctor’s 
guidance, to a beautiful summer residence 
of Lady Hester at Abra, near the summit 
of the mountain 5 and to a remarkable 
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cave, not far from it, worked out by art, 
in the side of a precipice, and accessible 
only by a very narrow shelf of the rock, 
said to be connected with the romantic 
story of Fakr Eddyn. 

But for the research of the antiquary 
there was a greater treat much nearer 
home, in a sepulchral chamber very re- 
cently discovered, under some ground al- 
most adjoining to Mar Elias, with figures 
at full length, and a few Greek words 
painted or the stucco, and well preserved. 
Copies of all in detail w^ere added to the 
store of drawings, and even some of the 
originals successfully saw^d oS* and re- 
moved during this visit *. 


^ There were nine figures, male and female, whole 
length, and about three parts the size of life : the most 
part of them were represented carrying dishes as to 
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As for myself, my gun was in the mean- 
while my principal resource, and had full 
occuj)ation, yet I never was fortunate 
enough to include one of the small moun- 
tain-leopards in my day’s sport, though 
they are to be seen not unfrequently. 

A Syrian servant or two, whom the lady 
recommended Mr. Bankes, at parting, to 
add to his suite, proved rather an incum- 
brance, (though he retained them for some 
weeks,) for the passage over the mountain 
to Damascus M as become sufficiently dif- 
ficult from the snow, without this addition 
to our baggage and numbers. 

We deviated from the most direct track 
to pay a visit to the Prince of the Druses, 


the fiiiicral-feiist, with the name of each of the dishes 
written above. The execution was coarse, but the style 
free and sufficiently good. 
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who is lodged rather magnificently in a 
spacious palace, ornamented after the 
Turkish manner, surrounded by that sin- 
gular and mysterious people whom he 
rules over, and whose religion is unknown, 
though he is himself a Christian. The 
women there of all ranks wear upon their 
heads a long horn of metal or silver, and 
the jnen of a particular class, called 
Okkals (supposed the priests), a milk- 
white turban, very neatly and singularly 
folded, , ^ 

It was necessary to clamber from thence 
over a pass that was covered deep in 
snow ; and some researches made after- 
wards in the passage over Djebbel el 
Sheik occasioned delay, but brought to 
light several temples that were not before 
known ; from whence we descended upon 
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Damascus^ one of the pleasantest cities of 
the east. 

The new Pasha had been nominated, 
but was not yet arrived ; his locum te- 
nens^ however, granted an escort of sol- 
diers, which I was directed to apply for, 
to conduct us through the province of 
Hauran. 

Mr. Burckhardt was, I believe, tlie first 
European who explored it, and had fur- 
nished Mr. Bankes with directions. 

It is one of the most singular countries 
that ever I saw ; a part of it, called Ledja*, 
is all covered over with great masses of 
stone as black as ink, which seem to have 
been discharged from extinct volcanoes 
which we visited f , but most of the re- 

* Ledja is unquestionably Trachonitis. 

The largest is called Sheik Hawn, and is very coii- 
Voi.. II. M 
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mainder is a vast plain, producing abun- 
dant crops in fruitful years, but which, in 
this, had no other aspect throughout than 
that of a bare desert. No feature of the 
whole province, however, is so remarkable, 
as the prodigious number of antique vil- 
lages that stand scattered over it, with the 
dwelling-houses of a thousand years old 
and more, remaining quite entire ; no other 
material having been employed throughout 
in them, besides this black stone, even to 
the ver^y^plankingof the ceilings, and to the 
doors and shutters, which still turn upon 
their pivot-hinges. Greek inscriptions, 
and carved devices, are upon many of these 
houses, which are mostly small and low, 


siderable ; some smaller craters stand close to the walls 
of the ancient city Shohba: the avenue to one of its prin- 
cipal gates is between two of them. 
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few rising to a second story, but th^ best 
surround little courts, and have sometimes 
the appendage of stables, with all the 
mangers cut in solid stone. Square towers 
are also seen, sometimes intermixed, and 
sometimes quite detached from other build- 
ings, which seem to have been the burial- 
places*^. 

The most extensive examples of the 
kind that I have been describing, seemed 
to be those at Ezra, Missimie, Soueyda, 
Shohba, and Bostra ; but there is scarcely 
a space of an hour's ride in all that tract, 
where they do not abound on a larger or 
smaller scale. 

By far the greater part are quite empty, 


In one or two I found the sarcophagi, and on a few 
others sepulchral inscriptions, but they are strangely inter- 
mixed with the domestic buildings in many instances. 


M 2 
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or inhabited only periodically, and by 
chance-comers, for they serve by turns 
both the Bedoueen and the cultivating 
Arabs, as occasion requires ; and the first 
occupant becomes the possessor for the 
time being, so that in frequent instances 
vre found the litter of cattle, and embers 
of the day before, where there was not a 
living creature to be seen. 

In several places the temples remain, 
though generally less perfect than the pri- 
vate houses, and in some the theatres alsoj 
particularly at Bostra, where is the largest 
and most entire of them all, now converted 
into the castle 

Another portion of this district is more 
elevated, and notwithstanding that wood 

* I believe ibis to be the most entire antique theatre 
remaining in any country. 
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grows there, the buildings still exhibit the 
same mode of construction ; it is called 
Djibbel Hauran, or sometimes Djibbel 
Druse, from a small colony settled there 
of that nation and persuasion, who are at 
perpetual war with the Arabs, and were 
at that time governed by a sheik of their 
own, named Shibleh *, a brave and enter- 
prising man, whom we visited at his resi- 
dence at Aehra, and, having bi ought a 
letter to him from Mr. Burckhardt, were 
received with great kindness. 

He added one or two of liis own people 
to our escort, who continued with us many 

^ During his life, the Druses of the Hauran kept the 
Bedoueens quite in awe ; however, in my second journey 
through the Hauran in 1818, I found that he had been 
killed in an encounter with them, and that his cousin had 
nominally succeeded to his authority, but not at all to 
his real credit or power. 
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days, and I would fain have discova^ 
from them something of their customs and 
religion, but could never succeed. It was 
plain, however, that they were no Chris- 
tians, for it was now the season of one of 
the long fasts, and they ate meat when 
they could get it ; — quite as little did they 
conform to the Mahommedan observances. 

While staying in one of those antique 
dwellings that have been described, at a 
place called Shakkah, there was a consider- 
able fall of snow, which discomposed all 
our plans, and kept us prisoners there three 
days, it being impossible to make any 
progress, or even drawings and measure- 
ments, till it was melted. 

Luckily our guides knew of an Arab 
•tory-teller within reach, so we sent for 
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him, and his tales served as a resource 
during this uncomfortable delay. 

But this hard weather disgusted Mr. 
Bankes of the journey, and prevented, for 
that time, his penetrating quite so far as 
he had purposed, though he did so about 
two years afterwards, when I was not 
with him. 

It is by no means a safe country, being 
much infested and overrun by the Be- 
doueens, and we once met a poor man on 
foot who had been robbed and nearly 
stripped by two of them, almost in our 
sight, in his way toMezerebe. Neither are 
the Arabs of the soil very honest, for Mr. 
Bankes’s purse was twice stolen from him 
during the night, once in the house of the 
Sheik of Bostra, and again in a village 
near Missemie. 
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It was with regret, however, that he 
quitted a country so curious, after a stay 
in it of five weeks, and returned for a 
while to Damascus. 

The vast temples at Baalbeck detained 
us two whole days in the road from thence 
to Hems, where it was expected that some 
arrangement might be made for crossing 
the desert to Palmyra : and if a personal 
preference could, under existing circum- 
stances, have in any way brought it about, 
the Motsellim of Hems would certainly 
have contrived it, for, from the first inter- 
view, he conceived such an affection for 
Mr. Bankes, that he seemed to have 
hardly any other thought than how to 
gratify his wishes during his stay ; every 
amusement was resorted to that could 
beguile the time ; the jereed, the bath, an 
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entertainment in the interior part of his 
palace, and one also in a rich tent on the 
banks of the Orontes, followed each other, 
day after day ; but all could not divert 
the traveller from his purpose, or soothe 
his impatience, so that when it became ap- 
parent that his friend could (in the present 
state of the country, without any Pasha 
at Damascus) as little procure a safe con- 
duct for him, as he would consent to expose 
him to any risk, they parted with mutual 
kindness, and the experiment was to be 
tried from Hamah. 

Here we were the guests of Selim, 
Christian secretary of the governor, a very 
humorous and debauched character, but 
yet high in authority, so that great hope 
was entertained that he might have brought 
tlie Bedoueens who command the neigh- 
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bouring desert to terms, but all his endea- 
vours were ineffectual, for the interregnum 
at Damascus (to which place all the others 
in that province are subordinate) had 
thrown the country into so lawless a state, 
that no one was willing to make himself re- 
sponsible for a safe return from Palmyra, 
without an escort so great, and a demand 
of money so unreasonable, that all nego- 
ciation was broken off or suspended, and 
with regret Mr. Bankes took his leave, and 
turned towards Aleppo. 

In the way thither by Djibbel Reahah, 
there occur large ancient towns in ruin, 
but they differ from those of the Hauran 
in being roofless * ; beyond them, all the 

El Bara is, perhaps, the most extensive of these 
rmned cities, but they are numerous. It is a part of the 
country much mentioned in the crusades, yet few 
buHdings, if any, of that period are to be found there. 
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latter part of the road is across a great 
flat that skirts the desert, and is very 
liable to incursions from the Arabs, which 
induced us, as we had no escort, and also 
no heavy baggage, to press on almost as 
fast as our horses could carry us, and we 
thus reached the city within a few hours, 
which is large and handsome, but its situa- 
tion and appearance pleased me less than 
Damascus. 

The British Consul, Mr. Barker, re- 
ceived his countryman with distinction, 
and made him an inmate of his handsome 
houses, both in town and country. 

During our stay, I witnessed the public 
entry of a new Pasha from Constantinople, 
who graced it, among other things, with 
the unusual show of more than ten Euro- 
pean carriages ; and about the same time 
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intelligence reached us that the other, so 
long expected at Damascus, was already 
in Syria, and would be at Hamah, in his 
way thither, immediately. 

Attempts already made by the Consul 
to send us by a different route to Palmyra 
with the Arabs of Sukney having failed 
entirely, the best chance left seemed to be 
an immediate return to Hamah, and a di- 
rect application to this new potentate. 

We found him halted there, witli a vast 
retinue, and with a great reputation for 
severity of character, which were circum- 
stances of advantage to us. 

I was commissioned to present to him 
the firman from the Porte, and explained 
my errand, Selim kindly seconding all that 
was urged. 

Accordingly when the Bodoueen Sheik, 
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Nasser, son of Mahannab, (the chief of the 
Annasee tribe commanding in all that de- 
sert,) came the next day, according to 
established usage, to be invested with the 
turban, it was intimated gently to him 
that he must remain as a hostage for the 
safe return of the Englishman, and in the 
mean time supply him with a suitable 
guide, for a definite sum, which was fixed 
at a thousand piastres. 

The arrangement was sullenly acceded 
to, and a single Negro Bedoueen slave 
provided, bearing Sheik Nasser’s lance, and 
his deputed authority. 

We learned upon the way that the 
alarms which we had before listened to 
had been well founded, for that all this 
dismal desert had been lately a scene of 
confusion and warfare, on account of a 
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girl, whom this very Nasser, who was our 
hostage, had carried off from a neighbour- 
ing tribe. 

We took with us but a very small 
supply of water, because some was to be 
found by the way ; and very early in the 
fourth morning reached the ruins, which 
are very noble, and so extensive, that all 
the day was employed in rambling over 
them ; and, at night, retiring into the 
Temple of the Sun, (which, though a ruin, 
is still used as a sort of fortified dwelling,) 
we found Sheik Hamed, the younger bro- 
ther of Sheik Nasser, in the occupation 
of it. 

He refused all egress the following day, 
and again the next, placing a guard upon 
the chamber door, and closing tlie great 
gate, insisted upon some larger present. 
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which was as peremptorily denied him, for 
Mr. Bankes felt convinced that he had 
been secretly authorised to act so, but 
that he durst not press it so far as to put 
his brother's liberty or life into serious 
hazard. 

On the third morning the temper of the 
chief seemed changed, and he invited us 
to partake his sport in hawking the ga- 
zelle, hoping, as I believe, that we should 
seize that opportunity to escape. But 
since all was not comydeted yet in the 
ruins, this was declined. 

Subsequently, in the course of the same 
afternoon, the guard was taken off the 
door, and the temjDle gate set open without 
conditions, but with a strong recommenda- 
tion of an immediate return to Hamah; 
Mr. Bankes, however, made ample use of 
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the remainder of that day with his paper 
and pencil and did not take his leave till 
about the middle of the next, after making 
a small voluntary present, and an exhor- 
tation to the young Sheik that he should 
behave better to travellers in future. So 
they parted at last with many friendly 
salutations. 

The little water that remained in the 
well upon the way, as we came, had been 
since drted up, or exhausted by the wild 

♦ Perhaps the most singular discovery that I made at 
Palmyruj is a Hebrew inscription on the architrave of a 
doorway among the ruins of the town. I observed also 
(what seems to have escaped the scrutiuizhig and accu- 
rate eyes of Wood and Dawkins), that the practice of 
making the doors themselves of stone (as in the Hauran) 
prevailed. I found many fragments of them, one pair so 
large near the temple of the Sun, that I suspect them to 
have formed the principal gate to it, and a much smaller 
pair is yet standing in its place, near the outskirts of the 
city. 
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beasts and birds, which caused us some em- 
barrassment, but threw us into a different 
track, where we found almost all the old 
Roman mile- stones still standing in their 
places. 

A wild sow and her four pigs were the 
only living objects that we saw, for it is a 
very dreary desert, and we were glad to 
get back to the hospitable roof of our 
friend Selim at Hamah whose house was 
spacious within, and pleasantly situated, 
but the door leading to it not more than 
three or four feet high, a precaution uni- 
versal among the Christians and Jews of 
some of the Syrian cities, against tumults, 
and sudden bursts of fanaticism. Their 
women seemed here to be kept under more 
restraint, and more out of sight in the 

♦ June 9, 1816. 

VoL. II. N 
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interior than was usual among those of 
their religion in other places. 

During our short stay, I myself was 
obliged to be a close prisoner, and under a 
sort of concealment, owing to my misfor- 
tune and imprudence on the evening of our 
return, in having wounded with a pistol 
ball in the leg a Turkish soldier of the 
Delhi * regiment, who fired at me coming 
out of a coffee-house, as we were disputing 
about aur winnings in a game of chance. 
His friends and comrades had traced me 
out, and repeatedly called at the little low 
gate, demanding me, in order to have their 
revenge, but it was always asserted there 


Delhi signifies mad, and is the name given to a 
class of soldiers in the Turkish army on account of the 
desperate courage that is imputed to them : they wear 
high upright caps of black felt, and are mostly Koords 
hy nation. — See Meiigin, vol. i., p. 123, 
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that I was gone, and though my master 
was displeased with me, he favoured my 
escape, by making the first stage in his 
way to Tripoli before it was light. 

Nothing appeared at all remarkable in 
that direction excepting a small lake, which 
we coasted round. 

At Tripoli I fell sick for a few days at 
the old Consul’s house, and Mr. Bankes 
went up in the mean time into Libaniis to 
Eden, and to visit the cedars. 

At Tartoos there is a large Gothic 
chiircli*, that is almost entire, but made 
no use of, and some very rude sculptured 

* This church at Tortosa is a very interesting specijzien 
of the lancet Gothic, and is perfect even to the very 
vaulting. It is a spot that should be interesting to an 
Italian, for it is that on wliich Tasso opens his Jeru- 
salem. 
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monuments of an early age, built with 
huge stones, within sight of the sea*. 

Whilst we were in the Khan there after 
dark, a Tartar came in, and joined us at 
our supper. He laid a sort of basket down 
by him, and told us soon afterwards that it 
contained the head (even offering to shew 
it to us) of that refugee Suleyman Pasha, 
whom we had conversed with at Acre, 
which, after strangling him, according to 
his instructions, he was carrying back with 
him to Constantinople, to be laid at the 
Seraglio gate. 

In the mountains thereabout live the 
Ismaelies, Ansaries and Kelbies, three sects, 

• These most singular and early sepulchral monu- 
ments were first noticed hy Maundrell in his journey, 
which is up to this day the best book upon all that part 
of Syria which fell within his route j very little has been 
added to it by subsequent travellers. 
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the nature of whose several religions is 
quite as unknown as that of the Druses: 
we saw them in their fields as we passed, 
but went little amongst them, because 
M. Boutin, a French travelled*, had very 
recently been murdered in some part 
of their district. So that Latikieh was 
the next resting-place; where there are 
antiquities, and a pleasant tract of cultiva- 
tion all round. 

But the approach towards Antioch sur- 
passes all in beauty of landscape, and is 
quite different in character from any part 
of Syria which we had before seen : even 
the very houses wear a new appearance, 
having pent roofs with tiles on them ; and 
there are regular fields also fenced round 
with hedges, and even gates to them, little 
circumstances that render the wildness and 
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grandeur of the natural scenery the more ^ 
striking, with its combinations of forest, 
mountain, and water, which are varied at 
every turn. 

It was a singularity also to find, as we 
advanced, the Turkish becoming all at 
once the commonly spoken language, in 
lieu of the Arabic. 

The city itself is now neither consider- 
able nor handsome, yet makes a figure, 
from the i|iagnificence and great extent of 
its old walls and towers, which attest its 
former importance. 

We made an excursion from thence for 
a day to visit the remains of the great 
church of St. Simeon (Stelites), an im- 
mense ruin, situated high up in a soli- 
tary wild ; the whole is in form of a cross ; 
but a great octagon, where the four arms 
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meet, seems always to have stood open to 
the sky, since the span is too broad to 
have been covered ; there is no part left of 
the pillar on which the Saint is said to have 
lived so many years ; but a mass of the 
live rock stands up square in the centre, 
which was probably its pedestal. 

A great chief among the Koords had 
not long since repaired a part of the ad- 
joining buildings for his residence, but 
feeling alarm at the new Pasha of Aleppo, 
had withdrawn to a distance, so that we 
found no person there, and proceeded to 
examine other early Christian remains that 
abound in all that neighbourhood ; and 
then returned to Antioch. 

The sea-coast is at the distance of se- 
veral miles, and the road to it, down a 
charming valley, following the course of 
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the Orontes, is scarcely inferior in beauty to 
the mountain region by which we first came, 
Armenian and Turkman villages are every 
where in sight, with cultivation, and fruit- 
gardens, and mulberry-grounds for their 
silk- worms, interspersed amongst them. 

The port is at Suadieah near which 
also are considerable vestiges of antiquity. 

Here it was that I reluctantly took my 
leave of Mr. Bankes, he embarking f , 
with Antjpnio, for Cyprus, in a Greek 
vessel, — my little knowledge of that lan- 
guage, and repugnance to the sea, making 
it probable that I could be of no further 
service to him at that time ; but he parted 
from me with expressions and proofs of 
kindness that I shall ever remember, 

* Seleucia. 


f June 20, 181 C. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


The Author revisits Aleppo — ^War against the Koords — 
Cruelties — returns to Egypt — enters the Service of a 
Bey — Inspector of his Works — Mr. Salt — Belzoni — 
Opening of the Temple of Abousombal — Description 
of it — Affray at Kalapshe — Discovery of the Tomb 
at Thebes — More English Travellers — Difficulties at 
Derr — Voyage back to Cairo — and by Damietta to 
Jaffa with Mrs. Belzoni. 


So soon as Mr. Bankes had sailed, I took 
my departure for Aleppo with his horses, 
which he had left in my charge, with a 
commission there to dispose of them ; and 
I had a strong written recommendation to 
Mr. Barker, in case I should choose to 
establish myself in Syria, and another for 
the consul-general in Egypt, should I pre- 
fer returning to that country. 
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I remained some days under Mr. Bar- 
ker’s friendly roof; but, notwithstanding 
his kindness, and the almost unequalled 
variety and abundance of game in that 
immediate neighbourhood, which furnished 
a constant resource to so keen a sportsman, 
I soon saw enough of the city and its in- 
habitants, to feel confident that I should 
never like it so well as Cairo. 

Yet I was tempted to attach myself, for 
a very short time, to the military service 
of the new" Pasha, who was making war 
already upon the Koords, to repress and 
punish their insolencies, (with which they 
had harassed the province in his predeces^ 
sor’s time,) and this with so much the ad- 
vantage on his side, and with so much 
severity, that it was almost a war of ex- 
termination, numbers being, almost daily. 
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brought in, dead or alive or mutilated, 
who were impaled before the city gates, 
and there left, a horrid spectacle. 

But there was neither that union and 
harmony among the soldiers themselves, 
nor between them and their officers, that I 
had been used to* ; and, therefore, soon 
becoming disgusted, I withdrew ; and join^ 
ing a caravan for Latikieh, there took a 
passage on board a vessel laden with tim- 
ber, to Damietta ; and from thence, again, 
by boat, to Cairo. 

Here I immediately sought out the con- 
sul-general, and, presenting my paper of 
introduction to him, was sorry to find that, 
though he was but very lately arrived, his 

Tlie Janissaries, for ages past, formed a very strong 
and unruly party in Aleppo; and it is a* place that has 
been subject, from time to time, to great military fer- 
ments and disorders. 
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posts for Janissaries were already filled up, 
and his suite completed in all respect^. 
He received me, however, most graciously ; 
and, when he had read the favourable re- 
port in Mr. Bankes’s letter, expressed even 
some share in my disappointment, and 
promised that he would not fail to recom- 
mend me as interpreter to any English 
travellers who should stand in need of one. 

I was induced, therefore, to hold myself 
disengtged for some time, in the hope of 
such a chance, not having yet expended all 
my gains, but none such appearing, and 
my purse gradually growing lighter, I 
became weary of remaining idle, and re- 
turned again to the army, attaching myself 
to an Albanian Bey, who commanded a 
troop of horse, which obliged me also to 
provide myself with one. 
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I grew into great favour with my new 
officer, so that he trusted me much more than 
any other in his company, and very soon 
selected me to have the superintendence of 
some works that were carrying on for him in 
the Isle of Rhoda^ where he was making a 
very delightful garden. My office was that 
of overlooking the labourers and workmen 
and keeping them steadily to their several 
employments, which, as their number was 
considerable, occupied my time very fully, 
and very agreeably, also ; for there cannot 
be a more fruitful and pleasant spot than 
that island, which lies very near Boulak 
(the port of Cairo), in the Nile, and has 
ill it, amongst other beauties, the noblest 
row of large spreading sycamore trees that 
is anywhere to be seen ; said, by traditidn, 
to have been planted there by a negro 
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slave*; the Mikkias+, also, where is the 
pillar on which the measurements are 
marked for the inundation, is there, though 
much ruined during the late Mameluke 
wars. 

I had held this station at Rhoda about 
six months, when, one day, the British 
Consul-general, on his way to the pyramids, 
(where some extensive researches were 
begun, and especially towards uncovering 
the body of the Great Sphinx;]:,) passed 

* When Mengin ascribes this walk of sycamore-trees 
to tlie French, lie can only be understood as meaning the 
walk itself, for the trees cannot ]>e less than a century old. 

f The building inclosing the Mikkias had been used 
as a fort. — Mengiti, vol. i. j). 89 : and Ali Bey says of 
it, in 1800, “This monument, which is of such high 
importance, is now ahaiidoiied to a horde of soldiers, or 
rather barbarians, who conspire to destroy it,” — vol, ii. 
p. 23. 

X It is much to be regretted, that the full account 
which Mr. Salt had drawn up of the results both of his 



Ch. IV.] OF GIOVANNI FINATI, 


191 


that way, and recognising me immediately, 
spoke with great civility, and desired that 
I would call at his house the next day ; 
which I did not fail to do ; and Mr. Salt, 
(for that was this gentleman’s name,) sending 
for me up into his drawing-room, told me 
that he could now find a post for me in his 
service, for that he was upon the point of 
going down to Alexandria, where he should 

excavations about the Great Sphinx, and in the great ne- 
cropolis that surrounds the pyramids, though prepared for 
the press, have never been given to the public. Botli the 
mitre, that had been placed upon the head, (for which 
the socket was always visible,) and the beard that was 
fitted on below the chin, were found wlien the sand and 
rubbish were removed. And here I ma}'^ add, by the 
way, that instances of a female spliinx are so uncommon 
in Egypt, that I myself never saw one there (though 
they may possibly exist, as one represented in low relief 
certainly does at Turin) ; it may be doubted, therefore, 
whether the term ccv'hpo(r(piy^ he to he translated human 
sphinx, in opposition to Kpto(r(pty^, and other animal com- 
binations, or whether it may not really refer ratlier to 
the sex represented. 
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n^ed, as well as at the places tp be touched 
at by the way, some person of more ac- 
tivity, as well as of more experience in the 
habits of the country, and requisites for a 
journey, than any of his present attendants. 

To this I was far from raising any ob- 
jection ; and as I considered the permission 
of my superior, the Bey, to be very neces- 
sary, I went, without loss of time, to re- 
quest it ; but, notwithstanding all that I 
could sa/, met with a refusal; and Mr. 
Salt’s own application afterwards, sent 
through his dragoman, had no better suc- 
cess. 

It was quite plain that an official person 
would not involve himself in a dispute 
upon my account ; and, indeed, had it 
been otherwise, there would have been 
something like ingratitude in attempting to 
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withdraw myself from the Bey, without 
his consent ; therefore, though a little tnor- 
tified at his denial, I was content to remain 
under his orders. 

But, about four months after, he hap« 
pening to die, I felt that I had now a full 
right to be master of my own movements ; 
I therefore set off immediately, and joined 
Mr. Salt, who fortunately had not found 
in the interval any one to fill the situation 
which he destined for me, and to which 
he assigned a handsome salary as long as I 
should hold it. 

A commission was very soon given me 
from the consulate to set out for Upper 
Egypt, where I was to find the secretary, 
Mr, Beechey, who had been established at 
Thebes some time; some supplies that he 
stood in need of were consigned to me, 
VOL. II. O 
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aad I was to remain with him, and act as 
his Janissary. 

I sailed thither with all expedition, but 
heard at Thebes that he was gone forward 
to the Cataract, which induced me to hurry 
onwards as fast as I could ; and falling in 
with Yanni, his Greek servant and inter- 
preter^ at Esne, joined him, and went on 
in^ his company till, upon the island of 
Philae we found not only Mr. Beecbey, 
but with Jbim Mr. and Mrs. Belzoni, and 
the two English captains, Irby and Man- 
gles, of the Royal Navy, all (excepting the 
lady, who was to remain at Philae) on the 
point of proceeding upwards into Nubia, 
with the design of opening, if possible, the 
great temple at Abousombal, about which 
Mr. Salt'^s curiosity was so much excited 
by the accounts sent down to him, that he 
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was willing to bear all the expense of the 
undertaking, and had sent up suitable pre- 
sents to conciliate the authorities of the 
country. 

A boat * had been hired for the whole 
party, with a crew of four Nubian sailors, 
and three boys ; and as we ascended the 
river, we touched, in passing, at most of the 
principal ruins. At Derr an obliging and 
respectful message was sent to Daoud, and 
Haleel, Kashiefs (princes of the country), 
with reference to the proposed operations 
at the temple, intimation of which had 
been given to them, and their consent and 
co-operation obtained upon conditions, by 


* They sailed on the 16th of June, 181 7, Belzoni— 
who makes the crew consist of five men ; hut Captains 
Irhy and Mangles, in their letters to their friends, agree 
with the author. 


02 
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Belzoiii in a former journey not long 
after that in which I had myself accom- 
panied Mr. Bankes. They were, it seems, 
to share the half of all treasure in gold or 
silver that should be found there, and had 
engaged to furnish for hire as many hands 
as should be wanting to the work. 

We passed Abousombal, however, and 
went on to the second Cataract ; but on 
our return from thence, about a week or 
ten days rfter, our labours and difficulties 
and contentions began, for we were in- 
volved in a perpetual succession of them 
from the very outset. 

- The first jealousies that we had to en- 
counter were between the two Kashief bro- 
tilers, Daoud and Haleel, who perceiving 
that two guns presented to them were of 

* September 15, 1816. 



Ch. IV.] OF GIOVANNI FINATI. 


197 


unequal value, had, or pretended to have, 
great disputes, and Haleel the younger 
was very little content at receiving the in- 
ferior gift, which was naturally that which 
had fallen to his share. 

However, the promise of an abundant 
supply of labourers, at a stipulated rate of 
daily wages, was renewed, and some pains 
even seemed to be taken to collect them ; 
insomuch that, during the first days, we 
had as many as about fifty and upwards, 
and once or twice almost a hundred work- 
ing together ; but they -were irregular and 
idle, and often, whether from the.ir own 
disposition, or a hint from their superiors, 
dissatisfied and refractory to the highest 
degree, till very soon, with few exceptions, 
we lost their assistance altogether when 
the season of Ramadan commenced. 
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Another early obstacle was the unex* 
pected appearance of two rival (though 
inferior) Kashiefs, residing above Derr, 
near Ibrim, who were at war with the 
others, and claimed an equal right to be 
propitiated by a present. Their application 
was as much disregarded as their prohibi- 
tion and menaces afterwards ; yet it is pos- 
sible that much both of the defalcation in 
numbers, and ill humour of the people 
towards may have been owing to their 
influence. 

Whatever inconvenience or impediments, 
however, were experienced from the heart- 
burnings and greediness of the chiefs, or 
from the chicanery and extortion and inso- 
lence of those sent to assist us, (who much 
oftener impeded us by disputes, and some- 
times even openly threatened to deter us 
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from proceeding,) yet no drawback or hin- 
derance was equal to that which we found 
in the conduct of our own crew, who were 
always in league with the worst of them, 
and became their ringleaders and advisers ; 
and although, when left to ourselves, they 
sometimes sullenly aided us for pay, they 
were much oftener engaged even then in 
thwarting and annoying us. 

If, however, I may presume to do so, I 
cannot help imputing also some little blame 
to the temper in which the work was con» 
ducted, since an over-punctiliousness upon 
little matters, which were not worth dis- 
puting about, and a determination to bind 
those strictly to the letter of their bargains, 
whom a very trifling present beyond it 
might have satisfied, led to almost all the 
difficulties and ill blood that occurred ^ as 
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I took the liberty to represent more than 
once at the time^ and which was fully jus- 
tified afterwards on the very same spot, 
when Mr* Bankes and Mr. Salt, in clearins: 
one of the great colossal statues quite down 
to the feet, had larger numbers in regular 
employ, and removed sand to a much 
greater depth, without encountering obsta- 
cles of that nature. 

It must, nevertheless, be confessed, that 
the Nubians are, like the Arabs, a very 
greedy race, and disposed to take every 
advantage of a stranger. 

• If our travellers neglected the means of 
attracting and conciliating the natives to 
their operations, they proved at least that 
"they knew admirably well how to make 
shift without them ; for, no sooner was all 
CTternal assistance withdrawn, than with a 
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zeal and spirit, and a perseverance not to 
be exceeded, they undertook, at that hot 
season, and with a very scanty provision 
of necessaries, themselves to complete the 
labour ; and, accordingly, the whole party, 
without exception, consisting of Mr. Bel- 
zoni, Mr. Beechey, Captains Irby and 
Mangles, Yanni, the Greek, an Arab cook 
belonging to them, and myself, continued 
working, day after day, in the sand with 
our hands, from sunrise till after dark, 
relieving each other in turn every four 
hours, and stripping to the skin for the 
exertion. 

Some of the number, I am convince^, 
and especially the two captains, did each 
the work of ten Nubians in their own 
persons. 

I ineidentjJly alluded to the scantinesa of 
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our sustenance during all tbis toil, and 
such in truth it was : for one of the expe- 
dients resorted to for driving us to desist, 
or forcing us to terms, was to starve us out 
of the place, and in consequence little or 
nothing was brought thither for sale ; it 
was very rare that we had any meat during 
all our stay, and no milk or butter latterly, 
so that we were frequently reduced to a 
meal or two of dourra corn boiled in water, 
with occasionally a glass of date-brandy 
after it, procured in the country previous 
to our misunderstandings, or presented by 
the Kashiefs of Derr, who still kept up a 
show of friendship. 

In my former journey I spoke of the 
condition in which the great temple of 
Abousombal then appeared ; it is, in fact, 
the whole face of a vast rock cut down. 
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and shaped into architecture, of which no 
more than the cornice and upper members 
of the front, and the bust only of one 
out of four colossal figures attached to it, 
emerged from the sand, which, in the 
course of ages, had flowed down from the 
higher level of the desert, and had buried 
all the remainder, sloping from thence in 
an inclined plane quite down to the water’s 
edge, very white and loose, and, during 
the daytime, heated to an intense degree 
by the sun. 

The position of the door, if there w^ere 
any, (for even that was uncertain,) might 
be guessed at from observing the centre, 
which was very sufficiently marked; but 
the total depth of the drift that had poured 
down could hardly be calculated, from the 
proportions, at less than from fifty to sixty 
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feet, and so much of it at the least must 
be removed as should enable us to clear 
the upper part of the opening. 

We availed ourselves of such imple- 
ments and contrivances as seemed adapted 
to facilitate the labour, and so soon as 
some appearances of the great architrave 
of a portal came to light, trunks of the 
palm-tree were driven down as piles, at the 
distance of two or three yards from it, 
which boje the loose mass from behind, 
and enabled us to scoop out a sort of well 
in front of theili, which we consolidated, 
from time to time, by the pouring in of 
water. 

After a continuance of these exertions 
and expedients during upwards of three 
weeks, a corner of the doorway itself at 
last became visible. 



Ch. IV.] OF GIOVANNI FINATI. 


205 


At that very moment, while fresh cla- 
mours and new disputes were going on 
with our crew, and the attention of all 
distracted, I, being one of the slenderest 
of the party, without a word said, crept 
through into the interior, and was thus the 
first that entered it, perhaps, for a thou- 
sand years 

Unlike all the other grottoes in Egypt 
and Nubia, its atmosphere, instead of pre- 
senting a refreshing coolness, was a hot 
and moist vapour, not unlike that of a 
Turkish bath, and so penetrating, that 
paper, carried within, soon became as much 
saturated with wet as if it had been 
dropped into the river. It was, however, a 
consoling, and almost an unexpected cir- 
cumstance, that the run of sand extended 

* August 1, 1817. — Belzont, 
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but a very little way within the aperture, 
and the remainder of the chambers were 
all unencumbered. 

With this favourable intelligence I came 
out again, still creeping flat upon my face, 
and assisted the rest in extending the 
orifice. 

My first stay within had been very short, 
both for the want of a light, and from the 
fear of fainting, or being stifled in that 
strange i^tmosphere. But it was not long 
before we had all gained a somewhat easier 
admittance, and each being provided with a 
candle, were enabled to form a definite 
conception of the internal structure and 
details. 

The great hall, on entering, is, perhaps, 
about thirty feet high, and has eight co- 
lossal statues, standing four on a side, in 
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lieu of columns, that seem to bear the 
ceiling upon their heads. We found in it 
two detached figures of lions with faces of 
birds, which were dragged out for the 
purpose of transmitting them to Mr. Salt, 
with a few other loose pieces of statuary, 
met with here and there in this and the 
other chambers, some of which, to the right 
and left, were less finely painted than the 
principal one, and seemed to have been se- 
pulchral. 

, Within the first there is a second hall, 
and then a sort of narrow vestibule, all 
opening in a right line to the holy of 
holies, in which an altar is still standing in 
front of four sitting deities, that are quite 
entire in every limb and feature, and with 
every colour remaining unimpaired upon 
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them, but all worked, as well as the whole 
temple itself, out of the solid rock. 

The floor of all the apartments was 
covered over with a very black and fine 
dust, which, observing its resemblance to 
the remains of decayed lintels in most of 
the doorways, was conjectured to be pul- 
verized wood. 

The joint labours of taking plans and 
measurements, and some views, as v^ell as 
sketches from historical subjects upon the 
walls within side, drawn by Mr. Beechey, 
occupied several days, after which we pro- 
ceeded upon our return, and touched at 
most of those antiquities that have been 
mentioned in a former chapter, on this 
portion of the Nile. 

At Kalapsh^, however, a quarrel with 
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the natives prevented all researches, for 
they stood armed in great numbers in 
front of the temple and demanded each 
a present as the price of admittance ; and, 
when we began to open a sort of treaty 
with them, and to attempt to bring them to 
reason, they grew so insolent and provok- 
ing, that I could no longer command my 
temper ; and from menaces and high 
words some of them were actually pro- 
ceeding to a degree of violence, that would 
have obliged me to use my fire-arms in 
my defence, had not the timely interference 
of Belzoni and the captains rescued me, 
and brought me back to the boat ; and 
even after we had gained it, we were pur- 

* An account of this fray will be found in Belzoni, 
p. 217 ; and it is mentioned also by Captains Irby and 
Mangles in their letters. 

VoL. II. P 
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sued by shouting and stones from the 
shore, to which we replied by a shot fired 
over their heads. 

On another day, Captain Irby was very 
badly cut in the hand, by seizing the 
knife, which one of our own crew was 
aiming at him during a warm dispute ; in 
consequence of which we set the man on 
shore, and suffered him no more to come 
amongst us, till he arrived for his pay at 

Phil«r 

The Nubian boat, however, was not 
dismissed until, , in pursuance of a separate 
bargain Baade for that special enterprise, 
it had coHv^ed our party down the Cata 
ract to Assouan, n stay of about four 
days among the ruins on the island. 

There was nothing at all dangerous in 
that passage, though the scenery is rocky 
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and savage most part of the way, and the 
rushing of the water in some places csonsi- 
derable 

Another embarkation, in a different 
boat, brought us all down to Thebes, with 
the addition to our company of Mrs. Bel- 
zoni, and an Irish lad, James Curtin f, 
who acted as her servant, where we 
settled ourselves, first in the temple of 
Luxor, afterwards at Gournou, and still 
later in the Valley of the Tombs of the 
Kings. 

Excavations and researches were almost 
immediately resumed upon Mr. Saifs ac- 
count, under the direction of his secretary, 
Mr. Beechey, and ®f Mr. Belzoni ; and 
I^found that some curious discoveries had 

• Belzoni, p. 218. 

f This young man died afterwards iii London. 

P2 
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been already made by them prmous to 
their departure for the upper country^ 
and especially in what seem to have been 
the principal private sepulchres of the 
city. But the rivalry of the French con- 
sul, Drovetti, in the same pursuit and 
speculation, had become very inconvenient, 
and soon led to violent and continued 
altercations between the adherents of the 
two factions ; so that all the site of ancient 
Thebes was subsequently, either by the 
direction or the tacit consent of the go- 
vernment, (administered at that time in 
Upper Egypt by the Defterdar Bey,) por- 
tioned out and allotted into two great 
divisionsi as French and English ground, 
each party being only entitled to dig 
within his own limits, and only authorized 
to appropriate what should be found there. 
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an expedient which, however, very imper- 
fectly allayed their jealousies and conten- 
tions. 

After a stay of but a few days, the two 
naval captains took their leave, and went 
back to Cairo, all the rest continuing esta- 
blished at Thebes in these operations. 

And it was not long afterwards that 
Mr. Bolzoni, who had certainly much 
acuteness as well as perseverance, and had 
acquired a sort of intuitive knowledge of 
the probable site of ancient remains, 
brought to light that remarkable tomb in 
the Valley of the Kings, where was found 
the alabaster sarcophagus, since sent to 
England, and which I have seen in Mr. 
Soane’s collection in London. 

I inspected that tomb very shortly after 
it was first opened ; it was as clean 
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throughout, and the colours as fresh, as 
if it had not been finished a weejk ; and as 
it was highly desirable to maintain it so, a 
door was put up, of which the key was 
committed to a trusty person, near the 
spot, who admitted none without an order. 

As for the representations contained in 
it, they were much less entertaining to 
me than those which are to be seen in 
some of^ the others near it that were well 
known, where there are scenes of manu- 
facture and cookery, and music, and com- 
mon life ; whereas in this the pictures 
seem all, or mostly, to be mystical, and 
relating to matters which I cannot under- 
stand. Some of those other tombs also 
are more extensive, so that the pre-emi- 
nence of this was confined solely (putting 
the sarcophagus out of the account) to its 
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admirable state of preservation ; but this 
did indeed give it so a great a superiority 
in point of effect, that nothing could 
appear more beautiful than the first de- 
scent into it, and especially when bril- 
liantly illuminated, as it was subsequently, 
during the visit of Lord Belmore and his 
family. 

In that same season there arrived from 
Cairo three English gentlemen, who 
brought with them a letter from Mr. 
Salt, in which I was directed to accom- 
pany them into Nubia. Their names were 
Colonel Stratton, Captain Bennett, and 
Mr. Fuller. 

It was of course my duty to conzj^y ; 
and when we reached the Cataract, I was 
ordered to get another boat in readiness 
for them beyond it. But this occupying 
a longer time than they had anticipated. 
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Captain Bennett laid the blame upon me, 
and proceeded to find so much fault, and 
to treat me with so much harshness of 
language, that I refused to go forward, 
and had quite determined not to have 
done so, had it not been for the urgent 
instances of the other two gentlemen, and 
their kind and obliging behaviour. 

The boat that was at last engaged for 
them was the property of Daoud Ka- 
schief, and in it I acted as their guide, 
for directing their attention to such points 
as had' become familiar to me in my former 
|i>hfnies« 

iSct Derr, the travellers were, in the 
first moment, received with very friendly 
appearances by Daoud Kft^iief, and re- 
galed with a repast prepared for them 
of fried eggs; but he did not long defer 
his inquiries as to what presents had 
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been brought for him, and persisted in a 
demand of both money and fire-arms. It 
was in vain that they denied having any 
in their possession ; and the sight of the 
firman, and threats of complaining to the 
Pasha of Egypt, were quite as little at- 
tended to. 

He was the owner of our boat, and per- 
emptorily insisted that we should quit it 
on the spot, which would have left us in 
the utmost embarrassment, and whatever 
we hftd, at his mercy ; we were obliged, 
^erefore, to content ourselves with letting 
him make himself master, almost by forc^, 
of our sugar, coflee, and drinking cups, 
with which he was satisfied, in the ^ absence 
of better commodities '*'• 

It willlje seen by reference to ‘^Norden’s Travels,” 
that he met with very similar usage at Derr. 
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From thence we set sail for Abousom- 
bal, which we examined unmolested ; and 
again the day following for Wadi Haifa, 
but did not quite reach it ; partly on ac- 
count of the wind, which became adverse, 
and partly because we knew that th# 
father of our extorting prince was residing 
there, who might possibly have revived 
some discussion about the boat, and have 
behaved no better towards us than his son. 

We turned, therefore, and landing 
wherever it was desirable, retraced our 
course to Thebes, where Lord Belmore’s 
femily arrived just about the same time, 
and also Mr. Salt, who gave me imme«- 
dkte notice of a fresh desdnationv 
he had very lately received a letter, in 
which Mr. Bankes announced to him his 
return iqto Asia, and requested that I 
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should be put on my way, without loss of 
time, to join him at Acre. 

Mr. Belzoni, who was still at Thebes, 
hearing this, expressed a strong wish that 
his lady should take the opportunity of 
accompanying me to Syria, (she being de- 
sirous of visiting Jerusalem,) and promised 
that she should be ready accordingly to 
join me at Cairo; whither I was now- 
bound directly with the Colonel and his 
two companions, and where I parted from 
them %i!it a few days after, they pursuing 
their way to Alexandria, having testified 
their satisfaction in my services, both in a 
written paper which they left with me, and 
by a liberal reward. 

Preparatory to my Syrian journey, an 
instrument bearing the Pasha’s signature 
was consigned to me by the dragoman of 
the consulate, the purport of which was 
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to authorize Mr. Bankes in removing that 
curious Egyptian stone which I mentioned 
as existing at El Arish, and there serving 
as a water-trough. 

. Mrs. Belzoni and the Irish servant-lad 
Curtin now joined me, both wearing the 
dress of Mameluke youths, which they had 
recently assumed, and we proceeded in 
company to Damietta, where Soroor, a 
native who acted as British vice-consul 
there, rece^yied and lodged ug with great 
hospitality. But, although a passage to 
Jaffa was engaged immediately, the wind 
remained so steadily fixed in an adverse 
quarter, that w^e were detained in his house 
a whole month, and afterwards many days 
on board, before we could sail 

* Mrs. Belzoni says, in what she calls her trifling 
account,” that her detention on board was no less than a 
whole month. 
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I never could quit Egypt without feel- 
ings of some regret, so much do I find in 
it that makes me prefer it to most other 
countries ; but still I felt great impatience 
al; this delay, and an earnest desire to be 
once more attached to the master, who, 
both while I was wdth him, and since his 
departure, had always proved himself a 
kind friend to me. 

After the unlooked for delay which I 
have mentioned, the weather became all at 
once fair for our departure, and continued 
tbldrably so during the voyage, so that we 
anchored within a very few days in the 
port of Jaffa 


♦ March 9, 1818. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Jemsaiem~-^TMik Ea^er — Ill-tre«tment of the laatms 
—Excavation in the Tomb of the Kings there — 
Journey to Petra — Hebron — ^Karack — Sheik Yusuff 
—Sheik Sahlem — Shdlieek— Sheik Aben Raschid— 
Disputes — ^Preparations for battle — Ruins of Petra — 
Tomb of Aaron — Return to Karack — Rabbath Moab 
— Caniaim — 'Dibon — Baal Meon — Medala — Hesh- 
bon — Palace of Hircauus — Assalt — Djerash-Bisan— 
Chorazin — ^Embark for Jaffa — Mr. Bankes's illness 
there — ^his Visit to Solomon’s Temple. 

So much ftme had been already lost, that, 
taking my leave of Mrs. Belzoni for the 
present, I the very first moment, on 
famding, to proceed to Acre; and there 
learned from Antonio, with more vexation 
than surprise, that his master’s patience 
had been quite exhausted in expecting me, 
and that he had consequently engaged at 
Aleppo a Levantine interpreter, named 
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Cdlitmni, whom he carried with him 
through the vale of Bekaa to Paneas and 
the source of the Jordan, and so all round 
die lakes both of Houlie and Tiberias ; 
that from Damascus, alsoi, he had made a 
second tour in the Hauran, more exh^isive 
and complete than that in which I accom- 
panied him ; and, having deposited all the 
plans and drawings in Antonio’s hands, 
was gone up again, but a very few days 
before, to make another long and diflBcult 
Journey in the country beyond Jordan, 
which it was calculated would terminate 
at Jerusalem. Antonio bad the same or- 
ders for me as for himself — that we were 
not to move till sent for ; so we remained 
there together, with the baggage, and I 
heard from him, with great interest, ac- 
counts of the many countries which he 
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had seen in turn since we parted, in- 
cluding air Asia Minor, and the islands of 
the Archipelago and Adriatic, Constanti- 
nople and all Greece, with Albania and 
Roumelia, and even Maina. 

The situation of Acre is pleasant, and 
there is abundance of almost everything to 
be found in the market, so that we were 
very well off during our stay there. At 
the end of about three weeks, word was 
broughC^tltat, owing to some disputes or 
treachery of the Arabs beyond Jordan, 
Mr. Bankes, with his companions, had 
been obliged to fly from Assalt, and to 
swim the river on their horses ; but, after 
sleeping in a cave, had succeeded in get- 
ting safe through Samaria to Jerusaleih, 
where we were directed to join him, two 
of his horses being sent over for the pur- 
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pose of conveying us. My meeting with 
him at the Catholic convent was a very 
joyful day to me ; and I found there also 
in his company my two fellow -labourers 
at Abousambul, Captains Irby and Man- 
gles, all Lord Belmore’s family and suite, 
Mrs. Belzoni and her servant, and Mr. 
Legh, an English traveller, whom I had 
never before seen : so that perhaps there 
had seldom or never been at Jerusalem, at 
any one time, so large an assemblage of 
Europeans. 

The festival of the Greek Easter, now 
close at hand, was the great attraction, 
and the number of pilgrims of that per- 
suasion was unusually large. The crowd 
in the church of the holy sepulchre was 
prodigious on the day of the pretended 
miracle of the sacred fire, which took 

Q 
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place, as usual, amidst the most noisy and 
indecent scuffling that can be imagined, 
every one striving who should first get his 
own taper lighted ; and thus the little 
flames are seen spreading all over the 
church almost in an instant, and bran- 
dished about and twinkling in all direc- 
tions, which lias a singular and surprising 
effect. A very few mornings after, all 
this great multitude, still further increased 
by pilgrims of other sects, Copts, Arme- 
nians, and Abyssinians, proceeded to the 
Jordan, not less in number than about five 
thousand, escorted by the Turkish go- 
irernor and a strong guard. There were 
men, women, and children, mounted — 
some two, some three, on the same beast 
of burden, horse, ass, or camel; and a 
still larger proportion of both sexes went 
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creeping along on foot : so that the strag- 
gling procession stretched to a vast length 
in the narrow defiles on the road to Je- 
richo^ near which some pitched their tents 
in the plain^ and some made shift to lie 
among the bushes for that night, but 
others hurried to the water immediately ; 
for, taking lights with us, and going down 
to the river’s edge before dawn, we found 
it already crowded with persons of both 
sexes, bathing or filling their bottles there, 
or cutting down branches to take home 
with them as relics. 

I, with the European party, passed on 
from thence to the Dead Sea, where the 
water is of a most nauseous quality to the 
taste, and most uncomfortable to the eyes 
and skin. We verified, however, that 
strange property imputed to it, of sup 

Q 2 
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porting bodies that will not swim else- 
where, for I myself saw Mr. Bankes, 
whom I know to be ignorant of that art, 
floating without effort upon its surface; 
and observed also, as remarkable, that 
scarce any part of the limbs is bedded in 
the water, but the whole seem to rest upon 
it as on a solid plane. 

The Greek devotees did not quit Jeru- 
salem till they had had a very serious 
affray with the Catholic friars, within the 
very walls that contain the sepulchre ; one 
of whom, bearing a high office in our con- 
vent, returned thither so beaten by them 
on the head, that he was bled immediately, 
and in our presence. He was an old man, 
and, being a Maltese, thought that he had 
some claim on English protection. The 
gentlemen accordingly (finding that he had 
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not been in fault) took up his cause, but 
could get no redress at all from the go- 
vernor, who seemed to be better paid by 
the other party. The Society, therefore, 
had determined to abandon and lock up 
their convent, as well as their chapel in 
the holy sepulchre, and to retire elsewhere 
till they should be better protected 5 but 
our travellers dissuaded them from this 
step, promising to transmit strong repre- 
sentations on the subject to Constantinople 
and elsewhere, which conduced, several 
months later, to the displacing of that 
governor by the Pasha of Damascus. 

In my first account of Jerusalem, in a 
former chapter, I think that I mentioned 
the large excavation, a little without the 
walls, which is called the Tomb of the 
Kings. It was the more familiar to me. 
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since I assisted Mr. Bankesjn taking mea- 
surements for the plan which he made of 
it during his first journey. It was upon 
his turning to this, many months after- 
wards (for the conjecture had not struck 
him, at least so strongly, on the spot), 
that he deduced a strong presumption of 
the existence of other entrances and more 
chambers besides those which are known ; 
and he had determined on a search, should 
he ever revisit it. His reasons for this 
supposition had now so much weight with 
his countrymen, that all took an interest 
in it ; and I was directed to apply to the 
Aga for a permission to excavate, but this 
was refused or evaded. After which, the 
travellers resolved to take the task upon 
themselves ; but this was done with great 
secrecy, some going as far as to the valley 
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of St. J(^ to purchase a few spades and 
baskets, and all dropping separately out 
at the different gates about nightfall, in 
order to meet afterwards at the tomb, 
where a lantern also had been provided, 
and a water-skin. 

When assembled, there were — Captain 
Corry, Mr. Legh, Captains Irby and 
Mangles, and Mr. Bankes ; and three or 
four attendants assisting and bearing part 
in the toil, as well as myself. It was sin- 
gular enough that three out of our number 
should have been among the excavators of 
Abousambul ; but the present was a very 
different kind of labour, almost the whole 
mass to be removed consisting of stones, 
of larger and smaller size, some heavy, 
and all very rough, so that our nails were 
soon worn down to the quick : however. 
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by relieving each other at staUrtKntervals, 
we worked through the whole night, and 
before daybreak had cleared out a hole 
much more in depth than the height of 
the tallest man ; but, though it seemed 
probable that wc must be near the sup- 
posed opening, a great stone interposed, 
and we could proceed no further. 

No person had detected us during the 
operation, though so near a populous city, 
and we had, had the good fortune to find 
a supply of water almost close by, in an 
ancient reservoir. 

Next day, stealing quietly back in the 
afternoon, some of us heated a pile of char- 
coal upon the great stone, and throwing on 
it first vinegar and then water in quantities 
from the neighbouring tank, succeeded in 
cracking it all to pieces. 
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But before night, by some means, the 
rumours of what was going on had got 
abroad, and the governor, it was said, had 
given orders for filling up the place : what 
was yet more unlucky, the party was dis- 
persed that evening, and could not be got 
together in sufficient strength to complete 
the task, much to the vexation of some 
who were ready and very anxious to re- 
sume it, which certainly was then still in 
our power. And I am even doubtful 
whether we should have been actually pre- 
vented afterwards, for it was not put fairly 
to the proof, though much was said about 
it. I have always, therefore, regretted 
that no further attempt was made, feeling 
quite convinced that some aperture existed 
very little below the level at which we left 
off, and so I believe is every one in his 
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own mind who took part in the under- 
taking. 

What however called off the attention 
of us all at this time was the prospect and 
arrangements of a new journey, which had 
long been the principal object of Mr, 
Bankes’s wishes, and was indeed the oc- 
casion of his return into Syria. To pene- 
trate to the ruins of Petra was the main 
design, but he also entertained great hope 
of discovering somewhere by the way the 
palace of a Jewish prince (Hircanus), 
which he had read of, and a fortified tem- 
ple (called Carnaim), and the tomb and 
town of King Herod : two former attempts 
had failed ; and it was now arranged that 
both Mr. Legh, and the two sea captains, 
and their servants, should join us in the 
expedition. 
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The Pasha of Damascus and the go- 
vernors both of Jerusalem and of Jaffa 
had been applied to in turn, but had 
declined making themselves at all re- 
sponsible, nor would the Porte insert the 
name of Wady Moosa in the firman. We 
were reduced therefore to seek out simply 
for a guide, and sent accordingly for the 
Bedoueen Mahomet Daheidy, the same 
whose son Mr. Bankes had formerly libe- 
rated from prison, He came at our call, 
and, since it was proposed to go first 
to Hebron, an inhabitant of that town 
was also engaged in our company, which 
now (with these two added and the ser- 
vants) consisted of eleven persons, all on 
horseback, and all clothed nearly alike in 
the common Arab dress ; to accord with 
which also the Englishmen assumed Maho- 
metan names ; my master’s was Haleel. 
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We took Bethlehem in our way, and 
the {"rank mountain, famous, it seems, in 
the crusades ; next the Labyrinth (as it is 
called), which appears a natural cavern, 
but winding, and of some extent ; and 
last, the ruins of Tekoa, before arriving at 
Hebron, which is rather a large place, and 
the country about it prettier than that 
about Jerusalem. 

I went into a mosque there, and threw 
a paper down into a hole that is considered 
to be the tomb of Abraham, and according 
as the paper lodges by the way, or reaches 
the bottom, it is looked upon as a sign 
of good or ill luck for the future. The 
building itself is originally a church of 
the time of the Frank kings, not at all 
altered, but stands within another that 
serves as a sort of inclosure to it, built of 
very vast stones, and in so remarkable a 
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style^ that I hardly saw Mr. Bankes take 
so great an interest in any other piece of 
architecture during our tour. 

The governor was surprised at our com- 
ing, but very civile and at first proposed of 
himself to put us upon our way ; but this 
appeared subsequently to have been only a 
trap for presents, since he ended in re- 
fusing all assistance and dissuading us 
from the journey. 

We had therefore undertaken it alone 
(with the aid of the compass, for even 
Mahomet Daheidy soon left us), and had 
advanced a little, when a Jew of the town, 
bringing a Bedoueen guide with him, was 
sent after by the governor to bargain with 
us. The sum demanded was paid, and the 
guide accepted, but he would undertake 
to carry us no farther than Karack, and 
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though we found plenty of his tribe when 
we stopped with him that night at his 
camp, no number that we proposed, nor 
offer that we could make, would tempt 
them to escort us to Wady Moosa, so 
great did they represent the dangers of 
that country to be ; but two or three more 
of them joined us for Karack. 

We passed here and there some insig- 
nificant.ruins, and went down a very steep 
and rough descent into the plain of the 
Ghaur, beyond the southern end of the 
Dead Sea : all the ground there is quite 
barren and thickly incrusted with salt, and 
we even saw great solid blocks of it lying 
here and there, like stones, under the cliff ; 
a part also was marshy, and it would 
appear that the water stretches much 
farther at some seasons than at others. 
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We slept in that dismal flat ; and the 
next morning, after crossing it, got a break- 
fast of butter mixed with a sort of sweet 
fruit produced there called Nebbe *, among 
some wild people, whom we found living 
in reed huts, and cultivating a few little 
fields on the bank of a rivulet, which dis- 
charges itself close by; they are called 
Gauarnies, and wear an odd kind of leathern 
apron; they seemed very jealous of our 
seeing their women, but otherwise not ill 
disposed to us. 

A sort of thicket incloses their little set- 
tlement, and just beyond it, almost coast- 
ing the Dead Sea, the travellers were con- 
tinually alighting to pick up lumps of red 
granite and porphyry, and other marbles 

* All Bey writes it nebbak, and compares it to the 
jujube (ii. 110 ) ; it grows near Mecca. 
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of extreme hardness, that were lying scat- 
tered about in a native state, but with no 
rocks of the same nature discernible from 
whence they could have fallen. 

We crossed, I think, another little 
stream, where were some palms ; and after- 
wards continued ascending, more or less, 
all the way, till after many hours, and 
much toil, we got sight at last of some 
signs of cultivation, and of the dilapidated 
castle of Karack, closing the end of a steep 
rocky defile, in which, somewhat lower 
down, we had met an armed party that 
wanted to stop us, but proceeded to no 
violence. 

Our entrance into Karack was through 
an archway that is only faced with ma- 
sonry, for it is cut througli a ridge stand- 
ing up of the live rock, and Ve found 
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within that the old Saracen fortification of 
walls and towers incloses a much larger 
area than what the present houses occupy, 
which are also mean in tliemselves, flat 
roofed, and of only one story, very different 
in this last respect from those at Hebron, 
which are remarkably lofty. The mosque 
is quite as much in ruins as an old Chris- 
tian church or chapel, where there are, 
however, some remains of paintings. The 
population is at this day almost equally 
divided between the two religions, living 
together apparently in perfect harmony,, 
and the women of both appear more in 
sight, and are less veiled than is usuaU. 
We were kindly treated here from the 
first, but never had any bread with our 
meals, nor any substitute for it, a mode 
of eating tq- which we could so little get 
VoL. II. R 
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accustomed, that we would much rather 
have dispensed with the mutton and butter, 
which were brought in abundance; and 
this singular want attended us afterwards 
through almost all our journey, the people 
beyond the Dead Sea, whether in towns 
or tents, seeming to feed altogether without 
it, especially when any meat is provided. 

The venerable old Sheik of the place, 
YusufF Majellie, conciliated the respect 
and esteem of all the strangers from his 
very first appearance, by the simplicity of 
his character and plain dealing; it was 
soon arranged with him that, for a stipu- 
lated sum, he should himself take charge 
of us to Wady Moosa, as the extreme 
point southwards, and, on the return, 
should see us safe in the other direction as 
far as Assalt. He warned us also before- 
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hand that a payment or two might pro- 
bably be required of us to other Sheiks by 
the way. 

Notwithstanding his grey beard, he 
had married a very young wife only the 
day before, and was absent with her at the 
tents of his new father-in-law, when we 
arrived, yet quitted her on the third morn- 
ing, that he might shew us the rites of 
hospitality at his house, and was now 
(very contrary to the usual dilatory habit 
of the East) ready to set out with us 
immediately. 

As we quitted Karack, we found that 
its old fortress makes the best figure upon 
the south side, and soon entering upon an 
upland pasture country, saw many ancient 
ruined villages, and passed the tomb of 
Abon Taleb, held in great devotion by 
Mussclmen. r 2 
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We were received and fed at the tents 
of a powerful Bedoueen, called Sheik 
Sahlem, who insisted on a high tribute for 
his safe conduct, which, after much alter- 
cation, was paid him, with some abatement, 
and his son added to our escort for the 
rest of the journey. Most of the women 
at that camp had their faces scratched 
and bloody, in token of lamentation for 
a death that had just happened. A ruin 
near it was considered Roman, but highly 
curious, having somewhat the air of a 
palace, with two tiers of ornamented win- 
dows, of which the upper were circular, and 
pilasters between ; it is called Deit Ras. 

We afterwards crossed a very steep 
ravine, in which flows a stream called El 
Husseyn, and observed some extinct vol- 
canoes, very evident here and there near 
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the road side, which k paved with the 
lava for a long way together, and in a 
perfect state, and has Roman mile-stones 
still standing upon it in many places. 

Expectations had been raised of finding 
remains of some interest at Gharandcl, but 
were not fulfilled, they being very mean, 
though rather extensive, with a small 
brook running through them. 

Beyond this, while we were eating in 
some tents, an alarm was suddenly raised 
that some of the flocks had been carried 
off by a marauding tribe, and our hosts 
flew immediately to arms. The case must 
be one of frequent occurrence, for the same 
happened that very evening where we 
slept ; and even the men of Karack had 
themselves driven off and appropriated a 
large herd of oxen from the Druse-moun* 
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tain in the Hatiran, as we found upon our 
TCtum, by a reclamation made in our 
hearing against Sheik YusuflP, who, though 
admitting the fact, could never be induced 
to restore more than half the number 
taken. 

It was towards the close of the fourth 
day from Karack, that we reached, by 
short and easy journies, the castle (or 
rather fortified town) of Shobeck, which 
crowns an abrupt insulated hill that swells 
out of the valley like a huge mound : fig 
orchards and gardens slope down the sides, 
and here and there little fragments of ruin 
shew that the population has once extended 
beyond the fortress ; which seems to be of 
Saracen work, but yet incloses the remnant 
of a Christian church of the time of the 
Crusades. 
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The inhabitants expressed great alarm 
from the walls on the first sight of our 
party, and collected there, shouting at us, 
and rolling down stones ; but so soon as 
they recognized who were our conductors, 
their gate, which had been closed, was 
set open to us, and nothing could exceed 
their hospitality and kindness. We passed 
the night amongst them and fared well 
with respect to every thing, except that 
usual deficiency, of no bread being oiffered 
to us. 

We quitted them early the next morn- 
ing, in quest of their powerful and popular 
Sheik, Mahommed Abou Baschid, whom 
we had not yet seen, but found residing 
under tents, at some distance, though still 
within the confines of his territory. He 
was a young man, about thirty, with a 
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very spirited and intelligent air, and his 
manners as prepossessing as his appear- 
ance ; he became from thenceforward the 
hero of our expedition, and without him 
we never could have attained our object. 
The first act which we saw him engaged 
in was one of just retribution, for a mer- 
chant (whom we had previously met at 
Hebron) was reclaiming several bales of 
goods pilfered or detained from him in 
the camp, and the cause was heard and 
the effects restored in our presence, which 
at once raised a high opinion both of his 
authority and his honour. He seemed a 
man of few words, and soon told us that, 
since he and his people sometimes fre- 
quented Cairo, the recommendations that 
we had with us from Mahomet Ali had 
great weight with him, and that, if it were 
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but out of respect to that Pasha, without 
other inducement, he would freely take it 
upon himself to escort us. 

It was well for us that he had made 
this promise before he had any conference 
with Abou Zeitoon, the sheik of Wady 
Moosa, who happened to be encamped 
very near, and was in communication with 
him immediately after, holding a very 
opposite language, and concluding at last 
with an oath, by the beard of the Pro- 
phet, and the honour of his women, that 
we should neither enter his district, nor 
taste of the water there. 

All his followers took the same part, 
and, after a loud and angry dispute, with- 
drew at once from our tents, where they 
had been seated, and sprung on their 
horses. 
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Our venerable guide-in-chief, Sheik 
Yusuff, took alarm for us, and dissuaded 
all further efforts; but Abou Raschid at 
the same moment snatching his own lance, 
and making signal that all should mount, 
exclaimed, ‘‘It is I that have put them 
upon their horses, let us see who will stop 
Abou Raschid !” — and with that he led the 
way forwards, swearing at the same time 
his oath, “ by the honour of his women,” 
that we sliould drink at the fountain Wady 
Moosa, and go wherever he should please 
to carry us. 

The Sheiks Y ussuff and young Sahlem 
shook their heads, and remained where 
they were ; nay, even his own people more 
than once endeavoured to induce him to 
desist, and we can ascribe his determina- 
tion to nothing else than a regard for his 
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word, and a high chivalrous spirit, for he 
had neither made any bargaiii with the 
travellers, nor received any promise. 

The march of the two adverse parties 
at the same time out of the camp was rather 
a singular spectacle, for, though quite 
separated, they continued long moving 
parallel, and in sight of each other, ours 
following a gradual descent in a hollow, 
and the men of Wady Moosa moving upon 
a steep ridge to our left hand. 

As we got lower down, near a spring, a 
multitude of people, subjects of Shobeck, 
some on foot, and some mounted, but all 
armed, and some dromedaries, with two 
riders upon each, joined us as a reinforce- 
ment ; and not long afterwards our moun- 
tain pass at length opened, not to a valley, 
but a high table land, from whence the 
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prospect was almost boundless, with the 
great purple peaks of Mount Hor, and the 
tomb of Aaron on its top, directly in front, 
though still distant ; neater to us there 
were green fields, and cultivation, and even 
patches of trees, but upon every side be- 
yond these the landscape was closed by a 
desart. 

Our lodging for the night was still with- 
the confines of our Sheik, in a camp of 
about seventy tents, pitched in several 
circles, from whence, in our advance on 
the morrow, we actually passed over the 
ground where some of the adverse party 
had been sleeping, as was indicated to us 
by marks of their fires and tent-cords, for 
all had withdrawn. 

Not far beyond this, we reached a camp 
belonging to an independent, but very 
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friendly tribe, in which only a momentary 
halt had been intended, but which, from 
the posture of affairs, became the head- 
quarters till the third morning. Its po- 
sition was interesting, for we could see 
from it not only Aaron’s tomb, and a 
small peep at the ruins and excavations in 
the valley below, but even the mean little 
village of Wady Moosa itself, and could 
distinguish clearly that the inhabitants 
had withdrawn from it, with their flocks 
and cattle, to an eminence which com- 
manded it, and also completely overlooked 
the descent from our side into the bottom : 
whence it was plain from the first that our 
passage would be disputed, and we heard 
that even a sort of barricade had been 
thrown up round the water. Here, then, 
was opened a scene of negociation and 
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discord, whidi lasted through four whole 
days without intermission, during the two 
last of which it was found necessary to fall 
back again upon our seventy tents, since 
such great numbers as were with us be- 
came burthaSBome, even to Bedoueen hos- 
pitality# 

Sometimes there came spies in the camp, 
sometimes messengers, and sometimes whole 
deputations of the enemy, quite filling the 

■fir- 

tent, in order to reason and remonstrate 
with our chief ; the European strangers, 
though the cause of all, taking very little 
part, and being very little consulted in the 
matter: so that we sat by, and not only 
heard ourselves, on the one side, made the 
object of very groundless imputations, 
(particularly of the intention, much insisted 
upon, of poisoning the water,) but also upon 
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the other, of commendations hot less absurd 
and mistaken as to our country, and reli- 
gion, and the nature of our errand ; which 
last must really have been as incompre- 
hensible to Abou Raschid himself, as to 
any of his opponents, who at times would 
proceed in their language to strong and 
direct menaces, and at others would pass 
in armed parties almost close before us, 
refusing to alight, or to eat with any. 

Matters only seemed to become worse, 
instead of mending, and the patience and 
temper of Abou Raschid being quite ex- 
hausted, he began to call his forces about 
hirai in good earnest ; who were now flocking 
in continually, and our two Sheiks, old 
YusufF and young Sahlem, who had staid 
in the rear ever since our gallant protector 
had taken us upon his head,” as he 
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termed it, were sent for, to witness or take 
part in what might happen. They were 
escorted with large numbers to our camp 
in the forenoon, and their arrival greeted 
with shrill cries of L6 ! le ! 16 ! from the 
women, who repeated the same animated 
congratulation to every reinforcement that 
arrived ; no man who did not bring arms 
being suffered to remain, or to fare with 
the rest. Most of those thus collected 
were on foot, and had matchlocks, but 
many also were mounted and dressed like 
the Bedoueens, carrying lances. Between 
both sorts there cannot have been less than 
about three hundred assembled, of whom 
each entered separately at his first coming 
to salute the chief, and was familiarly 
received by him with a kiss like an equal. 
The two Sheiks, his guests, to avoid pre- 
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cedence, had entered the circle of tents by 
different openings at the same instant, and 
were welcomed by him with great cordiality 
and honours. But when the old man re- 
sumed his dissuasive tone^ and his counsels 
of moderation, illustrated with long stories 
of his early life, he was listened to with 
impatience, and could not even obtain that 
the question about the water should be 
waived, (since we ourselves made no point 
of it,) and the mere sight of the ruins in- 
sisted upon. No — the honour of Abou- 
Raschid was engaged, and we should all 
bathe in the fountain if we thought pro- 
per ! ” Nay, there must have been some- 
thing almost contagious in so much firm- 
ness, for old Yusuff was heard at last to 
say softly, And what if I, too, should 
bring up my men of Karack ? 

VOL. II. 


s 
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Im the^e.actr^mitkB there e^peared at 
length quite a mw penKmage a« a n^dia* 
tor ; it was a Idhid Sheik, named Hindy, 
commanding a mtmerous and powerful 
tribe, not mudi predisposed to favour the 
suspected infidels, and poisoners, and 
searchers after treasure, but still desirous 
of peace between his neighbours. At his 
suggestion, therefore, (though rather as a 
pretext than a real precaution,) some men 
of Damascus, who happened to be at Wady 
Mobsa, in their return from Mecca, were 
deputed from thence to look over our 
papers ; and, though these were in Turkish, 
which not one of them could read, they 
were pronounced satisfactory, mid lifted 
to their foreheads accordingly with all due 
ireapect. 

£arly the following morning a long 
cavalcade was seen approaching, and soon 
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filled all the area of our caaap, with the 
blind peace*maker and Abou-Zeitocoi at 
their head, announcing that the passage 
was now free to us, and inviting m to a 
visit of reconciliation, whicH' was ndther 
accepted nor declined by our chief, who 
desired us to mount and go forward, which 
we did, with his retainers following, not 
inferior to the others in number; and the 
two parties moving together down the 
hill, became hardly distinguishable, though 
Abou-Zeitoon and his people took care to 
lead the way. 

We had received a hint, however, that 
whatever we might see the rest do, we 
must not turn to the right or the left, but 
persevere straight on, down the direct 
descent 5 and accordingly when the men 
of Wady Moosa tumed off at the branch- 
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way which leads to their village, we no 
longer followed in their footsteps, and by 
this simple^ and to them unexpected, ma- 
noeuvre, made it impossible for them to 
obstruct our passage or dictate to us, since 
we were now ahead of them in the only 
horse track to the disputed fountain and 
the ruins, the general face of the ground 
being impracticable from its steepness. 
Altercatioha and remonstrances followed 
upon this, and the rival chiefs separated at 
last wdth coldness, if not with incivility. 
We could even subsequently discern that 
we were closely watched all that day and 
the next, from that camp above the village 
which commanded the valley. The first 
words uttered afterwards were the con- 
temptuous exclamation of Abou-Ra$chid ; 

See there the water about which there 
has been so much wrangling ! Drink in it 
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« — wash in it— bathe in it ! ” We tasted it 
only, and rode on, winding till we found 
ourselves at last in the bottom, where the 
region of the tombs begins at the foot of 
the precipice. 

Like those of Egypt, they are all cut 
out in the live rock, but are yet the very 
opposite of them in one respect, for the 
decoration and extent are here all bestowed 
on the outside, and the interior is rude and 
diminutive, while in Egypt there is often 
externally no more than a simple door* 
way to be seen, though within there is 
chamber after chamber, all one more 
finished and ornamented than another, so 
that there can be no just point of compa- 
rison, unless indeed it should be to the great 
temples at Abousambul, to which these 
tombs seem inferior, if not in scale, at least 
in point of majesty of effect. Some have no 
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more than a front, and some stand forward 
detached all round ; the number altogether 
is prodigious, and the effect very strange, 
especially from the strong orange and 
purple tints of the sandstone itself. For 
a full mile there is no other passage ex- 
cepting through a cleft, not more than 
three or four yards wide, of which the sides 
are sometimes perpendicular and some- 
times overhanging, to the height of four 
or five hundred feet, which terrific pass 
was the scehe of a robbery and massacre 
the year before, in which a whole com- 
pany of merchant-pilgrims returning from 
Mecca for Western Africa were the vic- 
tims, some of whose goods were here and 
there offered us for sale in our return, but 
who were the actual perpetrators seemed 
to be uncertain. 

About half way through, there is a 
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skigle spot, abrupt and precipitous as the 
rest, where the area of this natural chasm 
spreads a little, and sweeps into an irre- 
gular circle ; this was chosen for the situ- 
ation of the most elaborate, if not the most 
extensive of all the architectural monu- 
ments, which, from a large vase (furnished 
as it should seem originally with handles 
of metal) placed upon its summit, and 
supposed by the natives to be filled with 
coin, is called the treasure-house of Pha- 
raoh. Bullets seem to have been fired at 
the vase in great numbers, but quite with- 
out effect, and it stands at such a height, 
and in such a position, that perhaps even 
avarice and curiosity have never succeeded 
in climbling to it, being as inaccessible 
from above, by the rude overhanging of 
the rock, as from below by the smoothness 
of the wrought surface ; for, with columns. 
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and rich friezes, and pediments, and large 
figures of horses and men, the front rises 
to several lofty stories, and the surprising 
effect is heightened by the position, and 
the strangeness of the approach. The 
detail is so minute and so well preserved, 
that Mr. Bankes’s drawing of this front 
alone was the work of many hours, the 
rest waiting patiently in the meantime in 
a tuft of oleanders that grows before it. 

Immediately beyond, the ravine closes 
and contracts again to its former limits, 
and expands no more till it opens at once 
on the ruins of the city, which may rather 
be said to stand in a hollow of a mountain 
than either in a valley or a plain. A small 
stream that ran through it was arched 
over ; one large pile of masonry is stand- 
ing, and here and there a few columns, but 
nil the rest was excavation; for there were 
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houses gained out of the rocks, as well as a 
theatre, and an immense display of tombs 
all round, which (if indeed some might not 
be temples) form the most striking object 
even from the very centre of the old city, 
many rising to a vast height, like our 
Italian churches, with ranges of pillars and 
ornaments one above the other, but the 
majority restricted to a much simpler form, 
peculiar to the place, terminating Math 
flights of steps on the top as a battlement. 
On one of these last is a long inscription in 
some strange character, which it was a 
great labour to my master to copy. 

The base of Mount Hor rises in the 
very midst of this scene of antiquities, but 
the ascent is so steep and toilsome that I 
declined it, though all the rest persevered 
to the top, where they found Aaron's tomb 
to be in the custody of a solitary Sheik, 
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and could discern from thence another rich 
architectural frontispiece in a new direc- 
tion. They were absent about two hours 
and a half, and brought down the tran- 
script of an inscription in Hebrew. With 
this, at the close of the second day, ter- 
minated the toil and amusement of our 
rambles among those remains, which I can- 
not help considering curious beyond all 
others, if their situation and the scenery 
which surrounds them be taken into ac- 
count. 

Abou-Raschid himself, thinking that 
there would be risk in further delay, dis- 
couraged all hope of a return on the mor- 
row, and, just as he withdrew , some Be- 
doueens met us, who, seizing our bridles, 
carried us almost by force to their tents, 
in order to lodge and regale us. 

After passing the night with them, we 
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returned the next day to our well known 
camp of the seventy tents, where we re- 
joined Y usufF and Sahlem, who were pa- 
tiently waiting for us, to whose care and 
conduct we were now again consigned by 
Abou-Raschid, who here took his leave, 
kissing every one in his turn, and receiving 
the thanks, and presents, and expressions 
of admiration and esteem which he well 
deserved, and the parting seemed to be 
one of regret upon all sides. He consigned 
however his iron mace (the symbol of his 
authority) to our party, so far as Shobeck, 
that we might be received there as though 
he himself were with us. 

Beyond Shobeck we slept one night in a 
poor looking village that stands hand- 
somely on a high jut of land, and after- 
wards passed in sight of some others. 
The weather was cold, and we took plea- 
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sure in bathing in a natural hot spring to 
which we were conducted in a hollow, and 
passed the last night before our return to 
Karack in the tents of old Yusuffs father- 
in-law. Our safe return to Karack was 
celebrated by the slaughter of three kids 
drawn up in a row, upon which we after- 
wards feasted. There was great despair 
and lamentation in the house on account 
of the illness of a young woman of the 
Sheik’s family, which was considered to 
be dangerous, and almost past cure ; none 
of the ""gentlemen had anything to pre- 
scribe, but being teased to say some- 
thing, and seeing her much exhausted, I 
recommended some chicken broth, and she 
recovered. 

- During the halt at Karack, the travellers 
again visited the Dead Sea, and searched 
the shore minutely for the signs or remains 
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of any living creature produced in those 
waters, but could find nothing else but 
the bodies of innumerable locusts that 
have perished in them, and snail-shells 
brought down by the rivers. They picked 
up on the shore also large lumps of salt 
and of sulphur. 

The first point in our journey from 
Karack to the northward (towards Assalt) 
was Rabbah, the ruins of a moderate town 
with a small temple or two ; but not very 
far from it is a much larger building, very 
strong and with some ornament, called 
Beit el Karm*, which Mr. Bankes thought 
to be one of the objects that he was in 
search of. On one spot we found a de- 
tachment of the Christians of Karack en- 
camped, giving a proof of their state of 

• There is, I think, great reason to suppose this to Iw 
the Temple at Camaim, mentioned in the Maccabees, 
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security and independence here, which I 
never saw elsewhere in the East. 

The descent and passage across Wady 
Mojib is excessively steep, though the 
stream itself is inconsiderable. An old 
Roman arch still strides across it, that was 
once a bridge, and there is a highway 
with milestones. A ruined place called 
Diban* is just beyond, and another further 
on called Maynf, near which are a number 
of great ’^ude slabs of stone, set together 
like so many boxes, four standing edge- 
ways for the sides, and one laid flat on the 
top, with no other sign of art about them 
whatever except their posture, for they 
never seem to have been wrought at all 
with any tool. The number of them is 
veiy considerable, and we saw two or three 


• Dibon of Scripture. 


f Baal Moeon of Scripture. 
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such afterwards, not far from Djerash*^ 
From this point we turned down into 
a very romantic ravine, that opens to the 
Dead Sea : the water that flows in it is 
excessively hot, and the rocks full of sul- 
phur. Rubbish and tiles show that the 
place was once inhabited, and some an- 
cient copper coins were picked up, quite 
corroded. 

Returning to our route near Medaba, 
(which is another ancient place, and has 
an immense reservoir lined with stone,) a 
difficulty presented itself, for the Beny- 
sackr Arabs were encamped there in such 
numbers that there were not less than two 
hundred tents, and their chief Ibn Fays 
happened to be the very person whose 

♦ Tlicy resemble exactly some of the Druidical re- 
mains in this country, especially what is called Kits 
Cotty house, in Kent 
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extortions and bad faith had driven Mr. 
Bankes to escape from him by flight across 
the Jordan in a former journey. Old 
Yusuff, without being aware of this, was 
of himself sufficiently imwilling to trust us 
amongst them, but as it was much wished 
to see Medaba and Heshbon, the fact was 
studiously concealed from him, and we 
entered the camp, where the young chief 
stepped forward, and recognising Mr. 
Bankes (who had made him considerable 
presents) with a great show of kindness, 
held his stirrup as he alighted, and received 
him with a kiss. He had strangers with 
him from Damascus, and feasted his guests 
so plentifully, that the wooden dish out of 
which we all fed had four iron handles 
to it, and required three persons to lift it 
and set it before us. Afterwards, a great 
earthen pan of grease was lighted as a lamp 
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for the company, and Ibn Fays himself, 
and his brother, sung a sort of slow plain- 
tive ballad to an instrument with one 
string, the purport of which was the tragic 
account of a battle against a neighbouring 
tribe, in which their own father perished. 

The territory of Heshbon* was occupied 
by the Benysackr, as well as Medaba*, and 
here Ibn Fays renewed his old attempts 
at extortion with all the other travellers,, 
making an exception in Mr. Bankes’s fa- 
vour, whom he treated with some consi- 
deration, and allowed him to ramble in the 
ruins, which, however, are of no great 
interest. Disappointment was felt also in 
those of Oomarasass, of which we had 
heard much ; an armed Arab there stole 

• Meduba and Heshbon retain tlieir old Scripture 
names. 

VoL. II, T 



S74 LIFE AND ADVENTURES [Ch. V. 

upon my master unawares as he was 
mounting, and, after cutting at him with 
his sword two or three times, contrived to 
snatch away his abba (cloak) from off the 
hinder part of his horse, and to run off 
with it. I was found fault with for not 
having fired at him, but had I killed him 
it might have been a very serious matter. 
Between Heshbon and Assalt stands 
Arrag el Emir (the Prince’s ruin) the most 
remarkable object that we saw since Patra, 
and the very first sight of which filled my 
master with great delight, he exclaiming 
at once, that it was the principal object of 
his search ; the position is high, but there 
is a still higher ridge of rock standing 
round it ; it is built of vast blocks of hewn 
stone, and had the figures of immense four- 
footed animals carved all round the top, 
like a frieze 5 and in the face of the live rock 
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all along are doorways opening into great 
chambers, and into ranges of stabling for 
horses and camels, with all the cribs and 
mangers cut out of the solid. There is 
also one single line inscribed in large He- 
brew characters*. 

Assalt is rather a considerable town, 
with an old Saracen castle like Shobeck 
and Karack, the inhabitants half Christian 
and half Mahomedan. 

We visited from thence the great ruins 
at Amman-|-, which stand upon a fine clear 
stream of water ; there is a noble theatre 
there, and another smaller close by it. 

Before we reached the river Zarka, old 

* This is unquestionably the palace, built beyond Jor- 
dan, by Hircanus, prince of the Jews, that is particu- 
larly described by Josephus. 

f Capital of the Ammonites, subsequently called 
Philadelphia. 
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Yusuff took a very fatherly leave of us, 
and returned for Karack, we still going 
forwards till we paid yet another visit to 
the columns and temples of Dj crash, from 
whence, turning down by a village called 
Rajib, we came to the ford upon the Jor- 
dan opposite to Bisan, and crossed it, re- 
visiting that theatre there, which (though 
apparently so ruinous) Mr, Bankes seemed, 
from something in its construction, always 
to prefer to all others that he met with*. 
The immediate neighbourhood must have 
been the scene of some foul transaction, for 
a number of human bodies had been hud- 
dled into one of its arched passages, and 

♦ It is, perhaps, the most interesting of any that is 
extant, from distinctly exhibiting the position of the 
sounding-vases, as described by Vitruvius, which he 
himself admits to have been no where to be seen in 
Italy, and the very existence of which has been called 
into question by some of the later translators and jUui- 
trators of his work. 
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\ve had seen a like ghastly depository at 
Heshbon. 

The journey beyond Jordan and the 
Dead Sea had occupied just six weeks, in 
which a good deal was suffered in privation 
and disgust with respect to food, and much 
more from the vermin, which swarm both 
in tents and houses, and which it is impos- 
sible to be free from. However, the point 
had been accomplished, and by Tiberias 
and Nazereth we returned to the coast at 
Acre, where Mr. Legh and the captains 
left us for Constantinople. 

Mr. Bankes took his rest and recreation 
for some days, in short walks or rides about 
Mount Carmel, and afterwards wishing to 
make some further researches in Galilee, 
turned back again once more to the head 
pf the lake of Tiberias, where at the upper 
end. of a rocky valley stands the town 
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of Safet, on a high conical hill. Some 
remains of the crusaders were found there, 
and a few miles beyond it, in a retired spot, 
are some obscure ruins, called Kerahzy*, 
which, as it happened, became the limit 
of our journey, for, without any previous 
symptoms that we perceived, Mr. Bankes’s 
horse had gone suddenly blind in the 
course of that day, which quite unfitting 
him for scrambling in a broken country, 
we hastened once more to Acre, and, find- 
ing no vessel there bound for Egypt, im- 
mediately embarked for J afFa. 

It was now the fruit season, and the 
gardens of Jaffa bring almost every sort to 
perfection, so that Mr. Bankes, who passed 
his first afternoons in them, could not 
abstain, especially from the water-melons 

♦ I conjecture this to have been Chorazin, denounced 
In tlie Goi^l. Matt. xi. 



Ch. V.] 


OF GIOVANNI FINATI. 


279 


and the mulberries, the consequence of 
which was that he brought on a violent 
fever, and was soon in great danger, and 
often delirious. 

No good advice was upon the spot, and 
the symptoms alarmed me so much, that 
the fourth or fifth day I set off with all 
possible speed for Jerusalem, and brought 
back with me, on another horse, during 
the night, the medical brother of the Latin 
convent, a Spaniard of some skill, who 
repaid by his promptitude and attentions 
the obligations of his fraternity to the 
English ; for to their interference it was 
ascribed that the obnoxious governor had 
just now been deposed. The disorder, 
however, though abating, still continued 
during four or five weeks, and reduced the 
patient to a state of the utmost debility. 

Meantime, Abou Nabbout the governor 
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of JafFa*^ who was his friend, sent frequent 
messages of inquiry to the Consul’s, and 
even suspended the firing of the gun that 
was customary in the fortress, since it was 
so near as to prove a disturbance. When 
at last a change of air, and particularly of 
water, was talked of, he offered his tents at 
any spot that should be chosen, but the 
convent of Ramah was preferred, (for which 
it seems Mr. Rankes had his secret reasons,) 
and all that was accepted was a horse-litter, 
in which he passed, covered up, out of the 
gate, the doctor having been sent forward 
«!ome hours before. 

* His real name was Mahomet Bey, but from his 
measures of severity towards the lower orders he went 
umversally by the name of Abou Nabbout, or father of 
stick. Though no pasha, his power in Syria was supe- 
rior to some of those invested with that honour ; he was, 
however, banished by the Porte, in 1819, and took re- 
fuge for a time in Egypt, which Mengin mentions, vol. 
ikp. 149. 
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I suspected a little, but was not apprized 
of the motive of these arrangements, Mr. 
Bankes not liking at all to be questioned, 
and still less when long illness had rendered 
his temper irritable. 

Some days previous to this departure 
for Ramah, emaciated and reduced as he 
was, he sat up in his bed, and after com- 
mendiqg my care of him, asked if a hand- 
some new Albanian dress could be boueht 

O 

in the bazar; I replied that it could, and 
as I always wore one, naturally conceived 
that it was intended for myself, so I brought 
one, and when asked if I had tried it on, 
replied that it fitted me, upon which I 
was ordered to change it, and look out 
for one that would suit a taller person, of 
my master’s own height. I did so, and 
nothing more was said concerning it, but 
it was carried with us to Ramah, where, 
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within a day or two I remarked that he 
became very anxious to dispense with the 
doctor’s presence, and to send him back to 
Jerusalem, a hint which the good man was 
at first very unwilling to take ; but his 
patient, who was now well, did indeed 
recover strength surprisingly, and so, after 
many injunctions of rest and quiet, was 
left alone, as he desired to be, one single 
monk only remaining in the charge of the 
convent. No sooner was he thus freed 
from medical interference, than Mr. Bankes 
ordered that two hired mules should be got 
ready for Jerusalem about nightfall, spe- 
cifying that he would not have a Christian 
conductor for them, but a Turk. 

After supper he shaved off all his beard, 
retaining only the hair upon the upper lip, 
and then calling for the Albanian suit, put 
it all on, with pistols in his belt, and a 
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scarlet cap upon his head. It was the first 
and only time that I ever saw him in that 
garb, and from the alteration which illness 
had made in him, added to the loss of a 
bushy beard over and above, I feel confident 
that I should not have recognized him any- 
where. Without direct inquiry on my part, 
or explanation upon his, we took the road to 
Jerusalem ; the new governor was expected 
there from day to day, so that nothing 
could be more natural than that two sol- 
diers should be on their way with the in- 
tention of enlisting in his service; a pretext 
of which I availed myself when, very late 
in the night, we reached the valley of 
Abougosh, where there is a military guard 
stationed at all times to receive toll from 
the Christians. Some of this detachment 
were themselves Albanians, who, running 
out, and shouting to us to stop, insisted on 
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my taking coffee with them, which I con- 
sented to, while Mr. Bankes bound up his 
face in a handkerchief and rode on^ charg- 
ing me to represent that he was suffering 
from a dreadful toothache, which accounted 
for his silence and inattention, and saved 
all investigation. 

' It was just dawn when wc reached the 
western gate of the Holy City, which was 
not yet opened ; so we alighted, and order- 
ing the guide to stay there with the mules 
upon some pretext, went round the walls 
outside, till we came to St. Stephens gate, 
which is tile nearest to the Temple of Solo- 
mon. As we sat waiting there, Mr. Bankes 
disclosed to me that the sight of that for- 
bidden temple was his object, and pressed 
me that I should go in with him, using as 
an argument, that since there was no chance 
at all that the keepers of the mosque would 
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understand Albanian, and no necessity that 
an Albanian should speak either Turkish 
or Arabic (at least with any tolerable 
accent), the risk of detection, especially 
when a change in the government filled the 
city with strangers, must be very small, the 
soldiery, with whom alone it might be dan- 
gerous to be confronted, being but little 
frequenters of mosques, and at worst the 
device of the toothache might be resorted to. 

The penalty of the unauthorized entry 
of that mosque by a Christian, is death, 
and the same to the Mussulman who shall 
connive at it. 

All night I had felt a strong misgiving 
that the journey was tending to this point, 
and had performed it with very mixed 
feelings, and a heavy heart; nay, I doubt 
whether if the case had been fairly put to 
me earlier, I should have gone forward al 
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all, but this at least I can say more posi- 
tively, that for no other human being in 
the world would I have done it. For let 
it not be set down to vanity or detraction, 
when I say, that though the scheme was 
Mr. Bankes’s own, still, when I have heard 
his courage extolled for it, I have always 
felt that I deserved a share at least equal, 
since, without an equal temptation, (having 
before entered the temple with other Ma~ 
hommeditis, and being myself free to do 
so when I pleased,) I yet ran, in fact, a far 
greater risk of life than he did, whom, as a 
British subject, and a man of substance, 
they might have threatened, and extorted 
from, but could hardly have dared to go 
much further, so that I should have been 
made the example, who was amenable to 
their laws, and conversant in their religion 
and customs. 
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Fortunately there was no time for dis- 
cussion or wavering, and if not done at 
once, the feat could not be done at all, 
St. Stephen’s gate opened, my master went 
in, and I followed, after which I walked 
side by side with him into the great area 
of the temple, a noble square, with cypress 
trees here and there, and a great octagonal 
platform on steps in the centre, on which 
stands the edifice itself, the work of the 
Kaliph Omar. It is covered by a dome, 
and incrusted on all sides with porcelain 
glazed and coloured, fitted together into 
tlie most ingenious and beautiful pat- 
terns. On four corresponding sides of it 
are four brazen doors. 

We had admired this noble exterior 
together in silence for some time, when we 
saw a person wearing a green turban who 
had the key, and who, as he [unlocked one 
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jcf the doors, asked if we wished to have 
the interior shown to us for devotion. 

I stepped forwards, and, assenting to 
this, engaged him in conversation (in 
Arabic) that he might not remark on my 
companion’s silence, nor ask him any ques- 
tions. As Ave entered, however, seeing 
him disposed to satisfy his curiosity in that 
way, I boldly ventured to warn him that 
to a man fresh, as my comrade was, from 
Scutari, no language but Arnaout could 
serve, which checked him so effectually, 
that he took scarce any further notice of 
him from that time, and I found that I 
had not hazarded at all too much. 

Eight ^ solid pillars correspond to the 


• All Bey, in his second volume, gives a detailed de- 
scription of this building (called El Sahhara), as well as 
of the whole inclosure containing it (called El Haram), 
vrith plans and sections, which are certainly very accu- 



Ch. V.] OF GIOVANNI FINATI. 


289 


eight internal angles of the temple, and 
serve, with sixteen marble columns dis- 
posed between them, to support the dome, 
and to inclose a space within them, where 
a huge mass of rock stands up from the 
marble pavement, quite rough, and is com- 
monly said to hang in the air unsupported*, 
but rests, in fact, partly on two or three 
very small pillars placed under it, and is 
partly also still attached to the ground. 
We were shown also in the pavement itself 
what are called the gates of Hell and of 
Paradise and the place where the skull of 


rate as to tlie general disposition and principal points, 
though not entirely so in the lesser details. 

* I much question whether the common, but ex- 
ploded tale about the tomb of Mahomet may not have 
arisen from a confusion with the spot and superstition 
here described, for no such opinion seems to prevail with 
the Mahometans at Medina. 

f Ali Bey speaks of this in his description. 

VoL. II. U 
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Adam was found, and where Cain killed 
Abel ; while the great rude rock in the 
midst passes by tradition for that on 
which the angel sat who stopped the plague 
in the days of King David At every one 
of these several sacred spots we both knelt, 
and oflPered a few paras. When all had 
been seen and examined, nothing would sa- 
tisfy Mr. Bankes, but that he must have 
the customary certificate of his pilgrimage ; 
we were, therefore, shown by our verger 
to the foot of a little narrow staircase near 
the door, and he following in no further, 
Mr. Bankes thought it a good precaution 
to bind up his face again as he ascended ; 
and it is perhaps well that he did, for in a 
little room over the porch we found four 
Ulemas squatted in a row, who motioned to 


♦ All Bey gives a different legend for the rock. 
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us that we should sit down, and then served 
us with coffee, which my comrade with the 
bandaged face touched only with his lips, 
I speaking for him, and describing his suf- 
ferings. A long Arabic writing was then 
drawn up for each of us, with an enumera- 
tion of the holy stations that we had just 
visited, and was signed and sealed in due 
form. 

On the delivery of the instrument there 
was an unforeseen risk of detection, for it is 
customary to place it out of respect on the 
crown of the head. Mr. Bankes’s hair 
was fullgrown under his cap, which, had 
that been lifted off, must at once have be- 
trayed him, so, representing the inconveni- 
ence of disturbing the bandage, I placed 
both the certificates respectfully side by 
side on my own shaven scalp. 

U2 
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My heart bounded within me when we 
got clear out of the sacred octagon, and the 
more, since many of the town were now 
coming into it to pay their devotions. 

My companion, however, persisted still 
in lingering within the great inclosure, and 
before he quitted it, visited also the mosque 
of the Purification^ (then under repair), 
formerly a church built by the Frank kings, 
which Mrs. Belzoni seemed to have con- 
founded with the Temple of Solomon itself, 
though it only opens to the square. 

The tomb of David, on Mount Sion, is 
also prohibited ground ; and without this 
the exploit was considered to be incom- 
plete ; it became, therefore, our next pointy 

* Called Aksa. Ali Bey gives a full description of it, 
vol. ii. p. 216, and sections, PI. Ixxi, Ixxii. which 1 do 
not think are correct in the details of the architecture. 
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and we entered there and offered our paras. 
But Mr. Bankes, thinking soon after that 
he had not observed something with suf- 
ficient accuracy, had the imprudence to 
return with me, much against my wishes, 
a second time. 

In the mean while the muleteer, whom 
we had left outside, had strayed in quest 
of us to that very spot, and had said enough 
to the keeper of the place to excite his sus- 
picions and rouse his fanaticism, so that we 
found all discovered, and ourselves in im- 
minent danger. 

It was lucky that we were without 
the walls and well armed, and the con- 
course not yet collected in sufficient num- 
bers to lay hands on us. We got instantly 
on the mules, and, in spite of all remon- 
strances of our conductor, rode to the desert 
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of St. John, where we lay that night in the 
handsome convent there, feeing the mule- 
teer, and concealing from the solitary monk 
there what had happened. 

A long ride next day brought us back 
first to Ramah, and before night to Jaffa, 
where our adventure was known to the 
Turks, all over the town next day, and it 
was not thought safe for either of us to 
appear in the streets. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Voyage to Egypt — El Arish — Cyprus — Damietta — 
Cairo — Thebes — Mummies — Obelisk — The Author’s 
marriage — Opening of the Temple at Sebouah — Ano- 
ther excavation at Aboiisombal — Journey above the 
Second Cataract — Ababdes — Crossing of the Nile — 
Island of Say — Return — Mr. Bankes embarks for 
Europe — Sir F. Henniker — Oasis — ascends the Pyra- 
mid — Mr. Rennie— Accident — Sickness — The Author 
again with Mr. Salt. 

It had become very necessary to fly the 
country as soon as possible, and a vessel 
was accordingly hired expressly for Daini- 
etta, with the condition of touching at El 
Arish, and there taking on board the 
Egyptian stone by the way. 

Mr. Bankes’s health and spirits were still 
occasionally weak from the effects of his 
illness^ otherwise, I think that, after sue- 
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ceediDg in enterprises much more arduous, 
he would hardly have abandoned this ; the 
difficulties, however, attending it were un- 
questionably considerable, for the weight of 
the stone proved to be greater than had 
been calculated ; and although, upon sight 
of the Pasha of Egypt’s permission, no 
direct objection was raised by the Sheik to 
the taking of it, yet he appeared little dis- 
posed to forward or assist the operation, 
and represented (what was true enough) 
that the whole distance of transport to the 
diore was through a very deep and loose 
sand* 

Measures, however, were actually taken 
for overcoming this impediment ; but there 
was one much more serious, which it was 
not so easy to remedy, for, from the shal- 
low and shelving nature of all that coast. 
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our vessel could not lie safely within two or 
three miles of it ; and the only boat be- 
longing to her was so small as to be pro- 
nounced, by the captain, upon sight of the 
stone, incapable of conveying it alongside. 
All the physical strength of a man is re- 
quired for surmounting obstacles and de- 
vising expedients, and, above all, for 
bearing with the annoyance of noisy and 
obstinate altercations: our invalid was quite 
unequal to this, and finding that the in- 
different water of El Arish disagreed with 
him, and longing (as all do who have ever 
tasted it) for that of the Nile, he left his 
4esign unaccomplished, and ordered the 
pilot to make a straight course to Dami- 
etta. 

This was persevered in for two days, 
and we had got almost into sight of that 
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mouth of the river, when there rose a 
strong contrary wind, which drove us to 
Cyprus, and detained us there two days in 
the port of Limasol. 

That island was new to me, but was not 
so to Mr. Bankes. He seemed well amused, 
however, with revisiting the great sculp- 
tured vases that lie among the ruins of old 
Limasol on a hill not far from the town, 
and wilh a renewal of acquaintance with 
the Greek Archbishop residing at Baffo 
(Paphos). 

A change of wind carried us safe to 
Egypt, to the place of our destination. 
We saw there the hide of a hippopota- 
mus that had been killed in the immediate 

♦ Ali Bey, vol. i. p. 300, calls the ruins those of 
^ Amathonte,’ and places them a league east of Limasol : 
he describes the vases. 
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neighbourhood but a few days before, an 
event almost unexampled in the memory of 
man, below the cataract, for in all the 
lower parts of the river they are seldom 
seen or heard of. 

I found myself once more under the 
hospitable roof of Soroor, the native Vice- 
Consul for the English, and our head 
quarters continued there, during two short 
excursions made from this branch, (which 
is in itself far inferior in beauty to that of 
Rosetta,) the first by Mansourah to the 
lake Menzaleh, and the other by Matarieh 
to San, where the fragments are lying of 
six great granite obelisks, and a very colos- 
sal sphinx of the same material *. 

We sufiered dreadfully here frcMn a 

♦ Mentioned by Mr. Hamilton, and the same, I be- 
lieve, that has been since removed to Paris. 
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large sort of mosquito, which attacked us 
from the very instant that the sun was 
down, and tormented us to a degree that 
I jiave never experienced elsewhere in my 
life. There was very little to repay our 
trouble and suffering, so we were glad to 
quit these minor canals and return to the 
Nile ; upon which, the great granite ruin 
at Baybait was the only object of interest 
that arrested us, in our way to Cairo, 
Here Mr. Salt welcomed and entertained 
his guest, who had perhaps in the end no 
reason to look u}X)n a strong return of 
ophthalmia as any misfortune, since it 
obliged him to take that rest which was 
vei’y necessary for recruiting his strength. 

We remained stationary so long as the 
disorder continued, and indeed a more 
than usual degree of preparation and pro- 
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vision had become necessary, since Mr. 
Salt himself pi-oposed to bear part in the 
voyage upwards, and a Prussian baron, 
said to be an eminent naturalist, had ar- 
rived in the mean time, and was anxious 
to be admitted of the company. 

A large canjia with fourteen oars wits 
engaged by the month for Mr. Bankes ; a 
more roomy, but less manageable vessel, 
called a mash, for Mr. Salt ; an inferior 
sort of boat for the baron, and a fourth 
for riding-asses, milch goats, sheep, fowls, 
and such conveniences as a journey made 
quite at leisure might admit of, and so 
large a number would require; for Mr. 
Bankes increased his suite very much 
during this last voyage, having engaged 
Dr. Ricci, a native of Sienna, both as phy- 
sician and draughtsman, (who bad been 
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employed a long while in copying hiero- 
glyphics for Belzoni, in the tomb of which 
he was preparing the model,) and a young 
French midshipman, Monsieur Linant, 
who had offered himself also as assistant 
draughtsman and to take observations, be- 
sides some inferior attendants. 

Before we had set out, the long expected 
news of the surrender of Dareia was an- 
nounced by guns from the citadel, and 
celebrated by a show of fire- works on the 
river ; but the arrival of the captive chief 
of the Wahabees was too long delayed to 
be witnessed by the travellers. 

The progress up the Nile was very slow, 
for every quarry and every tomb in the 
ridge of the Mokattam was examined and 
explored. This led to some discoveries, 
and especially to that of the curious picture 
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which represents the removal of a colossus 
as large as those at Thebes, upon a sledge 
drawn by a multitude of men, and of a 
bas-relief, in which the same sledge is ap- 
plied to the transport of an immense stone 
from the quarry, and drawn by oxen. 
There is another also of the mason himself 
at work with his mallet and chisel. The 
variety also is infinite of the domestic em- 
ployments and processes of manufacture 
brought to light in the tombs at Benyhas- 
san, by means of the ladders and quantity 
of candles with which we were provided. 

At Thebes there was a very long pause. 
We found the secretary Mr. Beechey esta- 
blished there, residing in the vestibule of 
one of the tombs of the kings, not far from 
that discovered by Belzoni, who was also 
there himself, and was to join us, at Mr. 
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Bankes’s request, so far as Philae, that he 
might superintend the removal of the 
obelisk. Mr. Drovetti, the French ex-t 
consul, was settled in another part of 
Thebes at that time, and made a great 
show of civility, but was thought to have 
taken secretly a very opposite part. 

During our stay in that singular abode, 
I could observe that it was not without 
regret that the antiquaries could inure 
themselves at first to imitate the natives of 
all that district, in applying to common 
purposes the wooden fragments and morsels 
of antiquity that abound (especially the 
mummy cases*) as seats, and tables, and 

Sir F. Heiiniker, speaking of Thebes, says, “ The 
plain is strewed with broken bones, the coffins are used 
for firewood, and the amomum or bitumen offends the 
nose wherever there is a fire. A mummy may be 
bought for five or ten shillings,’* &c. p. 138 . 
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shelves, and even as fuel; it being quite 
impossible either to save or to carry such 
quantities away as are almost daily dragged 
from underground. 

It happened one evening, as I was 
returning with Mr. Bankes homewards, 
behind the Memnonium, that we surprised 
three women very busy in lifting out 
mummies of bulls, from a sort of pit near 
the foot of tlie rock. They seemed little 
leased at being discovered ; but after 
purchasing two of the bulls, we made 
them a small present, and descended by 
the pit into a long low chamber, without 
ornament, and rather rudely excavated, 
which was three parts full of embalmed 
bodies, laid one upon another like a stack ; 
none of them were in cases, but only with 
linen coverings, of which, however, some 
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few were painted over in a coarse trellis 
pattern. The bull-mummies, and a few 
rams intermingled, stood on the top of the 
pile. It is not in the more splendid sort 
of mummies that the papyrus-rolls are 
most commonly found ; and it was this 
circumstance that induced Mr. Bankes to 
make an immediate search, of which the 
result was so far remarkable that a papyrus- 
sheet was found on the breast of the very 
first body that was opened by him, and 
although we occupied ourselves afterwards 
for hours with the remainder, we could 
never discover a second ; yet the corpse on 
which it was found had been drawn out 
from the heap quite at hazard, and proved 
to be a fema e, in which case these writings 
so much sought for are rarely met with. 
The feet in this instance were beautifully 
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preserved, and the toe-nails gilt with leaf- 
gold. 

Not only Mr. Belzoni^ but Mr. Beechey 
also, was added to our numbers upon re- 
embarking for Assouan, and Mr. Bankes, 
in his canjla, was towed from thence up the 
Cataract to Philoe, where he fixed again 
for some time, employing many hands in 
clearing the ground, both within and with- 
out the ruins, and in destroying the great 
masses of crude brick-work which had 
been built up against them. The laying- 
open of the pavement in one of the cham- 
bers of the principal temple discovered 
the secret entrance to some others, that 
were quite unknown before, but they are 
without ornament, and nothing was found 
in them. The removal was commenced 
also both of the granite obelisk and its 
pedestal. X 2 
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Finding that we were not likely to go 
forwards for some time, and having a 
strong inclination to marry the daughter 
of a Berberin of some substance, settled 
in Assouan, I obtained the permission of 
Mr. Bankes, and, after having my curi- 
osity and surprise a good deal excited, by 
some preliminary steps which are indis- 
pensable on such occasions in that country, 
but which it would not become me more 
plainly to allude to, I passed three or four 
weeks with my Nubian bride. 

Meanwhile the obelisk had been brought 
on rollers to the water’s edge, and a boat 
below to receive it ; all hands were at work, 
and five minutes more would have sufficed 
to set it afloat ; when all at once the tem- 
jpbrary pier built for it gave way under the 
pressure, and the monument plunged end- 
long into the river almost out of sight. 
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Mr. Bankes said little, but was evidently 
disgusted by the accident, and set sail 
within a day or two afterwards, leaving me 
to witness Mr. Belzoni's further operations 
respecting it. These were certainly con- 
ducted with great skill, though not quite 
without injury, and the scene of its actual 
descent down the cataract (the passage 
being at that time narrower, and the fall 
more considerable, from the decrease of the 
Nile) was very striking, the great boat 
wheeling and swinging round, and half 
filling with water, while naked figures were 
crow ding upon all the rocks, or wading or 
swimming between them, some shouting, 
and some pulling at the guide ropes, and 
the boat-owner throwing himself on the 
ground, scattering dust upon his bead, and 
hiding his face. 
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The danger, if any, was but for a few 
seconds, the equilibrium was recovered, and 
the mass glided smoothly and majestically 
onwards with the stream. 

I was the bearer, with all speed, of the 
joyful tidings to my master, whom I found 
at Kalapshe, but was sent down imme- 
diately afterwards to the banker, at Esn^, 
for money to meet all these expenses, and 
the voyage was still pursued so leisurely, 
and the researches with so much care, that 
I found the party advanced but very little 
higher when I again rejoined them. 

I haA^e mentioned, that at Sebouah the 
body of the temple had almost disappeared 
in the sand, and that no entrance remained 
visible ; the clearing of this was diligently 
undertaken and accomplished on the third 
or fourth day. 
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The usual Egyptian paintings were 
found in the interior, very well preserved, 
but the original sanctuary had served at 
some more recent period for a Christian 
chapel, for the name in Greek, and figure 
as large as life of St. Peter, were painted on 
the end- wall, and upon the square altar in 
front of this stood a row of little saucer- 
like lamps of clay, still ranged in their 
places, and with the ashes and remains of 
the wick still in them ; the chalice of fine 
red earthenware was on the ground very 
little broken; in an inner chamber were 
some rotten boards and a mat thrown over 
them, perhaps the bed of the hermit or 
officiating priest, and in the floor of the 
same was a deep pit, the use of which was 
unascertainable, since, upon being cleared 
out, it led to no discovery. There were 
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very neat writings upon the walls with a 
pen, which seemed to be in Greek letters. 

A much greater labour was achieved at 
Abousombal, which was no less than the 
uncovering of one of the four colossal 
sitting figures down to the very feet ; for in 
that great excavation in which I had myself 
borne part with Belzoni and the captains, 
we had never laid any quite open even to 
the waist, tlie doorway in the centre being 
then, our sole aim and object. For this 
new purpose, therefore, the number of 
men constantly employed was very great, 
and almost three weeks were devoted to it. 
When the work was finished, the effect 
was extremely striking, from the complete 
state of preservation in which every part 
of this enormous statue was found ; and 
att^pdant figures, also larger than Jifci 
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were brought into view, one between the 
feet, and one at each extremity of the 
chair. 

A few letters scratched on the surface of 
the legs had excited Mr. Bankes’s curiosity 
so much from the antiquity which he was 
disposed to ascribe to their form, that^ 
judging it likely that those legs which were 
nearer to the door would be likely to fur- 
nish fuller examples, he undertook to pur- 
sue the Inquiry further ; but for this pur- 
pose it was necessary so far to undo what 
had been done, that the sand was rolled 
down again on much of that lower half 
which had been uncovered, in order to lay 
bare what was wanting of the adjoining 
colossus, since we were too far removed 
firm the Nile to get rid of the mass alto- 
gether, without a much greater expendi- 
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ture of time and labour. Within three or 
four days accordingly a large and long 
inscription * first began to make its appear- 
ance, and to show itself above the surface 
by degrees, yet it lay so deep and the posi- 
tion was so aukward for opening it, that it 
was a work both of difficulty and time and 
contrivance to obtain the last line, which 
was only at length brought about by con- 
solidating the sand with immense quanti- 
ties of water poured upon it. The dis- 
covery, however, which seemed to delight 
all concerned in it, was considered to be 
an ample recompense for the toil. So soon 
as that had been copied, it became its turn 
to be covered again, part of the sand run- 


♦ Tlie inscription relates to the King Psammeticus, 
and is certainly among the very earliest extant in the 
Greek language. 
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ning in directly upon becoming dry, and 
part being rolled down upon it in clearing 
the fourth colossal head, (which had never 
before emerged at all above the surface,) 
for the sake of making a general drawing 
of the whole: and the exterior was thus 
left greatly disencumbered for travellers 
who might come after, the level of the 
drift having been lowered many feet 
throughout its whole extent, where it en- 
croaches upon the temple. As for the 
interior, that, during all the time of our 
stay, was lighted every day, and almost all 
day long, with from twenty to fifty small 
wax candles, fixed upon clusters of palm 
branches, which were attached to long 
upright poles, and, spreading like the arms 
of a chandelier, more than half way to the 
ceiling, enabled Mr. Bankes, and the other 
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(iraughtsmen, to copy all the paintings in 
detail, as they stood, almost naked, upon 
their ladders. 

While the party was so busied both 
M^ithin and without, it happened that the 
Defterdar Bey, son-in-law of Mahomet 
Ali, and governor of the upper country, 
came up to investigate on the spot how 
far the second cataract was practicable for 
boats, preparatory to the expedition against 
Dongola and Sennaar, then secretly in con- 
templation, He stopped in passing, not 
only to pay his compliments, but even con- 
descended to creep into the temple, where 
he was astonished to find so much light 
burning, and so many hands employed in 
such an atmosphere, for purposes which he 
could not comprehend, and which it was in 
vain to endeavour to explain to him, for he 
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always returned to the question of “ What 
treasure have they found ?” 

Tlie next great clearance of sand was 
still on the same bank of the river, in the 
district of Wady Haifa. The appearances 
seemed to me to promise very little, since 
all that was above the surface was scarce 
worth notice : many chambers however were 
brought to light that had never been seen 
before, some of brick, and some of stone, 
with columns here and there, and remains 
of painting throughout ; in several of these, 
semicircular headed tablets, inscribed with 
hieroglyphics, were standing up against the 
walls, like tombstones. By searching still 
deeper, perhaps catacombs and mummy 
pits might be found there. 

This undertaking at Wady Haifa had 
chiefly been resorted to as a pastime, 
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during a tedious negociation which was 
carrying on to induce the Kashief, now 
resident at that place, (as being more out 
of the Pasha’s reach,) to furnish camels 
and an escort for Mr. Bankes and some 
of his companions, so far as Dongola^ a 
journey which had long been determined 
upon. 

But neither presents (which, however, 
were accepted) nor persuasion could pre- 
vail with him to make himself or his own 
people at all responsible ; and the utmost 
that could be obtained from him at last, 
was a letter of recommendation to his son, 
and his good word to some Arabs of the 
Ababde tribe, that they should mount and 
conduct us as far as we pleased, at a daily 
rate of payment, our own jTersonal risks 
resting mainly upon ourselves, but they 
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engaging upon their parts^ also, to do their 
utmost to prevent them, and protect us. 

The Ababdes are almost black in colour, 
but have not the negro features ; they are 
profuse in the use of butter, oil, and fat, 
upon their bodies, and dress out in the 
same substances their long stiff hair into 
the shape of the most formal wigs, retain- 
ing always a wooden skewer or two stick- 
ing in it for the indulgence of scratching. 
Excepting about the loins, they wear for 
the most part no clothing, unless it be 
sometimes a coarse cloak ; and the chief 
who accompanied us had a long blue shirt, 
by way of distinction. The little dagger- 
knife is buckled in its sheath on the left 
arm as with the Nubians, and they carry 
shields made of the hide of hippopotamus 
or giraffe, or crocodile, and one or more 
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spears ; sometimes, also, a broad flat sword 
hangs upon the back betwixt the shoulders. 
They are considered rather a fierce race, 
and will greedily eat the liver and entrails 
of the sheep raw, of which we were eye- 
witnesses more than once in this expedition, 
when they begged those parts of us as a 
perquisite. 

Mr. Salt took his leave and went down- 
wards, carrying M. Linant with him as 
his companion, but all the rest got them- 
selves ready for Dongola, and were bent 
even upon penetrating to Meroe. Their 
number was augmented by two additional 
persons quite at last, who were a Mr. Hyde 
(an English gentleman not previously 
known to Mr. Bankes) and his Greek 
servant. Ten strong camels were pro- 
vided, and five or six of the Ababdes fol- 
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lowing on foot, whose shields were hung 
upon the sides of our saddles, and the 
Slieik of Wady Alpha attended the caval- 
cade, as a sort of volunteer, upon his 
ass. Our rate of going, it will easily be 
imagined, was very slow. 

The extent of the second cataract is far 
more considerable than that of the first, so 
that we did not see the Nile with a free 
open course again during the three or four 
first days, but a perpetual succession of 
rocks, and islands, and rapids. 

It was our habit to sleep in the open 
air as fatigue or night came upon us, for 
the villages (if they deserve the name) 
are poor and miserable, and the tract of 
cultivation hardly any where a hundred 
yards wide. One should think that it 
must have been a better country formerly^ 

Y 
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for we saw many Christian churches, 
larger and smaller, built of brick, and 
found one very extensive and remarkable 
fortress of the same material, (with wood 
introduced, and remaining here and there 
as a bonding,) called Murgheezy, with a 
few fragments with hieroglyphics on them 
lying within it. But Semneh, the first point 
which we reached beyond the southern 
extremity of the Cataract, is a much 
finer example of an ancient fortified post. 
There is nothing at all like it in Egypt. 
The fortress itself is square, and of brick, 
resting upon stone foundations, but on the 
three land- sides (for the fourth is preci- 
pitous to the river) there is a broad dry 
trench carried all round, faced on both 
sides with granite, and beyond it a great 
slanted rampart of the same to the exte- 
rior. Upon the granite cliff towards the 
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Nile, a low and narrow covered way de- 
scends, which secured a safe access to the 
water. Within, upon the summit, is a 
very small temple, in the Egyptian man- 
ner, profusely and delicately sculptured, 
and a mutilated statue or two, and some 
finely wrought and polished tablets. 

An ancient strong hold of similar con- 
struction stands directly opposite, across 
the Nile, which is very narrow at this 
point, and interrupted by a chain of rocks, 
which seem as if they might almost fur- 
nish footing for a bridge. 

The country over which we rode is 
desert and dismal, but yet the eye is re- 
lieved sometimes by those dark-coloured 
conical mountains, which imitate Pyramids 
so perfectly in the distance, as not to be 
distinguishable from them, and which 
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abound in Nubia, and still more in all this 
upper country, and sometimes yet more 
agreeably by islands of beautiful form 
and character rising from the river itself, 
which, perhaps, throughout its whole 
course, does not present so line a romantic 
landscape as that which opens in the de- 
scent from Dohly, where the rocky island 
of Shatter-endiffy starts up like a cone in 
tlie centre, with some tufted wood on its 
base, and morsels of ruin upon its summit. 

We met two moderate-sized caravans 
from Dongola, bringing slaves and gum, 
of which the second was escorted by two 
mamelukes, with some rags of old finery 
still hanging about them : had any cara- 
van overtaken us, or had we heard of any 
going upwards, we should have joined it. 

On passing the confines of the district 
of Succote, our Ababdes took down their 
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shields and exhibited a sham fight to us, 
■which they said was a custom on such 
occasions, and exacted a small present. 
But, on the ninth morning of our march, 
■when we came opposite to Mograkki, they 
proposed a halt, to pasture their camels ; 
and while we were all either reposing or 
bathing, they one by one quietly stole 
away from us, and leaping all at once on 
the backs of their animals, left us, without 
any previous dispute or a single word said 
upon the subject. , Naked as I was, (for 
I was amongst the bathers,) I pursued 
them with my gun as long as iny legs 
could carry me, and in my rage fired 
more than once at them as they trotted 
along. 

Our dismay was great, for we were at 
least a hundred and fifty miles above the 
cataract, not one amongst us remaining 
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who could speak the language, and not a 
single hut in sight upon our bank of the 
river^ with the incumbrance, moreover, of 
considerable baggage. Fortunately a small 
inhabited island was opposite ; and since it 
became very necessary, under the circum- 
stances, to cross over, we made signals the 
next morning to that effect, and were un- 
derstood by the natives, one or two of 
whom also could communicate with us, as 
speaking Arabic. After exacting a cotton 
shawl from us in payment, they tied four 
trunks of the doum-tree together with 
cords, as a raft ; blowing up our water- 
skins with air, and attaching them to its 
sides, sometimes one and sometimes two of 
us were placed upon it, with a portion of 
the baggage, and two of the natives, ap- 
plying their hands to the raft, swam, and 
pushed it forwards by the action of their 
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feet. It was a very interesting sights and 
a considerable crowd of these dark savages 
stood round or swam near to witness it ; 
and since the current, owing to the island, 
is extremely strong, the raft dropped down 
so much in every passage, that between 
each it was necessary to be towed back 
again to a very great distance , so that the 
whole day was consumed in crossing ; and 
though we landed in safety, it was not 
without much wetting — a matter that was 
almost indifferent to all the party, ex- 
cepting Mr. Hyde, whose state of health 
was so extremely weak that it greatly 
added to our difficulties, and sometimes 
we hardly thought that we should have 
kept him alive. 

We were well fed and kindly received 
upon that little island, especially by the 
women ; but there were symptoms, from 
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the first, of a project for extorting, when- 
ever the passage to the eastern bank should 
be proposed. This, therefore, we had for- 
tunately anticipated, and so, drawing the 
raft on shore, guarded it with our fire- 
arms all night, and felt ourselves so much 
the more independent when we found that 
this second channel was not only much nar- 
rower, but much shallower and smoother 
also than the first ; so that, keeping always 
possession of the raft, we were enabled to 
make pretty good terms, and passed over 
easily. 

Here, however, we still were without a 
single animal to transport us I Our best 
hope was in that letter with which we were 
furnished by the Nubian Kashief at Wady 
Haifa to his son, who resided in this upper 
country ; and on landing near the little 
Village of Mograkki, w’e were much com- 
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forted to hear that he was to be found in 
the very next above us, which is called 
Amarra, at the distance of four or five 
miles. We were, however, unable to go 
forward at once, having no means of con- 
veying our effects, or of leaving them in 
safety. I was therefore deputed with the 
letter ; and as we had been led to promise 
ourselves every attention from this young 
prince of the country, I was directed to 
beg of him that he would send and fetch 
the whole party from Mograkki. I found 
him feasting on lamb and butter, with his 
attendants, in a large oblong-square hovel, 
built of reed, among some palm-trees not 
far from his village. Some smaller cabins 
of the same sort stood round, which were 
mostly for the w^omen; and there were a 
few camels, horses, and asses, standing in 
front. His establishment w^as on this spot 
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for the celebration of his wedding, which 
had taken place that day or the day before. 
Whether this or other reasons influenced 
him I cannot tell, but he received me and 
niy message very coldly, and never offered 
the slightest assistance as to conveyance. 

I returned with these ill news, and found 
that in the mean time a native, who had 
formerly been servant in Cairo, had found 
out the travellers and shown them kind- 
ness ; and that they had also become 
friends with a sort of pedlar, who was 
selling for grain small pieces, ready cut 
out, of coarse linen and cotton not more 
than a foot square, and thread, and nails, 
and other wares of like value among these 
barbarous people. 

It was agreed that the pedlar should 
lend his ass, and our other new friend find 
a second for us for hire, as far as Amarra, 
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which might suffice for our load ; and that 
as for ourselves we could all make our way 
on foot. This was sufficiently fatiguing, 
as being all a deep sand ; but none seemed 
to suffer much in the march excepting poor 
Mr. Hyde, who was very feeble. 

In this manner, hot and weary, and 
creeping along like so many beggars, we 
reached the temporary residence of the 
Kashief. In the sight of his people he 
was shamed into some sort of hospitality, 
and there was no stint of provisions during 
the three days that we remained as his 
guests, nor indeed any absolute want of 
personal civility. During the night-time, 
however, we were more disturbed than re- 
galed by very noisy and dissonant music 
from some of the cabins. 

Some spirits were among Mr. Hyde’s 
portion of the baggage, and of this our 
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host partook openly and freely, and witli- 
oiit scruple^ as long as it lasted, which 
sometimes was the means of bringing him 
into great good humour; and Mr. Bankes, 
who still would not abandon his favourite 
object of proceeding much further, did his 
vitmost to avail himself of such happy 
moments in bringing forward both ar- 
guments and large offers in order to ac- 
complish it. 

But the young Prince could never be 
brought to do more than to offer camels 
for our return to Wady Haifa, since even 
the very next islanders were, he said, his 
enemies, and it would be worse than mad- 
ness to trust either us or his animals with 
the mamelukes at Dongola. 

This island at enmity (on account, we 
were told, of a robbery of camels) was Say, 
w'hich lies but a few miles higher up in the 
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river. Mr. Bankes had caught sight of a 
small sail in that direction, (the first seen 
since the Cataract,) and was bent on 
throwing himself on board, and so making 
his way onwards by water, if possible. 
AVith this view, but dissembling his inten- 
tion, he made a great point with the Ka- 
shief that we should be permitted to look 
at least at the island of Say from the bank, 
to which very great objections were raised 5 
but when he found that it had been deter- 
mined to go that far alone, if lie would not 
send any person with us, he thought it 
best to accept a payment that was offered, 
and deputed three of his retinue to attend 
us on horseback, we making our way thi^ 
ther on foot. 

Say is a long island, and has a sort of 
brick castle in ruins on its highest point. 
It was attempted to restrain us from going 
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too near, though a broad reach of the river 
lay between ; yet curiosity, and the hope 
of getting sight of the boat, prevailed and 
we lingered all day along the shore ; but 
in the evening, no boat appearing, nor 
any person of whom we could ask a 
question, we were to obliged to retrace 
our steps in disappointment. 

The Kashief had, I believe, become 
heartily sick of a party, whose motions and 
views were so little intelligible to him ; and 
when, in despair, we acquiesced in the 
project of return, he retracted his promise, 
and refused us his camels. 

Indignant at this, we prepared for im- 
mediate departure. No guide for the re- 
turn was requisite, since the course of the 
river would be suificient to direct us, and 
we lightened our luggage by presenting to 
the kind pedlar and our other friend not 
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only many trifles that had been brought 
for the Kashief, but also all that was not 
absolutely necessary by the way ; so that 
the burthen became no more than what the 
poor pedlar’s ass could carry, which, since 
we could get no other, he cheerfully agreed 
to lend us, on condition that we should 
leave it for him at Wady Haifa with the 
cider Kashief. 

But when all the rest were prepared to 
start, it was found, and Dr. Ricci pro- 
nounced it, quite impossible, that Mr. Hyde 
could have strength to walk the journey ; 
therefore, with considerable delay and dif- 
ficulty a single hired camel was found for 
him, which served also to furnish now and 
then an occasional ride to one or other of 
our number, perched up behind. 

In this manner did we undertake that 
journey, and never was there one perhaps 
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performed more cheerfully and more mer- 
rily ihrougliout ; for the country is too 
thinly peopled, and we were ourselves too 
strong to feel any apprehensions ; and 
though so long a march, through sand for 
the most part, was very toilsome, yet our 
little shifts and adventures served to be- 
guile the way, for necessity drove us to 
lead a sort of banditti life, in availing our- 
selves of all chances to get mounted for the 
day ; so^hat if any animals which we met 
unladen were refused to us on hire, we 
used to seize them by force, and, making 
the owners follow, endeavour to content 
them at night by a payment or a present. 
One or two who were treated thus were 
induced to continue ; so that by jttle and 
little, as we approached our journey’s end, 
five or six animals had been collected, 
and we had opportunities of riding by turns. 
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We were alreadj’^ within about two days 
of W ady Haifa, when all at once we re- 
cognized the Ababde chief of those who 
had thrown us into all our difficulties, 
coming towards us upon his camel in a 
narrow defile, from which there was no 
escape : he had either thought to pass 
unobserved, or tvas not so quick in the 
recognition as ourselves. 

Such of our number as were then 
mounted sprung from their saddles, those 
on foot forgot all their weariness, and ran 
up, and the unconscious drivers of the 
beasts that we had waylaid stood in stupid 
astonishment to see the great Ababde sur- 
rounded in an instant, and dragged by the 
leg to the ground, where he lay at the 
mercy of all, and was most severely drub- 
bed with whatsoever came first to hand, — 
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even the sick man, Mr. Hyde, sliding off 
from his tall beast, to take his full share in 
this administration of summary justice. 

Some were for seizing the camel and 
forcing the culprit to come back with us ; 
but in that case we feared that he might 
escape from us in the night, and knew that 
his powerful tribe was not far off. It 
seemed best, therefore, to release him with 
his bruises, and let him go his way, which 
he did al^ a very brisk trot, never having 
uttered one single word during all the time, 
and so disappeared from us ; but it did us 
all great good to think that we had had 
our revenge. 

The Defterdar Bey’s visit and inquiries 
at the cataract had probably alarmed the 
old Kashief, for we found him removed 
considerably higher up than Wady Haifa, 
to a temporary building of reeds, of the 
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same nature as that in which we had left 
his son, whose unfriendly conduct to us he 
pretended to reprobate in strong terms, and 
made much of us during our short halt 
with him, feasting us with milk and mut- 
ton, and entertaining us with the loud 
music of kettle-drums. 

From thence we were sent back to our 
boats, all mounted, and with the honour of 
an escort ; and though it was matter of 
regret that the journey should have fallen 
so far short of what had been intended, yet, 
if the actual circumstances of that time 
and the Defterdar’s mission be considered, 
it is perhaps very fortunate that it termi- 
nated as it did ; for it certainly would have 
been a most rash act to have thrown our- 
selves into the hands of the mamelukes, at 
a moment when the invasion of their ter- 
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ritory was obviously in contemplation, and 
began to be publicly talked of ; which, 
indeed, was carried into effect not very 
long afterwards. 

In this long scramble upon the eastern 
bank, we had met with no other ancient 
remains in the Egyptian style, excepting 
eight or nine pillars at Amarra, and a very 
diminutive temple opposite to Semneh, 
within a fortification somewhat similar to 
that which I described there, but smaller. 
There are a great many Christian ruins, 
and, in one or two places, little artificial 
hills of soil thrown up, like barrows. 

The excavations in the district of Wady 
Haifa had been carried on in our absence 
by Antonio da Costa, and more chambers 
and small monuments discovered there. 
Our stay was short, and from thence we 
began to drop down the Nile. 
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It was now for the first time that at 
Maharraka Mr. Bankes intimated his pro- 
ject of removing from thence the great 
granite platform of steps'^, that he might 
apply them as a base to liis obelisk ; the 
execution of which was afterwards confided 
to Monsieur Linant. In this return^ also, 
rather a curious discovery was made. At 
Philae, and in some other places, (as Ka- 
lapshe, and at a temple near Esne,) Mr. 
Bankes observed, that by placing himself 
in a side light, he could trace the indication 
of letters cut in the surface of the stone 
under tlie stucco which induced him to 

This plaiforin consists of four blocks only of red gra* 
nite, and had served, without doubt, as the base to some 
obelisk now destroyed (the same number of steps sup- 
porting the pedestal of those at Alexandria, as I saw 
upon excavation^ The heaviest block weighs nearly 
eleven tons, and was not removed till 1822, nor brought 
to England till 1829, when nineteen horses were re« 
(juired to drag it to its position at Kingston Hall. 

f It will be recollected, that it is the same contrivance 



342 


LIFE AND ADVENTURES [Ch. VI, 


scrape this away, and to bring out the in- 
scriptions, which proved to be Greek ; and 
I remember that, during all our voyage, 
there was a German artist who followed us 
at about a day’s distance all the way, and 
used to make the natives point out to him 
whatever our draughtsmen had copied, and 
so with little trouble got the benefit of all the 
labour and expense that had been bestowed, 
which some of us were so provoked at, that 
we were^^;4^^^^^^ of covering up the wri- 
tings again, or defacing them, but Mr. 
Bankes would never permit it. 

At Thebes, he was successful in de- 
taching the stucco from one of the most 
interesting and best preserved of the lesser 

nrhich the architect Sostratus resorted to upon the Pharos 
at Alexandria, where the humidity of the climate was 
probably instrumental in bringing it so soon to light, and 
so fatally for its author. Some of the inscriptions 
spoken of in the text as thus discovered, were as late as 
the reign of Commodus. 
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tombs, so as to be enabled to send several 
groups to England, and especially a large 
one of musicians, with harps and other 
instruments, as fresh as when first painted*. 
But nothing that he found seemed to give 
him more pleasure, or to excite more inte- 
rest, than the wall of a building which he 
brought to light in digging for several days 
at El Araba Medfoun. He did not at- 
tempt the removal of it, for it is built of 
several stones, but took a complete copy of 
all the sculpture upon itf . 

We rejoined Mr. Salt at Cairo, after an 

♦ This group is mentioned by Belzoni, and is addition- 
ally remarkable for having been painted in the reign of 
one of the earliest sovereigns of that dynasty, whose suc- 
cession is given on the tablet of Abydos — his name and 
effigy being represented several times in the paintings of 
this tomb. 

f This is the tablet of Abydos just above referred to, of 
which I permitted my copy to be published as the fron- 
tispiece to Mr. Salt’s little work on the Phonetic System 
of Hieroglyphics. 
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absence from thence of many months, and 
found in his liouse there, Nathaniel Pearce, 
just arrived from Abyssinia, with his wife 
of that country, Turinga, and a female 
slave. His conversation was so interesting 
to Mr. Bankes, that I think it induced 
liim to remain longer than he would other- 
wise have done. After a time, however, 
he took his leave of me and of the East, 
and sailed from Alexandria in a Greek 
vessel for Trieste. 

To Dr. Ricci it was left in charge to 
make accurate and detailed drawin^js of 
every figure to be found in the grottoes at 
Benyhassan, and all elsewhere that are 
illustrative of the private life and occupa- 
tions of the ancient Egyptians, a task 
which, I know not for what reason, was 
never performed. 

To Monsieur Linant an ample salary 
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was assigned for the purpose of visiting the 
Oasis of Si wall, and there copying all 
hieroglyphics and inscriptions ; with a 
charge also of ascertaining particularly 
whether there is a triple inclosure about 
the ruin^; which journey was performed, 
though not so soon as it might have been, 
and he was to set out immediately after- 
wards upon the search for Meroe, with 
every instruction furnished to him as a 
guide. Of that expedition, since I accom- 
panied him, I shall give an account in my 
next chapter. 

The only commission left with me, was 
to see to the removal of the Greek pedestal 
belonging to the obelisk, from the spot 
where it had been left by Belzoni, to Alex- 

* This triple inclosure proves to be very distinctly 
marked, and puts it past a doubt, that the ruin at Siwab, 
first visited by Browne, is really the celebrated temple 
of Jupiter Ammon. 
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andria. Had I been left at Assouan for 
the purpose^ or sent back thither at once 
from Cairo, I might doubtless have suc- 
ceeded, and much trouble and subsequent 
expense would have been saved to my 
master. 

But unwilling to part with me till he 
should be himself ready to embark, he de- 
layed me so long, that the inundation had 
already put the stone quite under water 
and out of sight, which rendered useless 
both the tackle and the boat that I had 
brought with me on purpose. For unfor- 
tunately, Mr. Belzoni, fearing fresh dis- 
putes as to Mr. Bankes’s property in this 
pedestal, (though the original and uncon- 
tested finder of it,) had, in default of 
means for sending it at once down the cata- 
ract, carried it across from Philae to a low 
sand bank opposite, and there laid it on its 
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face. But the spot was chosen with so 
little judgment^ that the smallest rise of 
the river must inevitably cover it, and 
make the transport impossible, during all 
those months of the year when the passage 
by water is the easiest, and it was owing to 
this, that, at length, after more than two 
years, it was found to be the best expedient 
to drag it by land *, till it could be shipped 
below the rapids. 

I dwell the more on this disappointment, 
a severe one to me, because I should have 
felt a pride and pleasure in promptly ren- 
dering this service to one whom I always 
remembered with gratitude and attach- 
ment. But the failure was not imputable 
to any fault of mine. 

Towards the close of that same year, of 


Under the personal direction of Mr. Salt in 1821, 
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which I am now speaking I was recom- 
mended by Mr. Salt to the service of Sir 
Frederic Henniker, and accompanied him 
ill his canjia beyond the first cataract as 
far as Aboiisombah where we found the 
door- way of the great temple so choked 
again already with sand, that it required a 
labour of many liours to clear an opening. 

Sir Frederic was as fond of shooting as 
myself, and consequently much of our 
time was devoted to the wild fowl of the 
Nile, and the birds and beasts of the de- 
sert. He attached himself much less to 
the antiquities, and nothing remarkable, 
occurred during our voyage, excepting a 
long search whicli we made one night, near 
Manfallout, for that catacomb in which 
some of Mr. Leglfs guides were repre- 
sented to have been stifled. A sort of 

♦ December, 1819. 
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bole or crevice of the rock was pointed out, 
into which Sir Frederic penetrated a great 
way with a light, on hands and knees, and 
I had the curiosity to follow him, but 
meeting with nothing of any interest, we 
turned about, and remained with the im- 
pression that we had been brought to a 
wrong place. 

From Esne he determined on a journey 
to the El Wall (Oasis), which is one of 
considerable hardship and fatigue, and was 
altogether new ground to me ; five hired 
camels were provided for it, and some 
guides. We saw no other indication of a 
track across an arid and melancholy desert, 
excepting piles of stones heaped up as 
landmarks here and there, and the bones 
of beasts of burthen which had dropped 
and died by the way, scattered all along. 

A forced march of three tedious days 
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brought US at last to water and cultivation, 
and we were kindly and hospitably received 
at Beriss * (the first village of El Wah), 
by the Sheik. Next morning we were led 
to a spring sometimes hot and sometimes 
cold, and not very far from it to the ruins 
of a small temple, which is not quite unlike 
those of Egypt, and yet not quite resem- 
bling them. Sir Frederic copied from it 
a Greek inscription, but seemed disgusted 
altogether ,|vith the expedition, and having 
no inclination to penetrate any further, 
turned round, and went back to the Nile. 

At Thebes h6 bought some very curious 
mummies with Greek writing upon them.f, 


^ Sir Frederic writes the name Boeris. 
f One only seems to have had Greek writing on it, 
and was presented by Sir Frederic to the British Mu- 
seum, but he was mistaken in stating in his notes, p. 139 , 
that the tomb where it lay, as being Grecian-Egyptian, 
was f^the first of its kind hitherto discovered,” since 
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and carried them down with him. On the 
return to Cairo, he climbed, with another 
English gentleman, to the summit of the 
second pyramid, (a feat which I have 
never seen done before nor since by any 
European,) and soon after took his depar- 
ture for Suez *. 

I resumed my post of janissary in Mr. 
Salt’s establishment only during a very 
short interval ; for Mr. Rennie arriving 
soon after, I was again appointed to take 
upon me the functions of guide and inter- 
preter, and to reascend the Nile immedi- 
ately. We had got no higher than Ach- 
mim, when a distressing accident disabled 

there are many close round, (as in a churchyard,) the 
little insulated temple of Isis near Medinet Abou ; .and 
one of that most curious pair which is described by 
Pietro de la VaUe in 1614, as purchased by him at Sac- 
cara, had the word ETTTXI written on it. 

♦ Notes of this Journey were published by Sir Fre- 
deric himself, second edition, Murray, 1824. 



352 


LIFE AND ADVENTURES [Ch. VI. 


Mr. Rennie’s servant, who, joining in a 
discharge of fire-arms, upon occasion of a 
dinner given on board to some acquaint- 
ance who were descending, so overloaded 
his pistol, that it burst, and the arm was 
frightfully shattered. His kind master ban- 
daged it with his own hands, tearing up 
one of his own shirts for the purpose, and 
sent him down to be taken care of at Cairo, 
making shift himself for the rest of the 
voyage ...^without any regular attendant 
about his person ; but his amiable disposi- 
tion made it a pleasure to ilie to render 
him any services that I could : and, as it 
happened, a good deal of care and atten- 
tion was necessary ; for on his return, after 
having proceeded so far as Wady Haifa, 
he sickened at Thebes, and continued very 
ill there for some time, without any one to 
nurse, and wait upon him, but myself. I 
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did my best to provide all that I could, 
but fear that, in such a place, he must have 
felt the want of many comforts. His 
cheerful temper, however, carried him 
througli it, and he recovered. I then ac- 
companied him to Cairo, and did not quit 
him till I saw him fairly embarked at 
Alexandria, after having made a very 
complete and observant tour upon the Nile. 
After his departure, I was once more at- 
tached to the British Consulate for about 
a year ; when it became again my fortune 
to engage in a journey the longest that I 
have ever undertaken, which I will reserve 
for another chapter. 



364 


LIFE AND ADVENTURES [Ch. VII. 


CHAPTER VII. 

M. Linant sent to discover Meroe — MS. of Ilomcr 
— Poverty of the Country — Turkish Cojnmissariat — 
Hongola — Warlike people of Shageiah — Ismael Pa- 
sha’s generous conduct to a captive princess — Ruins 
and Pyramids at Birkel — Sliendy — the Malek Nim- 
iner — Great Temple at MesorSt (INIeroe) — Bahr el 
Ahiat — Seminar — Elephants — Monkeys — Giraffe — 
Fasuolo — Wedding ceremonies at Shendy — Execu- 
tion there — Murder of Ismael Pasha — Isle of Argo 
— Temple at Soleb — Eight thousand Negroes trained 
to arms tit Assouan- -Tlie Author comes to Livcrjiool 
— to North Wales — to London. 

I HAVE already mentioned Monsieur Li- 
nant the young Frenchman whom Mr. 

* Auguste Linant, native of Bretagne, ivas brought 
up as a midshipman in the French navy, and came into 
Egypt with Count Forbin, 1818, from which time he 
remained there till he engaged himself with me. His 
first journey was to Stwah (the oasis of Ammon), the 
second into the desert of Mount Sinai, and that which 
furnishes the subject of this chapter the third, made 
upon my account. He came to England in 1823, bring- 
ing with liim all his maps and drawings, and remained 
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Bankes on his final departure from Egypt 
had left there with a salary, upon condi- 
tion of his taking the very earliest oppor- 
tunity of following up the discoveries upon 
the Nile to the southward, with a view 
especially to fixing the site and examining 
the remains of Meroe. How far the in- 
junction had been punctually complied 
with, of setting out the soonest that circum- 
stances should permit, it is not my place 
to inquire*, but full twelve months had 

sonic time in order to get them finished. He was after- 
ivards engaged by the African Society, and is now tra- 
velling on their account. 

* I am as much at a loss upon this point as the 
author can he, since the departure of the Egyptian army 
(whose force is estimated hy Mengin, vol. ii. p. 195, at three 
thousand four hundred infantry, and one thousand five 
hundred cavalry, besides five hundred auxiliary horse o^" 
the Ababdi Arabs), for the expedition which was to open 
the upper country, took place in the autumn of 182(^, 
and Monsieur Caillaud and Monsieur Jomard seem to 
have gone up with it at that time on the lart of the 

2 A 2 
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elapsed before I heard of any preparation 
at all for the journey, and it was then that 
I was for the first time requested to take 
part in it as janissary and interpreter, to 
which Mr. Salt raising no olyection, I 
agreed, and made myself ready. 

The traveller was furnished by his em- 
ployer with instruments of every descrip- 
tion, and when all other requisites were 
provided^ (the quantity of which was ])ro- 
portionably increased by engaging Dr. 


French government. An American in the service of 
the Viceroy” published a “ Narrative of the Expedi- 
tion to Dongola and Sennaar,” J. Murray, 1822, which, 
as it was presented by him to Mr. Salt, that gentleman 
dedicated to me. It has the form of a diary, but with the 
absurd affectation of givinir all the dates by Mahomme- 
dan reckoning. The ophthalmia and ill health also seem 
to have prevented the author from profiting much by 
his journey, and it is a work, therefore, of very little 
attraction. Messrs. Waddington and Hanbui'y ’ s notices 
of the same country (so far only as Merawi) relate to 
the same period, and are far more curious and valuable. 
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Hied in the company, and two common 
servants,) we all took our departure toge- 
ther for Assouan And it was during 
our stay there of a few days that, on the 
opposite island of Elephantine, (which I 
have always remarked to be, after Thebes, 
the place where the greatest harvest .jgf 
curious antiquities is brought for sale 
the natives,) a roll of papyrus in the Greek- 
character f was put into my hands, for 
which I bargained and fixed the price in 

’5* June, 15, 1S21. 

f In my own journey, I bought a scrap of Greek 
upon ])aj)yrus in a very line clear character, which 
seems to be the fragment of a letter or edict, I have a 
great number of tiles also written in a cursive Greek 
character, and highly curious upon that account, which 
purport to be receipts of pay by the Roman soldiery at 
Assouan during several reigns, from Tiberius to Commo- 
dius — one of these 1 found myself at Elephantine ; and I 
have an amphora, also, that has served the same purposes 
as a modern slate to some tradesman’s family in Roman 
times, with his house or shop accomits registered upon it 
in ink from day to day. 
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the first place, and then took it to Mon- 
eieur Linant for the money, stipulating at 
:the time that it was to be bought on Mr. 
Bankes’s account. 

This roll proved to be that manuscript 
x)f Homer * which is considered so precious, 
but which it grieved me afterwards, and 
ever will, to have seen sold for more than 
|ts weight in gold-f* to that gentleman whom 
I considered the owner of it, and who would 
certainly Jiave had it at my hands, without 
any further demand. 

In the passage through Nubia it was 

♦ It contains the last book of the Iliad, most beauti- 
fully written, in uncial letters, and the lines numbered 
in tlie margin : what is very surprising, it has had ac- 
cents added to it aftenvards. 

•f author, though the first who had the handling 
of this papyrus, seems here to have formed a very undue 
^estimate of its weight, for the sum which I paid for it 
amounted to no less tha|r*^^<H)0 piastres (about 500/.), 
that being stated as the offer that had been made for it 
from another quarter. 
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tlioqght necessary to procure a strong 
written order of protection and recommen- 
dation from the Kashief resident at Wady 
Haifa, addressed to those higher up ; but 
notwithstanding, beyond this point, we 
soon began to feel the inconvenience of 
being so many in number, for the late in^ 
vading expedition had so drained and ex- 
hausted the . country, that though the 
usages of Mahominedan hospitality might 
still have enabled one or two persons, well 
recommended, to have passed through it 
without being suflFered to want, yet for a 
party of five, with their camels, a night’s 
entertainment, or even a mid-day halt 
would have proved a serious tax on such a 
poor peasantry ; and that which could not 
be looked for as a gratuity, could still less 
be obtained by pufichase, where coin is 
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scarcely current and barely sufficient sub- 
sistence produced at best for domestic con- 
sumption. 

In this dilemma, there seemed to be no 
alternative but to have recourse to a very 
obvious artifice. The Egyptian army, 
under command of Ismael Pasha, son of 
Mahomet Ali, being now far in advance f , 
he had, in order to maintain his line of 
communication, and facilitate the passage 
of recruits and couriers, stationed depots 
at certain intervals, where rations might 
be drawn by those going up or down on 


* The American’s Journal speaks repeatedly of the 
difficulties experienced in passing the Egyptian money, 
which is no wonder, since it is of the basest possible 
metal, and almost without any intrinsic value whatever. 

f This expedition was sent up, not only to dislodge 
the Mamelukes, but in prder to lay hands also on the 
resources of the interior, and above all, to enable the 
Pasha to bring together and organize a negro army. 
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the public service. Relying, therefore, on 
my military dress and habits of a soldier, 
I used to accommodate my story to the 
circumstances, and go boldly forward to 
demand what we wanted of this newly- 
established commissariat ; and even where, 
from speech or appearance, two of 
companions were suspected or discovered 
foi* Europeans, it led to no further detec- 
tion, since many such were known to be in 
the Pasha’s pay, as engineers, and iii other 
departments. 

Ismael Pasha himself, when he learned 
from us afterwards how we had used his 
name, did not blame us at all for it, but 
admitted it to be matter of necessity, and 
even gave us his full permission to do the 
same in returning, wherever we could not 
be otherwise supplied. 

The ruins opposite to Semneh (for we 
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made our journey at first on the right bank) 
detained us the less because I had seen 
them before, when the details also had been 
already taken''*;^ and the columns at Amarra 
brought to my mind all the weariness and 
inconvenience of the retreat from thence on 
foot on a former occasion. It was not, 
therefore, till we had passed beyond the 
island of Say, and entered the district of 
Mahass, that the country became entirely 
new to me. Its natural face difiers little 

Mi- 

from Succot, which we had just traversed, 
presenting a surface very rugged for the 
most part, and stony, and but a narrow 
stripe of cultivation. along the water’s edge, 
with here and there tall groves of palm 
trees, of a very superior growth, and ex- 
cellent quality. 

The population seemed thin and very 


In. the journey of March, 1819. 
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poor ; the men, for the most part, naked, 
and the women more kept out of sight, 
and less immodest than they are further 
up the river. Till subdued of late, this 
was looked upon as a peculiarly lawless 
and savage race, and much dreaded by the 
smaller caravans which passed that way ; 
and we even still heard of occasional ma- 
rauding parties within their confines. They 
have huts of reed or small mud cabins, 
and very frequently castles or castellated 
inclosures of no better materials than these 
last, but yet solidly constructed, consisting 
of a square walled inclosure, with towers 
at the two cross angles, built to protect the 
cattle, as well as the inhabitants ; and in 
these we frequently passed the night. 

We could plainly distinguish across the 
river, and stopped to admire as we passed, 
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the noble ruins of a temple at Soleb % 
which might be expected to prove very 
ancient, since the character of its columns 
appeared to resemble those of Thebes. 
We bad no means, however, of crossing to 
it, and were therefore obliged to forego 
the examination till our return, and soon 
afterwards, for the same reason, to defer 
visiting the island of Argo for the present, 
on which antiquities were also visible. 

We foun^, however, upon our own bank, 
in the desert, a pyramid of brick, being 
the first pyramid that occurs in the upper 
country, and in another spot, close dow^n 
to the Nile, a place where granite had been 
quarried anciently, with hieroglyphics in- 
scribed, and a little fallen statue. 

At last we came in sight of the great 

* M. Linaiit writes it Seloup, and calls the temple 
Georgie. 
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plain of Dongola, and its new capital Ma- 
reiga, which had been founded by the 
Mamelukes; but we were still on the wrong 
side of the stream, and consequently made 
every signal in our power, by the discharge 
of fire-arms, in order to attract attention, 
but failed for so long a while in producing 
the desired effect, that our tent was actually 
pitched, and we were beginning to abandon 
all hope, when at last, after at least four 
hours delay, a boat was sent across to us. 

It found me in a state of great exhaus- 
tion ; for as, during all that tedious and 
monotonous journey, I had resorted to 
shooting at birds and wild animals, as my 
chief amusement, so on that particular 
day, when it seemed likely we might be 
left to our own resources, (the tract being 
quite desert,) I had dismounted with the 
more eagerness, in the hope of providing 
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a dinner with my gun, and had succeeded 
in killing a fine gazelle, but gave time to 
the camels in the mean time to gain upon 
me so much, that I had to carry the 
prize upon my shoulders during at least 
three hours, and when I rejoined my com- 
panions with it at the halting place, was 
more than half dead with fatigue : this, 
however, produced no other ill effects in 
the end than the spoiling of most of my 
clothes, for there is a worm or small insect 
in the soil of all that country, which will 
eat through any sort of cloth that is laid 
upon it within an incredibly short time ; 
and though we had been warned, and had 
even some little previous experience of 
this, I was then in no condition to look 
to precautions. 

I was awakened in order to enter the 
boat with the rest^ and we crossed in it 
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with all that belonged to us, but had to 
walk about a mile inland to the town, 
from the place where we were set on shore. 
Mareiga is but very slightly elevated from 
the great flat which surrounds it, and is 
of no great extent ; but there is a sort 
of a palace there, or such as may pass for 
one in that country, and a garden belong- 
ing to it. There were no fortifications at 
the time of our first visit, though we found 
the place walled on our return ; and there 
is not the least vestige of antiquity either 
here or at old Dongola*^, (which the Ma- 
melukes forsook for it, though standing 
in a more commanding position in the 
same fertile plain,) if early Christian 
churches and monasteries be excepted, 
which abound in this as well as in all the 
other districts. 

♦ M. Linant writes this Dongola Agiouse. 
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We were fortunate in finding here Ab- 
(lim Kasbief ^ in command, who, being 
a friend of Mr. Salt, from whom we 
delivered a letter, received us with great 
kindness and hospitality, and made our 
stay of two or three days very agree- 
able, during a part of which I took 
my usual recreation of sporting in the 
thickets and cultivated lands, which spread 
here to a great extent, so as to form 
quite a contrast to the narrow stripe which 
Nubia and the intermediate country con- 
sist of. I here killed, for the first time, 
in the corn-fields, a little bird of a very 
beautiful species, which I do not think 
is known lower down, whose colours are 
scarlet, or perhaps rather orange, and 

♦ He had the government of all the country allotted 
to him between the second and the third Cataract. — 
American's Journal^ p. 130. 
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black, and brought the skins of several 
to our doctor, that he might preserve them. 
The Dongolese (so all those of that 
province are called) seem a lively, gay, 
and profligate people, their appearance 
much like that of many of the Nubians, 
with little clothes, and much grease in 
their hair, a skewer being stuck there 
also, for the purpose of dressing and 
scratching it : the little crooked knife is 
buckled on the arm or thigh, and many 
talismans also, in leather cases, are worn as 
bracelets, or about the necks of both sexes; 
as arms, the shield is common, and a broad 
flat sword, hanging on the back, between 
the shoulders. The girls, as in Nubia, 
go naked, with only a leather fringe below 
the waist till they are marriageable. A 
regular bedstead, with four feet to it, is 



870 


ITOE AND ADVENTURES [Ch. VJI. 


used for sleeping, possibly as a protection 
from those ground-insects which I have 
mentioned, and a little wooden rest for the 
head, as a pillow, exactly similar to those 
which I have seen found in theold mummy- 
pits. 

The famous Dongola horses do not 
abound here, but more properly come from 
^ageiah ; they are rather serviceable than 
handsome, and are almost always black, 
with white legs. There is another species 
of horse also still rarer, and much more 
costly, which stands of a prodigious height* 
(almost as mucli as a small dromedary), 
and which is fed on camels*^ milk during 
many months in the year. The natives 
are good riders, and have a peculiar sort 

The American, in his Journal, mentions two par- 
ticularly, sent by Melek Nimmer, eighteen hands high, 
which he describes as of extraordinary beauty, and both 
stallions. — p. 117. 
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of saddle, with a stirrup that is little tnofe 
than a ring, upon which they rest one toe 
only, and wear no spurs ; they have often 
a very fine iron chain as the rein to their 
bridle. 

They do not appear to be a people that 
would have submitted quietly to the Ma-- 
melukes, had they not been taken alto- 
gether by surprise, and their sov^eign 
assassinated by Abderachman Bey in the 
very first parley, which left them without 
a head ; up to that time it seems that the 
investiture of this sovereignty was derived 
from Sennaar, by the symbol of a cap sent 
from thence annually, in the manner of 
the horsetails from Constantinople* The 
body of Mamelukes who seized upon the 
country were less than four hundred at 
first, and were reduced to about one hun- 


2 B 2 
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dred and fifty, when the present expedi- 
tion came up, and drove them before it, 
some retiring to Shendy, or Kordovan, 
or Darfur, and some making their terms 
with the Pasha in the first instance. 

Our kind host did not confine his at- 
tentions to us to the short period of our 
stay in Mareiga, but on our departure 
upwards not only provided us with all 
that we could want by the way, but with 
a boat ^ilso, which was ordered to convey 
us to Tangassi, the farthest limit of his 
jurisdiction towards the province of Sha- 
geiah*, where we were told that we should 
find another kashief in command, to whom 
he recommended us by letter. 

Some small ruins arrested us here and 

* Mengiii writes Chaikyeh, and computes their force 
in mounted fighting men at eight thousand (vol. ii. p. 
203), which is doubtless beyond the mark, 
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there by the way, but we soon reached 
our destination, and were received with 
all the kindness that we had been led to 
expect. 

We were now come near to what had 
been the principal scene of action in the 
progress of the Egyptian army ; all below 
had either fled before it, or submitted 
quietly, but the people of Shageiah were 
of a different temper, and were not sub- 
dued, nor would allow of any passage 
through their country, till two great battles 
had been fought with them. The first of 
these was at a place called Corti, and the 
second, after a very short interval of time, 
somewhat higher up, and on the other 
bank. They were a nation of naturally 
warlike habits, and a sort of freebooters, 
so that they were much dreaded by their 
neighbours, and had always maintained 
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their independence against the Mamelukes 
by force of arms ; but upon this occasion 
a sort of fanaticism, it was said, had also 
been excited amongst them by their San- 
tons, who were in gi'^at numbers, and 
pretended to be a sort of wizards, not 
only promising them an easy victory, but 
infatuating them so far as to make them 
believe tliat, by the use of some conse- 
crated dust, they would become invul- 
nerablcf heaps of which were provided 
and distributed accordingly ; and I heard 
many of the Pasha'^s soldiers say, that the 
Shageians seemed to come towards them 
at Corti* rather in the attitude of dancing 
than of fighting, as though in derision, and 

• Mengin writes this name incorrectly Kourat ; he 
dates the -battle Nov. 4, 1820, and says the Shageiah 
stated their numbers engaged at three thousand six 
hundred. The American Journal writes Kourty, which 
seems the true name. 
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indeed their superiority in point of num- 
bers was very great; but the first fire 
soon taught them that they were neither 
musket nor pistol proof and the day 
terminated in the slaughter of more than 
seven hundred, the sovereign, with the 
title of Melekf, escaping, but his daughter 
falling into the victor’s hands; for many 
women had appeared amongst them upon 
the field. 

There were no cannon employed in the first battle, 
but two pieces did great execution in the second, where 
the native force seems to have been much greater, and 
in which the infatuation of the natives is mentioned bjr 
the American, without any cause assigned for it ; for he 
says, ** some of the peasants in advance of the others, 
with no other arms than lances and shields, threw 
themselves upon the cannon, and were blown to picces/*^ 
— p. 84 ; and again in the note to the same page. 

f He was called Zibarra j'his daughter is represented 
in the American’s Journal as being rather taken in flying 
from her father’s castle after the battle, than actually 
on the field ; but both he and Mtssrs. Waddiagtou and 
Hanbury record Ismaei’s chivalrous conduct respecting 
her in the terms it deserves. ^ 
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Ismael Pasha’s treatment of this bar- 
barian princess was very noble, for when 
presented to him, though said to be young 
and beautiful, instead of availing himself 
of the rights of conquest, he ordered her 
to be richly dressed, and a camel provided 
for her, and that she should be conducted 
back immediately to her father, who, upon 
the first sight of her Egyptian ornaments, 
turned away his face from her, and asked 
if she had submitted to be dishonoured ; 
but when she told him the truth, he em- 
braced her, and seemed disposed to have 
made no more resistance, so that the policy 
would have been as good as the generosity 
of this action, had the same system of 
conciliation been pursued in other matters. 

But the exasperation of the soldiery at 
having been opposed, and the greediness 
i>f plunder or reward drove them to hor-* 
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rible excesses and outrages, so that it was 
no wonder that a single victory had not 
sufficed, and that a high-spirited people 
continued to do all they could against their 
oppressors. The signs of this were but 
too visible ; for half the natives whom we 
met, many even of the women, were de- 
piived of one or both of their ears, others 
mutilated in their limbs, and bones, and 
carcases, and hovels that had been burnt, 
w^ere every where to be seen by the way ; 
the persecution seemed, in fact, to be car- 
ried almost to extermination in Shageiah, 
and the whole district laid waste, but it 
had by these means been reduced to a 
sullen obedience. 

In order to get to the ruins at Merawi 
and Birkel, of which we heard much, the 
Cashief of Tangassi recommended our 
carrying on the same boat which we bad 
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brought with us, and gave us also one of 
his men, both as a guide, and to authorize 
our getting all that we might want by the 
way, and to facilitate our going forward 
afterwards. The distance was not con- 
siderable, and we found remains at Birkel 
that far exceeded expectation, for there are 
what seem to be the ruins of a consider- 
able temple, and a very great number of 
larger and smaller pyramids, not indeed 
exactly resembling those of lower Egypt, 
for the biSe of these is smaller in propor- 
tion to their height, so that the angle at 
the summit is much sharper; and they 
have the peculiarity also of a sort of false 
door, or little sepulchral* chapel attached 
upon one of the sides, which excited our 
curiosity so much to know what could be 
in the interior, that we set a number of 
natives to excavate in one of them, but 
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after a good deal of labour, failed of dis- 
covering any passage into the interior. 
There are hieroglyphics as in Egypt, but 
the human figures (especially the females) 
are differently represented as to form*. 
During the progress of that fruitless ex- 
periment, I was one day so successful with 
my gun as to bring back three gazelles to 
our station. 

Tlie peculiarity is not that which might have been 
expected from that line in Juvenal, 

In Meioe crasso majorem infante mamillam — Sat. XIII. 
hut those who recollect the figure of the Hottentot 
Venus exhibited in London, would find the outline of 
these ladies not very dissimilar, and it is remarkable 
that an excess of form of the same description is still 
not only considered a beauty, but as an appendage dis- 
tinctive of high birth in Abyssinia. It was probably the 
same with the Ethiopian queens — the Candaces men- 
tioned by so many ancient authors, whose effigies are 
so often repeated, and make so conspicuous a figure in 
these Etliiopic sculptures, as to leave no doubt of the 
frequent occurrence of females in that dynasty, a re- 
markable confirmation of the few scanty notices which 
we possess respecting it. 
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From Birkel we crossed back again, and 
found on the left bank another group of py- 
ramids (at Merawi), someof them differing 
in form from all that we had before seen 
Here, after dismissing our boat, we mounted 
again upon our camels, and crossing a 
desert, took our leave of the Nile during 
four days; after which, we came down 
upon it again, at a point where there were 
many boats belonging to the army, for the 
transport both of troops and provisions. 
The curreiit was strong, and the wind often 
contrary or too weak, so that no dependance 
could be placed on a sail, and these boats, 
therefore, were all towed by the inha- 
bitants, under compulsion, against the 
stream, the pasha having proclaimed the 

. * One of them has the peculiarity of being, in fact, 
a lesser pyramid inclosed within the body of a greater, 
as is very visible at one of the angles which is fallen 
into ruin. 
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most severe punishments for such of them 
as should refuse this task 'when called 
upon. 

Upon sight of our orders from Cairo, 
and the written recommendations of Ahdiii 
Cashief, one of these boats was allotted to 
us, and it became my office to go on shore 
at every village that we passed, to get a 
new relay of men or boys for the rope, 
who, if caught, always submitted, but with 
very evident reluctance. 

It required several days of this slow 
navigation to bring us to Berber, where we 
bad hoped and been led to expect to find 
Maho Bey in authority, but had the dis- 
appointment to learn there that he had 
been called higher up, and had left only an 
inferior officer in command, who, not being 
able to accommodate us with the camels 
that we applied for, recommended our 
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continuing on in the boat as far as Darner, 
which was but one day further, where we 
could doubtless be supplied with them. 

During the passage thither, we passed 
the point where the little tributary river. 
Bar Mogram*, falls into the Nile, and 
though it appeared shallow at this season, 
and almost dry at our return, it was an 
object of interest and curiosity, since from 
thence, all the way down to the Mediter- 
ranean, not so much as even a brook con- 
tributes its waters to this noblest and most 
singular of all rivers. 

At Darner, in consequence of some dis- 
pute, Dr. Ricci separated from M. Linant, 
and left us, and we heard no more of him 
for the present, nor did we even know in 

♦ This is the Astaboras of the ancients, the country 
through which it runs being still called Atbara ; and 
that included between it and the main course of the 
Nile, is the ancient Meroe. 
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what direction he was gone, till we reaped 
the benefit of some good offices that he had 
done us at head-quarters before we arrived 
there. 

As for M. Linant and myself, so soon 
as camels were found for us, and neces- 
saries provided, we pursued our journey, 
employing the first of two days in crossing 
a tract of desert, and arriving in the course 
of the second at a village, in the neighbour- 
hood of which is another large camp of 
pyramids, (if I may be permitted the ex- 
pression,) which resemble those of Birkel 
in form, but are larger in dimensions, and 
so numerous, and so curious in their de- 
tails, that four whole days were consumed 
in the examination, drawing, and mapping 
of them 

^ Nothing can exceed the beauty of these drawings, 
and indeed of the whole collection made during this 
journey. 
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From thence, after travelling two clays 
more, we came in the evening to Shencly, 
the capital of the most powerful and popu- 
lar among the native princes of these parts, 
called the Melek Nimmer,'^ whose rule 
extended over a very considerable tract on 
this side the river, and embraced a popula- 
tion amounting to at least 20,000t. He had 
however submitted to the Pasha, and was 
confirmed in a sort of tributary authority. 
He showed us great attentions, both upon 
our arrival, and during all our stay, which, 
as there are more of the comforts and con- 
veniences of life in the town, than in any 
other that we had met with on tliis side 
Egypt, was prolonged to about fifteen or 

♦ Mengin writes Malck Nimmer, and the town’s 
name Chendy. — vol. ii. p. 208. 

f The American’s Journal says, * the Maleks of Sheiidy 
and Halfayeh would together bring into the field 30,000 
horsemen, mounted on steeds, probably as beautiful as 
any found in any country in the world.’ — p. 137. 
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twenty days, and was spent not unplea- 
santly. 

The cause of there appearing to be 
something more of civilization and luxury 
here than lower down, seems to be, that it 
is the principal place of halting and rendez- 
vous for the great caravans, whether con- 
nected with the Hed Sea by Suakim, or 
with Abyssinia, or with Kordovan and 
Darfur, and the Negro countries, the mer- 
chants generally resting themselves, and 
even trafficking here, which rendered it (at 
least before the invasion) a place of com- 
parative opulence*. The dollar is here in 
esteem, but especially that of Charles IV. f 

* The same causes doubtless recommended this 
neighbourhood for the ancient capital of i^ilthiopia. 

t Let no one unacquainted with these countries feel 
surprised at this distinction, when I add, that through- 
out the East no watch is in any esteem that has not the 



386 LIFE AND ADVENTURES [Ch. VII, 

and little lumps of gold are also employed 
as money, the purchaser always bidding 
for the article till he arrives at the price 
expected. On every Friday there is a 
great market, which lasts two days, and 
though I have often seen camels killed for 
eating before, I never saw it so general a 
practice as here. The language is uni- 
versally Arabic, and so continues beyond 
Sennaar — the Nubian or Barabra (which 
I have heard Mr. Bankes say he thought 
to be the ancient Coptic) not extending 
higher than Dongola. 

The habits of the two sexes are jirofli- 
gate to the last degree ; chastity in the 
women seeming to be held in no sort of 
repute, and little if any shame attached to 

name of George Prior upon it, though no such maker 
now exists in reality; and the letters composing the 
words are not known to those who are yet, from habit, 
very well able to recognize them when put together. 
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adultery, either with respect to the wife or 
her husband, although both here and at 
Berber, there are not wanting those who 
make a trade of their favours ; and masters 
will even let out their female slaves for 
hire. 

The surrounding territory is a plain of 
great extent, and the town itself of con-^ 
siderable size, and reasonably well built 
of brick, according to the mode of that 
country. The Melek Nimmer’s house is a 
large one, and a drum of ceremony is beat 
in it twice a-day. He had himself a fine 
person and very gracious and dignified 
manners : he wore that bonnet which is the 
ensign of sovereignty^, and had even the 
distinction of a helmet, shield, lance, and 

* jM. Linant obtained one of theni from him, and 
presented it to me when he came to England — it is of a 
tawny coloured silk, quilted. 


2 C 2 
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sabre, all more or less ornamented with 
gold. One of his wives was a daughter to 
the Sultan of Sennaar. His subjects never 
approached *liim widiout prostration ; his 
name being also, after that of God, their 
most sacred oath. He could read, for we 
found him at our very first interview 
busied with his Koran. 

From him, during our residence at his 
court, M. Linant endeavoured to obtain 
all the infottpiation that he could respecting 
antiquities to be found in that province, 
which M^as at first very difficult, since it 
was impossible to make him comprehend 
what purpose such researches could serve, 
no traveller having ever gone up before 
with such an object.* 

* M. Caillaud did not visit the ruins at Mesaiirat till 
subsequently to M. Linant ,* they seem, unquestionably, 
to be those of Meroe. 
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He betrayed, however, no feelings of 
jealousy upon the subject, but did what he 
could to inform us, and we had no sooner 
ascertained that some great ruins existed 
at the distance of only six hours, than we 
prevailed on him to send us thither, and 
found them indeed to be those of a very 
large and remarkable temple, bearing the 
name of Messorat, which employed the 
draughtsman’s pencil three days, during 
some part of which I was not idle with my 
gun, for in the very first of them I killed a 
large animal of the antelope species, that 
is called in that country Ariel*, which 
being so large as to require two men to 
carry it, sufficed us for all our meals till 
our return to Shendy on the fourth. 

The meat is dark, and has a strong musky flavour, 
and the skin is much prized by the natives for making 
skins for water, they believing it to have the property of 
keeping it sweet. 
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Here we now made the purchase of two 
dromedaries, and took camels on hire for 
the baggage and attendants, and so setting 
forward found a temple of moderate dimen- 
sions in the course of the first day, which 
is situated not far from the Nile, and re- 
quired a halt of about four hours in order to 
take its measures and details ; at night we 
rested in a village beyond it, where an 
Egyptian officer was stationed. 

The nt»xt day’s journey presented no- 
thing of interest : it finished at Alfaya, 
a principal though not a large town, in 
which a Kashief, nominated by the Pasha, 
commanded ; but a very few hours beyond 
it I was hurt so much by a fall from my 
dromedary, that I remained in a state of 
insensibility all day, and having now no 
medical assistance, my companions almost 
despaired of me. At length, though 
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brought to myself a little in the evening, 
I was incapable of moving at all, so that 
we were obliged to make shift as we could 
upon the spot where the accident happened 
till the following morning, when, though 
still ailing, I contrived to resume the 
march, and reached Alefoon at sunset, 
which, though a small place, is very preU 
tily situated. Here our hired camel- 
drivers stole away from us with their ani- 
mals, leaving us only in possession of the 
two purchased dromedaries; but we were 
fortunately subjected to little inconve- 
nience or even delay by this loss, for hap- 
pening to be in a town under military 
command, upon production of the Pasha 
of Egypt’s papers and passports, all that 
we could desire was immediately furnished 
to us, and we proceeded, till, at the- dis- 
tance of not more than about two hours. 
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we crossed the Bahr el Abiat* with our 
animals, and found ourselves on the great 
island or peninsula of Sennaar, included 
between those two main arms which as- 
sume different names, and together form 
the Nile. 

This tract of country presents a much 
more agreeable and fertile appearance than 
most of what we had hitherto traversed, 
which is owing doubtless to its being sub- 
ject to lleriodical rains ; but for the same 
reason there are exhalations, especially in 
the evening and during the night, which 
are considered very pestilential, so that 
we were careful not to sleep in the open 


It appears, from the American’s narrative, that the 
Pasha’s whole suite and army, amounting to about six 
ihonsand, had only nine boats to pass this river ; and 
that seventy horses and some men were lost in endea- 
vouring to imitate the Shageiah and Ahabdes who 
crossed it by swimming. Meiigin also notices this fact. 
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air, but always to reach some village at 
night. 

In the fields and trees there are birds, 
in wonderful abundance, of the most varied 
and beautiful plumage. There are also 
great quantities of monkies, and, what 
were much more valuable to us travellers, 
of wild guinea-fowls also, which I found 
it the more easy to approach and to kill, 
since they are not molested by the natives, 
who abstain from them on account of some 
prejudice or superstition 5 so that we were 
abundantly supplied. 

At the distance of only about six days 
from Sennaar we were overtaken in their 
return and joined by some couriers who 
had been sent down to us at Shendy, but 
had unluckily passed us upon the way. 
They had been purposely despatched 
thither by Ibrahim Pasha, who was come 
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Up to the assistance of his brother Ismael, 
and was found at Sennaar by Dr. Ricci, 
who had contrived to scramble thither long 
before us ; and the chief physician’s post 
happening to be just vacant, was so for- 
tunate as to have it conferred on him 
immediately. The Doctor had made a 
very kind use of his facilities of access, 
and had told Ibrahim of our journey ; and 
when he found that an ulterior expedition 
was in o£intemplation, and on the point of 
setting out, suggested to him how much it 
must gratify curious travellers to be per- 
mitted to accompany him, and how agree- 
able such a favour to us would prove to 
the British consul at Cairo. This repre- 
sentation had its effect, and the messengers 
were immediately sent off, that they might 
hurry us forwards. Their having missed 
us upon the way was somewhat unlucky ; 
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but after we had once joined, no time was 
lost by the party, and we made with all 
expedition for the capital, where we felt 
no doubt at all that we should still find 
Ibrahim Pasha. 

In this, however, we were disappointed, 
for upon our arrival we learned that he 
had been tired of expecting us, and was 
gone forward in his boat to the southward, 
the news of which gave me a pang of re- 
gret for the many idle days which we had 
been passing at Shendy. However, strict 
and particular orders had been left at Sen- 
naar that a boat should be provided there 
for us to follow him, and furnished with 
all that would be necessary ; and the 
banker was even directed to advance 
money if it should be called for. 

We embarked therefore without delay, 
and the wind being very slack, I was 
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enabled generally to keep pace on shore 
with my gun, where the multitude of 
birds, especially of the smaller sorts, is 
almost incredible. They assemble, many 
of them, in flocks, which seem quite to fill 
the air; and at times, especially in the 
morning, their song or chirping is louder 
than can well be imagined. 

In the river the hippopotamus abounds, 
and appears not unlike the buffalo in the 
distance. It generally comes on shore 
during tht night-time, to feed upon the 
grain and in the pastures, and is so de- 
structive, that the natives sit up when their 
crops are ripe, and light great fires to 
frighten them, or keep a continual noise 
with drums and cries. In their own ele- 
ment they show little else but the nostrils 
above water. 

Ibrahim Pasha was already too far in 
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advance for us to overtake him, or we 
should have witnessed a scene in which 
Dr. Ricci was not only a spectator, but in 
the end a very useful actor also, who gave 
us afterwards the account. 

A herd of elephants had come down to 
drink, upon sight of which Ibrahim Pasha 
offered a large reward to any of his suite 
who should kill one ; and accordingly 
several of his Mamelukes crept within 
shot and fired ; but the animals seeming to 
take little notice of this at first, the young 
lads were emboldened to go still nearer 
and nearer by degrees in order to get a 
better aim, but still the shots took no 
effect, until at last a bullet seemed to have 
struck one on the forehead, or perhaps 
the eye, and to occasion pain, which was 
intimated by a loud roar and a staggering 
motion; after which the huge creature, 
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seeming at once to recover himself, rushed 
suddenly upon his assailant, and grasping 
him in his trunk, tore all the flesh off one 
of his legs, and throwing him up, lodged 
him among the branches of a tree, from 
whence he fell dead afterwards to all ap- 
pearance, but was recovered by Dr. Ricci’s 
skill, w'ith the loss only of his limb. 

The elephants abound so much that I 
saw them pretty frequently, but had been 
cautiongd, before I heard of this particular 
case, not to annoy them with my fire-arms, 
and was indeed one day put into great 
alarm at seeing one very near, and advanc- 
ing towards me during one of my sporting 
digressions. The natives had warned me 
that if such a case should occur, I should 
not attempt to fly in a straight line, but 
rather to double round or make a zigzag 
retreat 5 yet with the apprehension that I 
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felt at the moment, it was no easy or agree- 
able circumstance voluntarily to increase 
the distance by such a precaution. I did 
my best, however, and it seemed a long 
while before I regained the river, in which 
I plunged immediately up to my shoulders, 
before I durst take breath or look round, 
but then saw nothing of my pursuer, so 
that I might doubtless have been safe with 
a less exertion. 

The giraffe is found in these forests, 
but is more shy than the elephant, and I 
therefore never saw one in a wild state, 
but there was a very young one domesti- 
cated at Sennaar, and extremely gentle, 
which it was intended to send into Europe*. 
Their skin, though so smooth and delicate, 

* A female was sent to England, and another to 
Paris, and a male to Vienna ; one also to Constantinople, 
I do not know of which sex, hut I believe it to be that 
which is here spoken of. 
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is very toiigli, and, therefore, much sought 
after by the natives for covering their 
sliields, who also eat the flesh both fresh 
and dried, wliich seems (for I saw it dried) 
of a very dark colour and not unlike beef. 
In these parts, as well as in the forest tracts 
about Shcndy, there are great droves of 
wild asses, but I could never get near 
enough to shoot one; nor can they be 
overtaken by the dromedary, though it 
will run down the gazelle. 

The hyena here is as common as in the 
whole course of the Nile, but I did not 
happen to fall in with any other beasts of 
prey of large size, excepting a beautiful 
leopard or panther, which I saw in capti- 
vity in Sennaar, after being caught in the 
neighbourhood. We had at one time on 
board of our boat, a little compact creature 
that is called aboumansoor, wdiich would 
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eat no manner of grain or vegetable, but 
meat only, and yet would not bite, but was 
perfectly harmless. We had also occa- 
sionally some pet monkies. I have already 
mentioned them as natives lower down, 
but the number became much greater the 
further we advanced, and the size also of 
some larger, for there are several sorts ; and 
the manner of taking them is very singular 
and diverting, whicli we had opportunities 
of witnessing several times. For the inha- 
bitants knead a sort of dough or biscuit, 
which afterwards, dissolved in w'ater, fer- 
ments, and forms a very intoxicating 
drink to which they are addicted. In 
order, therefore, to ensnare the monkies, a 
man will fill a sort of pan full of this liquor, 
and setting it at the foot of a tree which is 
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fi^equented by them, will go thence to a 
short distance, and pretend to have fallen 
asleep. The animals (often after watching 
him for a long time) are so far deceived 
that they come down and regale them- 
selves, when, becoming either quite stupid, 
or foolhardy from drunkenness, they suffer 
themselves to be easily taken with a noose 
thrown over them. Generally speaking, 
the inexperience of fire-arms makes the 
wild creatures in that country much less 
timid than elsewhere, and especially the 
birds, of which I recollect the remarkable 
instance, in the very middle of the town of 
Shendy (when we were there the second 
time), of a hawk or kite pouncing on a 
dish of brains which I was carrying home 
in my hand from the butcher’s. But the 
same fearlessness which deprived us of a 
delicacy in that one instance greatly facili- 
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tated our procuring many others, since 
hares, partridges, pigeons, and antelopes 
abound. 

Above Sennaar the villages are but 
small, and the people seem to be very sim- 
ple and barbarous. One day, as I went 
into one of them in search of provisions, I 
could not observe that a single living soul 
was to be seen, till, looking at last into 
several of the houses, I found the people 
in one and all of them lying down and 
covered up as in bed, with their faces dis- 
torted, or sprinkled over with dust to pre- 
tend sickness ; for it seemed that, on hear- 
ing of the advance of the Egyptian soldiery 
they had resorted to this artifice ; whether 
thinking so to escape being pressed for 
guides and for the towing-rope, or whether 
fearing still worse, and hoping to move 

2 D 2 
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pity by their supposed condition^ I cannot 
say, but after diverting myself with so odd 
a spectacle, I took from them what was 
necessary, and returned to the boat. 

On another occasion the sight and sound 
of my watch excited the greatest astonish- 
ment, and they seeming persuaded that it 
was something holy and supernatural, I 
humoured their opinion and pretended to 
them that it was from Mecca, upon which, 
there was no end afterwards of the applica- 
tions, and even of the little presents that 
I received in the neighbourhood for the 
favour of permitting these poor savages to 
rub their foreheads against it. 

After a slow and dilatory voyage of 
many days, vve got to Fasuolo, where we 
found the most part of the suite of Ibrahim 
Pasha, but not the Pasha himself, for he 
had landed there, and advanced across the 
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desert to the distance of five days at the 
least, in search after some gold mines said 
to exist in that direction. But while we 
were preparing to follow him, and had 
actually animals engaged to convey us, the 
news reached us that he had suddenly 
fallen dangerously ill, which prevented our 
setting out, and at the end of a week he 
was brought back in a litter in a miserable 
state of weakness and exhaustion, and even 
his life still in considerable jeopardy. 

The symptoms being those which are 
known to be produced by that climate, he 
determined at once on making his retreat 
from it, and gave up all thought of pene- 
trating further (at least in his own person) 
in that direction But had it not been for 
that unlucky seizure, there can be no doubt 

* Beyond Shageiah there had been no further resist- 
ance to the progress of Ismael Pasha : he was voluntarily 
met by Adlan, the sultan of Sennaar, at some distance 
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that we should have advanced to a great 
distance further, and there is no saying to 
what extent, for the exploring of the Bahr- 
el-Abiat also was a part of Ibrahim^s 
scheme, who was prompted quite as much 
curiosity as any other motive, and 
especially from the strange accounts given 
of the customs among some of the people 
who inhabit those remote regions; the Pasha 
himself mentioned to me one that he had 
heard of, where, as a sort of national or 
religious distinction (in lieu of circumcision) 
they break off three of the front teeth of 
every boy when he comes to his seventh 
year. 

In the return to Sennaar, though we 
were now in the great man’s suite, we did 
not always keep pace with his boat, since 

from Ills capital, who professed submission to the Sultan 
of Constantinople. — Mengin, vol. ii., p. 212. 
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M. Linant examined every thing, and 
made his observations as we went along, 
and I resumed the pleasures of the chase, 
yet neither of us found any thing new that 
was remarkable, but the same monotony 
of woods and thickets, in which the monkey 
tribe and birds, elephants and the hippo- 
potamus abound much more than any 
human population. 

Ricci would not suffer Ibrahim to pause 
at Sennaar, but attended him down at 
once all the way to Cairo in his boat, which 
accomplished the voyage in the almost in- 
credibly short period of thirty-six days ; 
and our late companion received from his 
patient, when restored to health, (to life, it 
might almost be said,) the prodigious re- 
compense of 10,000 dollars * 

This noble recompense from Ibrahim Pasha is 
mentioned by Mengin in a note, vol. ii., p. 192, 
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In the mean time I remained with Mr. 
Linant two days in Sennakr, which is a 
large but straggling town, (for though the 
capital of an ancient kingdom I can scarce 
call it a city,) and the houses are much less 
well built than at Shendy. It stands close 
down upon the margin of the river, and 
has a great extent of flat country about it, 
and a sort of suburb with some gardens 
not far off. The old palace of the kings 
is a tall pile of many stories*, but seems to 
be quite fallen to ruin, and the whole has 
the aspect of a place on the decline. The 
native population is tall and very hand- 
some, but seems to be of a rougher and more 
unsocial nature, and less given to pleasure 
than those of Berber and Shendy ; but 
perhaps the presence and excesses of so 

* The American’s Journal says, the centre building 
is six stories high, with five rows of windows. — p. 163. 
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large a body of foreign soldiery as was 
quartered there occasioned what seemed to 
be a national and characteristic siillenness 
of aspect. 

On the third morning we took our leave, 
and returned leisurely, in a boat provided 
for us, to Shendy, where we found the same 
obliging and hospitable reception from the 
Melck Nimmer as on the first occasion % 
who invited us frequently to dine with him, 
and occasionally took his meal also at our 
table ; for our stay was again prolonged 
there to some weeks, and I myself had a 
very serious illness during the time, so that 
I was incapacitated from accompanying 
M. Linant in a small exploring journey 
which he made into the neighbouring 
desert, but which seemed, however, to have 
led to no interesting results. 


* March, 1822. 



410 


LIFE AND ADVENTURES [Ch. VII. 


Therefore, so soon as I was suiBciently 
recovered, we prepared for our departure, 
and indeed we had conceived a strong sus- 
picion, from many hints dropped among 
the natives, that some mischief was brew- 
ing against the Egyptians, but above all 
from the increased urgency with which the 
money of Cairo was brought to us to be 
exchanged for dollars, at almost any loss, 
though the currency of the former through- 
out the conquered country had been fixed 
by the most positive edicts, and the rela- 
tive value of the two sorts of coin fully esta- 
blished. Hence we inferred that this pre- 
caution could only be in contemplation of 
some sudden change and convulsion. 

This second residence at Shendy enabled 
me to make further observations on the 
manners and habits of the people. Among 
the most remarkable are the ceremo- 
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nies practised with respect to funerals; 
for when any person dies, a great feast is 
prepared in the house, and all the neigh- 
bouring women are invited to a dance, 
who, with the exception of a very small 
piece of cloth, strip themselves entirely 
naked before they enter the room, and 
then laying themselves down flat at the 
threshold, creep in that posture to the 
centre of it, where they arise, and then 
begin the dance to the sound of a sort of 
tambourine, played by one of them. The 
noise of this in a neighbouring dwelling 
attracted me, and I tried, out of curiosity, 
to gain admittance, but on no terms could 
I succeed in the attempt, for, however 
profligate and shameless are the morals of 
the place, the presence of no man is ever 
permitted on these occasions ; so I only 
received the account from the women, but 
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they all agreed so entirely in their descrip- 
tion, that I have no doubt of its truth. 

I omitted to mention in my account of 
the town, that close about it there are 
some Mahommedan tombs of a very re- 
markable form, erected by the Jelaheen 
Arabs, to which tribe Nimmer himself is 
allied, and the whole dynasty of Shendy 
for many years back, so that I believe all 
these sepulchres to be royal : they are of 
brick, and circular, but carried up in a 
cone so as almost to resemble little pyra- 
mids, at a distance, with a very low and 
diminutive door. Fanatic santons still 
abound in this territory, though after their 
memorable imposture, they were almost 
exterminated in Shageiah. 

Before we had taken our leave, Maho 
Bay, commandant in Berber, arrived at 
Shendy, from an expedition to the west- 



Ch. VII.] OF GIOVANNI FINATT. 


413 


ward, against the Djamahab Arabs, and 
brought with him two of their chiefs or 
princes, as prisoners, both young men, and 
low of stature : an elder one, of more im- 
portance than either, who was styled king 
of the White Mountain, had already been 
put to death, and was said to have died 
boasting at his execution of the number 
of Egyptians whom he had killed. The 
two being now brought into the town were 
led out on the first market-day, with no 
further guard or attendance than one 
armed soldier to each, and an executioner 
with the sword preceding them. It was 
quite amazing to see with what firmness, 
and almost apparent cheerfulness, botli 
kneeled down when desired to do so^ and 
submitted their heads, without a struggle 
or a single word ; and the first stroke not 
taking full effect upon one of them, he 
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placed himself in the same posture a 
second time, and their headless bodies 
were suffered to lie exposed for two days 
in the middle of the bazar, till Melek 
Nimmer at last applied for, and buried 
them. 

Whether these spectacles of severity, and 
some others of similar nature, were thought 
necessary from some suspicions of revolt, 
or whether, in fact, they served rather as 
the incitements to such a spirit, it is cer- 
tain that just then we began to hear of the 
breaking out of disturbances in several 
parts, and of some advantages even gained 
by malcontents and insurgents, at about 
four days’ distance above us*, so that it 
seemed high time to carry our intention 
into execution of descending the Nile ; and 
as it happened, indeed, this very place was 

♦ Particularly at Alfaylia. 
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destined to prove soon after the principal 
scene of bloodshed, by the assassination of 
Ismael Pasha*, and all his suite, in which 
too it was our friend Nimmer who took 
the lead, and bore the most conspicuous 
part. It is not to be supposed, however, 
that the act had been long in concerting or 
contriving, or that he himself had it at all 
in contemplation at the time of our taking 
our leave, since it arose first out of a sud- 
den reconciliation that could hardly have 
been foreseen, and out of an insult that 
probably was not premeditated. 

There was an old grudge between Nim- 
mer and his cousin who reigned on the 
opposite bank of the river, insomuch that 
he had sworn an oath never to go into 

* On the 5tli of December, 1822, Mengin says, 
Mahomet Ali received the news of his son Ismael’s 
death,” but seems to mistake both the scene and circum- 
stances of the assassination, placing it at Sennaar. 
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his presence, and pleaded this when in« 
vited to meet him at a conference by Ismael 
Pasha ; but the excuse was treated with 
disdain, and he was commanded to come. 

Ismael was just returned from penetrat- 
ing very far to the south in the province 
of Fasuolo, and had now descended thus 
far upon a plea of health, but in reality, 
as it appeared, towring contributions from 
the inhabitants of the countries that had 
submitted. 

The purport of his interview with the 
two kindred sovereigns was of this nature ; 
and Nimmer, to a large demand that was 
made on his territory, answering boldly 
that the whole country was ruined, was 
checked by the Pasha with great haughti- 
ness and insolence, and even struck by him 
across the face with his pipe. 

Common interest and offended pride 
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now reconciled the cousins, and made them 
act in concert, with equal promptitude and 
secrecy. Ismael’s quarters were at Shendy, 
though this fatal conference had taken 
place on the bank opposite, and his retinue 
and guard there were very small ; a few 
tents and temporary chambers of straw 
sufficing for himself and for them all. But 
there was a little detachment of troops 
stationed also a short distance off, at Met- 
tamat ; and while Nimmcr undertook to 
destroy the Pasha and his suite, the other 
was to fall upon that advanced guard, or 
to keep them in check. 

That very night, accordingly, each of 
them contrived after dark to collect a large 
force, and upon hearing the signal of firing 
at Mettamat, Nimmer and his people fell 
upon the sentinels and others who sur- 
VOL. II. 2 E 
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rounded the place where the Pasha was 
sleeping, and after having murdered most 
of them, piled straw and combustibles all 
round, and set them on fire. Ismael, sud- 
denly roused by this, and but half dressed, 
seized his sabre, and was endeavouring 
to force his way out, when Nimmer de- 
spatched him with his own hand, and tum- 
bled him into the flames. The surprise on 
the one part, and ferocity on the other, gave 
room for little resistance, and in a very 
short time not a single Egyptian soldier 
was left alive either in Shendy or the im- 
mediate neighbourhood ; but some Cairine 
and other merchants, who happened, for- 
tunately for themselves, to hear of the 
ipassacre in time, fled suddenly in the 
nighty and got into safety. 

It is rather a singular circumstance, 
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that one of the Shegeyans, who had fought 
in the first battles against the Pasha, but 
had since been in his service*, buried his 
body without being disturbed by anybody 
in so doing, and it was afterwards trans- 
ported into Egypt. 

But a dismal revenge was soon after 
taken by the Defterder Bey, for he almost 
utterly destroyed the town of Shendy, and 
made common slaves of the most part of 
the inhabitants whom he found there, both 
male and female, who were sent down in 
droves to Egypt ; Nimmer and some 
others escaping to their kinsmen among 
the roving tribes of the interior. 

Upon our quitting Shendy, I found that 


• This is, doubtless, the person whose name is written 
by Mengiii Chaouish, ii., 207 ; and in the American’s 
Journal Shouns. 


2 E 2 
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our Stay there had been protracted to no 
less than six weeks, and our next halt was 
at Berber, which was, however, but for a 
few days, and we then pursued our way 
towards Dongola, and I observed, that the 
fall in the river at the island Mogratt, 
which is considered the third cataract, is 
greater and more difficult of passage than 
any other upon the Nile; and it is also 
remarkable that monkeys are again met 
with in a district near it, though there are 
none at all below, nor again above in any 
of the intermediate space between this and 
the territory of Sennaar. 

The military Commandant of Dongola 
again did every thing in his power to re- 
ceive and entertain us hospitably, and, 
what was very singular in that country 
and in one of his religion, treated us to 
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some wine. However, our stay with him 
was short ; and I cannot fully call to mind 
whether it was at this time, or rather on 
our going up, that a courier, despatched 
from Kordovan for Cairo with news of the 
reduction of that province, shewed us the 
ears which he carried with him of the sove- 
reign who had been killed, and his saddle, 
which was very richly and beautifully 
wrought with gold ; but I am inclined to 
think that it must rather have been on the 
former occasion, for that the conquest of 
Kordovan by Mahomet Bey must have 
preceded the murder of Ismael Pasha very 
considerably. 

We were now travelling by land; but as 
we passed the island of Argos, a small boat 
was found to ferry us over into it, and we 
examined the vestiges of a temple there, 
and two fallen colossal statues. 
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Four days from thence brought us to 
Soleb, where the ruins are in a great state 
of decay, but very noble in their extent 
and proportions. They have also (as even 
at a distance we had been led to surmise) 
a character of very remote antiquity : two 
whole days were, therefore, devoted to 
them. 

Neither would we again pass the large 
island of Say without crossing to it ; but 
found little there to repay our curiosity, 
excepting a large fort or castle, evidently 
of no very ancient date*, and some quarries 
that may, perhaps, be refen'ed to a much 
more distant period. 

Semneh was familiar to me, but I ad- 
mired again its singular situation, with its 

♦ It is tjiought to have been built by the soldiery sent 
up by Sultan Selim II. 
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diminutive but richly-sculptured temple, 
and fortifications of granite. 

At Wady Haifa we preferred taking 
boats, and so ordering our camels and 
dromedaries to join us at Assouan, made 
our way down thither by water, where we 
met with some Frenchmen, acquaintance 
of M. Linant, who were training a body of 
8000 black troops there for the Pasha in 
the European manner, who detained us 
with them for some days^. 


* Mengia speaks both of these troops and of the 
Frenchmen who had the charge of training them : he 
names M. Dussop, an army surgeon, as having the 
charge of vaccination, and M. Seve that of the drill j all 
the body seem to have been negroes, mostly from Ker- 
dofan and Sennaar, and the total number of them 8000. 
Tlie vast barrack which he also mentions as built for 
them at Assouan, was dbiibtless tl;e occasion of destruc- 
tion to the two little temples on Elephantine, by Maho- 
met Bey in November, 1822, for the sake of a few 
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It was always impossible to pass Thebes, 
that region of wonders, without stopping; 
but, with that exception, we made our jour- 
ney to Cairo almost as fast as we could, 
and gave Mr. Salt a report of our travels*. 
But I had not been many months quietly 
readopted into his establishment, when a 
letter reached him from Mr. Bankes, inform- 
ing him that my testimony was required in 
England IS a cause pending with reference 
to the first journey to Djerash, in 1816. 
The incidents of it were so present to me, 
that I was desirous of making my depo- 
sition immediately, and so forwarding it to 
London ; but this, it seemed, the forms of 
English law would not allow, so that my 

square blocks of stone. II. 250. Such have been the 
first results of this negro-Europeanized army ! 

* They returned the 24th of July, 1822. 
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presence in person was absolutely neces- 
sary. 

I had always been very averse to long 
voyages by sea, but as this was at the re- 
quest of my old master, I made no further 
difficulties, and had a passage taken for 
me in a vessel bound for Liverpool, which 
proved very long and tedious, but without 
risk or adventure. Arriving there, when 
the term of quarantine had expired, some 
fellow-passengers took pleasure in showing 
me all that is to be seen in that fine com- 
mercial port ; and I was even invited to a 
splendid ball that was given there, where 
my rich Turkish dress seemed to attract 
general attention. 

Within a day or two afterwards my 
old friend and fellow-servant, Antonio da 
Costa, who, it seems, had but very lately 
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been brought over from Portugal for the 
same trial, was sent with an English groom 
to conduct me into Wales^ which is at no 
great distance ; and there I had the plea- 
sure of finding Mr. Bankes in his own 
house of Soughton, near the little W elsh 
village of Northop, which^ as it was not 
now the London season, was destined to 
be my residence during a great many 
months. 

The hofise at first sight reminded me 
much (more, indeed, than any which I 
saw after it) of some of the old villas in 
the north of Italy, which I recollect to 
have seen in my youtJi, for it has towers 
and much ornamented stone-work and 
walled courts about it, and lines of trees 
in almost all directions; and instead of 
that trim and compact appearance in the 
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inside which English houses generally 
present, (especially in London,) there are 
here large open chambers and galleries, 
very lofty, but quite naked of furniture, 
and with little else but the bare walls. 
The whole was, however, then under 
repair or rebuilding, and a great deal of 
it quite unfinished. 

The cause being continually put off by 
the lawyers from time to time, my stay 
was much longer than was at first ex- 
pected, so that, the face of that part of the 
country being very agreeable, I used often 
to ramble over it on foot or on horseback, 
and was permitted, under certain restric- 
tions, to divert myself occasionally with my 
gun. It so happened also that, whilst I was 
still there, M. Linant came over (landing 
somewhere in South Wales) and joined us, 
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still wearing his Eastern habit, and with 
his Abyssinian lady ; so that almost the 
same party was assembled at the foot of the 
Welsh mountains^ as beyond the Cataracts 
of the Nile. I grew much attached to the 
spot before I left it. The simple man- 
ners of the Welsh villagers pleased me 
much better than the rude behaviour 
which I met with in some principal cities, 
particularly Chester, where my dress at- 
tracted not only attention, but so many 
insults from boys and idle people, that I 
found the necessity of taking refuge in a 
shop. I met, however, with great civility 
in the neighbouring palace of a nobleman 
which was shewn to me, and exceeded for 
richness of ornament all that I saw in the 
country*. I greatly wished to have seen 

♦ Earl Grosvenor’s, at Eaton-hall. 
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once more the Philae obelisk, which is at 
the seat of Mr. Bankes’s father, but I was 
called away out of Wales straight to Lon- 
don, and found that my dress and appear- 
ance in that vast capital excited so little 
remark, that I could go about just where 
I would ; and not only those gentlemen 
whom I had known and served in the East 
have honoured me with great kindnesses, 
but many among the foreigners also, espe-* 
cially Italians^ have admitted me to their 
society ; so that almost all that is acces- 
sible to a stranger has been open to me, 
and I found the theatres especially a very 
great resource : yet of all public places 
of amusement, none altogether, perhaps, 
struck me with so much pleasure as 
VauxhalL 

But I must recollect myself ; and, bear- 
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ing in mind that sights in London have 
not the same novelty for the reader that 
they had for me, will here take my leave 
of him, entreating once more that he will 
forgive and overlook the many imperfec- 
tions of this narrative. 


THE END. 


London ; William Clowes, Stamford-street. 
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